Juse 29

THE VOLUNIEER REVIEW.

5

Tho formation of o hattalion in line difters
in few vespects from that in our service
The corporals arn jnvatiably in the front
rank. Tho captain is two paces in front of
tho contre of his company, the other com-
| pany officers ara placed as with us, tho first
sorgent being on’the right of the front
rank, the remainder in the supernumerary
rank. '

The adjutant i3 on foot and in rearof the
right flank of the right wing, while the ser
geant major occupies  similar position in
rear oftho left wing. ‘The lieutenant colonel
isin rear of the right, and the senior major in
rear of the left wing, while the junior major
isin renr of the centre, with the colonel
behind him.

The directions as to the position of the
soldier, salutes and the various degrees and
methods of marching, ave much the same as
with us, some of the directions being
cerbatim the same.  The wmanunl and
platoon are unnecessary to particularize,
the chief peculiarity about the latter being
that instructions are giving for firing
obliquely to the right orleft; und also for

volleys by the front and rear ranks alter-

nately. . .

In telling off a squad of two ranks, the
instructor is directed to always make the
i number of men in the front rank consist of
amultiple of four, or two greater, arranging
his rear rank (by blank iiles if necessary) so
as to conform to this rule. ‘The men are
then numbered from the right, 1, 2, 3, 4;
1, 2, 3, 4, and so on; the rear rank men
retaining the saine numbers as, and covering,
their respective front rank men. The flank
march is ‘performed by the wheel of these
sections of fours. For example at the word
Fours right—Quick march, cach four wheels
to the right on a moveable pivot, the word
Forward being given when the wheel is com
pleted, the front rank at a full step, the
rear rank stepping short tiil they gain the
distance of 32 inches,from the front rank.
Line is again formed either to the pivot or
reverse flank by the command Fours, left
(or righty wheel. While in fours, to Front
Sorm company, to the right (or left), the tend-
g four will move straight to the front, the
others will make 2 half turn to the right (or
left), and double until opposite their inter-
vals when they will turn to their front,
taking up the step and touch as they arrive
successively in line. To retire a company
m line, or column, or in column of fours, the
command is simply Fours right (or left) about,
upon which each section of fours will wheet
abalf circle to the right or left, it being a
matter of indifference whether the wheel is
fo the right or to the left. In column of
fours, where it is nccessary to reduce the
front to two men, on the command Tiwo Jeep
on the right, the rear rank will close up to 16
inches, the two files un the right of cach four
will continue the march, the twotiles on the
left will mark time till disengaged, and will

"R make a helf turn to the right, and

follow the ypight files, keoping closed to 16
inches. Formation of two deep to the left
is effected i o smlar mannor,  To roform
column of fours to the right (or left) on the
command, the leading two of each four will
make a Ilf turn to thae cight Cor left) until
Lhey uncover, the left (or 1ght) too ; they
will thon mark time, turning to tho front,
and resuming the march, when the left (or
right) two arrived on a line with them: the
fours having united, the rear ranks will step
short until they rogain tho distance of 32
inches.

Single from double rank while iu line is
formed in tho following manner ; If towards
the right, the caution is given to Form single
rank from the left. ‘The company is then
wheeled to the right by fours; the front
rank of the right four, upon completing the
whael will continue the mareh, the other
ranks will halt and successively resume the
march when at wheeling distance from the
ranks preceding. This bemg continued
until the rear most rank is at its proper
distancoe, line will be formed by thowheel of
fours to the left, and the company will be
halted and dressed. Single rank will be
formed from the tight in a similar manner.
Should it be necessary to form line in single
rank while marching in column of fours, on
the command, the leading rank of fours will
continue the march, the other ranks will
halt, and successively resume the march
when at wheeling distance, which being
attained throughout, line will be formed as
before. Should it bo desired that the
column should tke single rank distance,
the command will be Zuke single rank dis-
tance, upon which the ranks will act as
before. If this command be followed by
tho word Doulle, tho leading rank will take
up the double time, the other ranks march-
ing in quick time, till they gain their dis-
tance, when they will at once take up the
double time. Double rank is formed from
single rank according to the same principles.

‘The company is not divided into sections
or subdivisions, and it will be observed that
changes of front are effected by the simple
wheel of fours, countermarching Leing done
away with.

In my next paper I propose to examne
and explain the American system of skir-
mishing now in use.

(To be Continued.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Edator of Tue VOLuNTEER REVIRWW.

Sin,—The Volunteer force of this town
was inspected hereon the 4thinst., by Lieut,
Cols. Atcherly and Jackson. ‘The com-
panies were formed in line at tive o’clock,
sharp, under command of Capt. D. A. Mac.
donald, and the Inspecting Officers tvere
recewved with the customary salute, after

which the pavade was wheeled nto open
column, when the clotlung,.arms, and ac.
coutrements of each company underwent a
most minute inspection. Capts. Macdon-

'

ald and Melutyre's comprnies woro then
put through the Manual and Platoon oxet-
cise, which they performed with almost tho
alnerity and precision of soldiers of the live
After that the companies performed sevoral
battalion movements under Captain Mao-
dunald, in a very fawr and ereditable man-
ner, taking into consideration the fact that
they bave had no battalion drill since the
Inspection in May 1867." .t the close Col.
Atcherly expressed lus vory great satisfac-
tivn b seeing so lavge o muster, there be-
ing aLout 150 oflicars and men on parade--
as well ag the cleanliness of their arms and
accoutrements, and the soldierly way in
which they conducted themselves during
the inspectivn, and would have much pieas
ure in reporting in the most favorable terms
to the Adjutant General.
Yours,
Mans.
Cornwall, June, 1863.

1'HE NEW DRILL.

1o the Editor or Thit Voruxtere Review

Dear Sir,—1 have read with great interest
the article containing Lord Elcho’s ‘momo-
randum for his new drill. T have been the
more interested thatithas long been an idea
of my own, that to change the front either
of a line or column, evenly sized in both
ranks as men o now, it should be sufficient
to fuce them about. It is to be supposed
that Lord Elcho has the sanction of the
military authorities in experimentalizing on
this idea. Whother he has or not itis rather
satisfactory that a proposition involving so
much of radical simplification, has eminated
from ‘n Volunteer officer. No doubt the
force of habit and timidity about new and
bold ideas will hang about military men for
atime, and retard the steps of a revolution
of which the recent changesin deployments
were the first intimation. But 1 have no
doubt that the great principle now enunei-
ated by Lord Elcho-will . ventually win its
way. Coming from an oflicer of his position
it will probably do 30 more casily then if it
had oiiginated with a private individual.
Some such latent consideration indeed
practically acted has acted more or less
to deter me from thinking out my own
ideas on the subject fo a practical con-
clusion. But I am induced to trouble
you with o fow remarks for the purpose
of inducing discussion on the subject. It
would certainly bea blessing to drill instrue-
tors of volunteers to be relieved of the neces-
sity for continual correction of wrong changes
of flanks perpetually made by company, sub
division or section leaders, especially when
wheeling rear rank in front. I therefore
entirely approve of Lord Elcho's disposition
of lieutenants and cnsigns, and 1 have long

"} thought the captain’s post on a flank or on

the right of his company an inefficient
arrangement. He will undoubtedly be
better posted in rear of the centre, but I
think T would place hiin one pace in rear of
his supernumerary rank, and shorten the
distance of that rank to one, or at most two
paces in line.

Tdo not feel at ull sure that it would
not be found expedient in this drill to huve
frequent recourse to “telling off’ the byttal
1on” by the captans, as laid down for de-
ployments 1n the 1867 F. E, whenever the
order becomes changed,



