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doubt in many things, in books, in miusic, ini society, yen to
some ini the grosser things of appetite aad indulgence, but
thse soul that realizes itself, its own powvers and ils lofty possi-
bilities, tumns from ail these indulgences> for tisey are-

"Like to the apples on the Dead Sca>s shore,
l3eautifui without, but ashes at the core,"

atid thse cry still goes up, 'Wiscre can wisdom," true, di-
vine wisdom, II bc found?

The second topic wiii îeach us that it can only be found in
God. IlThse fear of tise Lord is thse beginning of wisdomn,"
Prov, 1 --7. Recnil the cigisti and ninth lestons of this quar-
ter, and show tisat truc and hearty servi, _ of God can alone
give iasting isappiness and tise highest good. Contrast tise
calm, satisfied, nay rejoicing utterances of Paul, sveak, feeble,
in poverly and suffeéring, expcîing a violent death, with the
wail of tisis luxurious king of Israel. Sec 2 Cor. 6. io
7 :4 ; Phil. 3 :1-3 ; 4:4 ; 2 Tim. 4: 7-8, edsuch pas-
sages ns these to your scisolars, draw thc conîrast in sharp
lines, press upon themn the truts isat peace, satisfaction,
happiness here, and eternai joys hereafter, are only to be
found in the service of God.

1-lerc would wc end our quest
Alone arc fou'nd in Thsee

The lufe of perfect love,
The rest of iimmtortality.>'

INCIDENTAi. TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

We hnve isere the utterances of expericace and flot of'
theory.

Thse wisest men, without the contrai of truc righteousness,
will sometimes give thcniselves to folly.

IlI shonld prefer n firm rcligious belief to every other
blessing."-Sir HZlwnpkrey DazýY,

Solomon's attempt to, utite wine ind wisdom one of his
greatest failures.

Great possessions and weahth cannot give satisfnction, so
have said maxsy rich mcn, so wouid sny many otisers if îiscy
spoke the truth of their henrts.

True wisdlor is as fnr from mere worldly pleasure as iight
from darkness.

MAIN L-ssoN.-The service of God alone cati give inst-
icng haPPiness-Rom. 2 : 7-10; 6 -,16 ; Gai. 6: 8-9 ; Pisil.
4:-9; Col. 3: 24 ; i John 5 :3 ; R eV. 22: 14,

LEssoN 12.

Dt 2' TH1E CREATOR REMEMBERED. E ccies.12

Goi)EN-, TEXT.-"" Remember now thy Creator ini
thse days of' thy youth."Vr.t

Tîa.ý-B. C. 980 (about).
NOTES AN» COMMSENs.-Ver. Y. The last t'vo verses of

thse prccedling cisapter shouid be read in conntectioti ; ver. 9
espccialiy is in strong conîrast, to, tbis verse ; thse conduct set
forth tisere is based on forgetfulticss of God, and su isere tise
young mani is exisorted to " reiieiiber" i-1lim, tise " Crea-
'or," Io remnember lJim " now, ins thse days of lisy youth ; "
fear of thse Judge 'vas inculcaied before, now it is gratitude 10,
tise Creator, anid tisis is to lie ini <1youîh .:" the ain is flot
tu spend bis early life in tise service of sin, anti think thisa tise
endi wiii be enough for Goti. IlEvil dinys: " wisich corne t0
ail, tinys of pain or feebieness or loss of opportunities, cvil
enougb in thcmnselves but doui>iy so wisea aggravaîed by the
rensembratice of pnst folly andi regleet. IlNo picasure in
themn:" nil latte for vorldly enjoyymett bas passeti, andi it is
10o late to finti pleasure in~ spiritual lhings.

'Ver. 2. "'SUtiligisî-Mooa-stars:-" tisese asay be taketi
Co men the time of bodiy andi mental vigour, atid of pros.
Peritv aad bappiness ; darkened ." fail, pass a-way, be suc-

ceedeti by wenkness or suffering.; " cloutis returti :a suces-
sioti of sorrows and contiaucti darkness.

Ver. 3. Tise image changes to tisat of a bouse, olti anti de-
caying, ansd represenîs isere tise effects of ol<l age sîpon four
parts of the bodiy, tise artn, the legs, the teetis anti the eyes.
'lTse kceepers-strong mcn-grinders-tsose that look out
of the windows:'» wisile tisis represents tise progress of
bodiy infirmity 10 ail, good and cvii alike, tise gooi nian
has anticipateti it anti is prepared foi it. lie hb iight, the
liglît of iseaven in lus soul, and his strength is ini tise ever-
iasting naims of bis Goti.

'Ver. 4. Il Doors siot: :" the lips, whics are ciosely, shut
logether by olti mcn in eaiing, or, ns we prefer the explana-
tion, tise cars, wviicis ini olti age are ofteti closeti, lieariag
gone. " Soundi of tise grinding iow:." the inust familiar
Isouseisoit sountis, as tise grinding of tise corti is, scarccly
hea-esi; Ilrisc up attse voice of tise bird : » citber allud-
ing to thc ligist sleep of oli mnen, or, in accordance,with an-
other translation wlsicis reatis, -tisoegl it risc to tise spar-
row's note," cuîînecting ivits the previous and meaning,'tat
while tise sotîtit is sharp and slîrill il only souncis 10, the olti
mati as dutll anti " low." "Daugsters of muisc-brougsî
low" ',Menning, probably, the miaking and tise isearing of
musical soutids.

Ver. 5. " Afraid-sigh" timiti, £0 alto "fears in tise
way, ' on tise plain as wcll as on tise lîigis pl:es. <'Aimond
trec: " tise type of olti age when tise isair is whsite ; tise
witeî blossonîs comspietely cover the whoie Irce, tise green
lenves do not appear tli soine tinie aftcr. " Desire shahl
lail. " lit., tise capey.berry. This ivas enten before mveals
provocative t0 appetite ; it sisouii fail lu have any effect."
IlGrasslsopper-burde: "a smiali insect, lieavy-iittlc cames,
burdetitome. IlM\ationg boni :" is bouse or sînte in
tise world to corne. <'Mourriers :"an allusion to lise cus-
tomi (flot dlied out yet) cf baving hired mourners, tbese go
about seeking anti finding employaient.

Ver.. 6. IlSilver cord-goltien býow,-pitciser-wiseel"
we need flot strive 10 assiga 10 tisese inmages (hifferetit parts or
fonctions of tise body; tise endi of life is ofien symboiized by
tise breaking of a pisciser, a lamp or a wiseei, and tisat is the
meaning iscre. YcI tise simiies are very beautiful, anti woold
speak 1)otwrfttlly to Easterns whio were accostomied to tise
tbings osedias symbols; tise "silver cord"1by wiicis tiimp
wvas suspendeti, if tise cord wvas "loo-'.d" tise iaaipwouid fal

andi tise ligisi be extinguisised ; se tise "Igolden bowvl" fihiedi
with costiy perfume is Ilbroken" anti nil tisat il held is host;
tise IIpitcher" usedti 1 fetcis tise water frons tise fountain,
and tise Iiel to draw it from tise IIcisterti," or ivell,
alike broken, tise life-giving element lost anti no more t0 be
bad. Sucis are tise suggestions cf tise verse.

Ver. 7. "Iust retura to tise carIs:Z" mîade of tise enîtis,
Gen. 2 -.7 ;tise bodiy shahi returt 1 il nt dentis. IlSpirit-
unto Goti: eitber as Faîher or as Jotige, to receive fromv
Hii in dlue time tise end( cf tise deeis dlone in tise fiesis.

Ver. S. Tise moornfol refrain of tise book, breaks out isere.
"Vanity of vanities: " with tisis tise prenciser 1,eg n,îsat

was bis kecynote, it is isis chosing strain, anti is a f1tiîîin me-
quieni for tise mati whîo is "' witisout Goti ii tise world,' and
s0 Il w-îtiout hop)e," Epis. 2 : 12.

Ver. 9. Tise writer now dlainis to b e ird. H-e Ilwns
wise. " a wisdos flot bis own, but given to ii by God, he
,%vas svise in lus teacbing, and %vise in continuing te teacis
"ltse people kno%%,edce,"' teacising, as it wouid seem, by
word cf moutis, and :comtmitting z: I writing tisose "Ipro.
vcrbs ;" svise tbougbts, whici sisoold teacb wisen bis voice
was silent for ever.

\cr. io. II Acceptable words" fit.: 'I words of cotiso
hation," or womds suited to tisose addressed, to wnrn, to,
ciscer, ta strengîben, as tbeir neetis aigbî be. IlUprigisi-
wvords of trutis: " wisatever msen niay tbinl, tise preacher
knew tisat bis words werc truc.
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