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“DER ABEND 18T DER BESTE.»
BY SUSAN COOLIDGE,

The morning hours are joyful faur,
With call of bird and scent of dew;
And blent with shining gold and blue

And glad the smmmer noontides are ;

The slow sun lingering sceks the west
As lothto leave-and grieve so soon
The long and fragrunt afternoon;

But still e evening s the best,

Day may be full as day may be,
Izzrl\ands allheaped with gifts ; hereyes
Alight with joyful prophecices ;

But still we turn where, wistfully,

‘The veiléd evening, dimly tall,

Stands in the shadow without speech
And holds her one gift out to cach—
Her gift of rest, the gift of all.

Ah! swectly falls the sunset glow
On silver hairs, all peaceful bent
To catch the last rays, and content

To watch the twihight softly grow ;

Content to face the night and keep
The peaceful vigil of theeve,

And like a little child to breathe

A “Now [ lay me down to sleep.”

Ah! closc of life! Ah! close of day!
Which thinks of morn without regret ;
Which thinks of busy noon, and yet

Grieves not to put its toils away ;

‘Which, calmcd with thoughts of coming

rest,
Watches the sweet, till evening fade,
Counting its hours all unafraid—
Surely, the evening is the best.

NEwPORT, R. 1. M. V. Independent.

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF
NOVA SCOTIA AND NEW
BRUNSWICK.

The Thirty-fourth Annual Meeting of
the Congregational Union of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick was held in
the Congregational Church, Noel, N. S,,
on July 8th to tke 11th, 1381.

After the reading of the minutes of the
last annual meeting, the Secretary read a
letter from the Rev. A. Hannay, Secre-
tary of the Congregationat Union of
England ard Wales, relative to the ap-
pointment of a delegate from this Union
to the jubilee meeting to be held in
Manchester in October next.

Rev. A. McGregor was appointed.

At the afternoon session Rev. S. Sykes
gave an address on “The Deacon’s Office
—vwhat should be expected of it” An
interesting discussion followed.

The special committee appointed last
year on the case of Rev. C. L. Ross as
an applicant for membership in the
Union reported, unamimously recom-
mending that he be received. At a sub-
sequent mecting he was unanimously
received.

At the evening the Rewv. J. W. Cox,
B.A, gave an address as retiring chair-
man. The subject of the address was,
“Qurselves.” He treated the subject
under four heads, viz., * Our principles,”
“Qur Mission,” “Qur Needs,” and
“Qur Outlook.” The Rev. A. Mec-
Gregor, of Yarmouth, was then clected
chairman.  On taking the chair Mr,
McGregor addressed the Union in a few
well chosen remarks. The Rev.'S. Sykes
then spoke on the subject of ¢ Foreign
Missions.”” He was followed by Rew.
J. Shipperly on © Christian Bencficence.”

On Saturday momning the retiring
chairman’s address was discussed, and 2
vote of thanks was given to Mr. Cox for
his services as chairman, and for his able
address. At the p.m. session the follow-
ing resolution was unanimously passed:—

Resolved,—*Thatthis TUnton hereby
express  its sense of loss in the de-

ccase of Capt. A. K. Clements, of
Varmouth, N. S, who has been so long
identificd with the working of our Body
inthese Provinces, and whose advice as
well as means have been enjoyed to so
¢ large an extent by the Unien almost from
its organization. At the same ume we
. would recognize the fact that through the
i grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, we need

~

schools and training of the young.” Rev.
W, Peacuk, * The difficulties of Home
Mission work;” Rev. C, L. Ross, “How
can we best sustain Missionary labou- in
opr weak churches.”

‘I'he business committee submitted the
foltowing resolution, which was unani-
mously adopted :

* \Whereas, this Union, in common with

“notmourn for him as those that have no | the intelligence of Christendom, was
- hope, but joyfully trust that he is now at | shocked with the recent dastardly attempt
+ rest with the Master for whom he toilled ) on the hfe of the esteemed Chief Magis-

| so faithfully during life.
express our Christian sympathy with his

We also hereby ¢ trate of the United States.

“Resolzed, that ‘the Union,’ composed

sorely-tried partner and famly in their | asit is in part of the descendants of the

| bereavement, and prayerfully commend
(1o them the abundant consolations of
; Divine grace.”

' The Committee on Education re-
, hotted, submitting the following resolu-
| tion, which was adopted unanimously :—

“Whereas, the question of ‘Higher
Education,’ so-called, is one of the issues
of the day in these Provinces, and
whereas the Congregatioal Body in the
UnitedStates and Great Britain has been,
and 1s, in the fore-front of cducational
movements of a broad and comprehen-
sive nature, it is therefore

Resolved—*That the Congregational
Union of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick do not suffer itself from consider-
ations of comparative numerical weak-
ness to be kept from hereby giving ex-
pression to its cherished conviction that
the granting of State aid for denomina-
tional purposes is as unjust in its relative
bearing as it is unsound in principle ; and
that it likewise records its satisfaction
with the Legislature which, at Halifax,so
recently frustrated the attempt to per-
petuate  denominational grants ; and
furthermore, whilst making every allow-
ance for attachment to denominational
collegiate instituttons, the Union can-
not but welcome, and pledge itself to
co-operate with every legitimate attempt
in the disection of University consolida-
tion.”

At three o'clock the annual mission-
ary meeting was held; addresses were
delivered by Rev. A. McGregor, Mis-
sionary Seeretary, Rev. Mr. Ross, and
others.

SABBATH SERVICES.

The annual sermon was preached by
Rev. A. Blanchard, of St. John's, from
Luke v. 1-2.  After the sermon the ordi
nance of the Lord’s Supper was dis-
pensed ; the Pastor of the church pre-
siding, assisted by Rew. S. Sikes and
Rev. A. McGregor. The Rev. A. Mc-
Gregor preached in the cvening. The
church in Lower Selmah,and the Presby-
terian churches of Noel and Maitland, as
well asalso the Methodist church of Sel-
mah werc supplied with preaching by
members of the Union. The day was
all that could be desired, and the congre-
gations large and attentive.

On Monday morning, after devotional
exercises of an hour, the business of the
Union was resumed. Rev. A, Blanchard
applied for, and was received into mem-
bership of the Union.

Mr.Blanchard read a paper on “Christ-
fan worship, how best promated:”
several valuable hints were given, anin
teresting discussion of the paper took
place at the afternoon session.  The fol-
lowing brethren were appointed to pre-
pare papers for the next annual meeting:
—Rev. J. W. Cox, B. A.,, * The claims
of Foreign Missions on our Churches;”
Mr. Freeman Dennis, *The Model
Pastor;,” Mr. C. H. Whitman, ** Sabbath-

Pilgrim Fathers, hereby extend tothe Re-
public its profound sympathy in the sor-
row and anxiety the rash act has brought
uponthe Commonwealth, and atthe same
time expresses the devout wish that God,
to whom belong the issues of life, may
speedily restore the President to heaith,
and vouchsafe him a long and useful
career.”

The Unionrose at 11:30, to give place
to the annual meeting of the Ladies'
Home Missionary Society.

In the afternoon, the committee on
Temperance reported, submituing the
following resolution which was unani-
mously adopted :

“That this Union hereby recommend
an increased rather than a diminished
attention to the Temperance question
on the part of our ministers and churches,
by seeking to exert all the influence they
can, through the pulpitand otherwise, for
the suppression of intemperanceand the
promotion of total abstinence, and that
they encourage every well-directed effort
toward the improvement of the so-called
‘Scott Act’ in the direction of more
complete prohibition, than this act at
present contemplates, while strenously
opposing all attempts to amend it in the
contrary direction.” After the appoint-
ment of a committee to prepare a form
of church trust deeds, to be submitted at
next annual meeting, a votc of thanks
was givea to the friends in Noel and
vicinity for their generous hospitality to
ministers and delegates attending the
Union, also a vote of thanks to Rail-
way, Steamboat and Coach lines for re-
duction of fares. The business of the
Union then closed, and the Union ad-
journed to meet at Sheffield, N. B., on
the first Saturday after the first Sunday
in July, 1881, A public farewell meect-
ing was held in the evening, when earn-
est, practical addresses were delivered by
a number of brethren. The mecting
closed by singing the hymn “ Blest bethe
tic that binds,” and the benediction by
Rev. Mr. Ross.

eewo of the Ehurches.

WiINNIPEG. — (LExtracts from privafe
letter.)—The Lord hath done great
things for us. Cash and subscriptions
for new church, $7,575. Contract let
for about $16,000. Average Sunday
collections for last quarter, $33.86.
Eighty attend Sunday-school. Rew.
Mr Reed, from Manchester, Eng.,
preached Sunday cvening, July 3rd, and
Rev. A, I Bruy, of Montreal, in the
morning. Hall crowded to the doors.
Additions to membership have been few
as yet, but we expect more so soon as
we enter our new church.

AtHnoL.—The Sunday-school recently
took up its annual collection for Foreign

Missions, amountiag to $16.32, which
with some additions is now $20. This
sumn goes to the A, B. C. F. M, for the
support of Rev. Mr. Brooks, of Constan-
tinople. The congregatiun here, at the
suggestion of one of the deacons, has
taken a step, which it is hoped will pro-
mote the temperance cause, It was
agreed to form 2 society in the congre-
gation of all who would take the total
abstinence pledge—and after notice
given, the pastor preached a sermon on
the subject, and then an opportanity
was given to all who would enroll thera-
selves as members, including the young,
‘The result was that most of the congre-
gation took the pledge. The matter is
to be kept before the hearers statedly.
The new church building is progressing
favourably—it is now being plastered.
It is now decided that the Atlantic and
Ottawa Railroad will pass near the site,
and a village will no doubt spring up.
It will thus be found to have been pro-
perly located.

‘ToroxTo.—The pic-nic season is upon
usin full force. On Friday, 15th, three
of the city Sunday-schools had their
holiday, Zion choosing High Park,
the Northern, Victoria Park, and
the Western, Victoria Park. The day
was very delightful, fine and bright, yet
with a beautiful cool breeze. The sime
report came from each of the schools,
“Had a capital time, enjoyed ourselves
very much, everything went off first-rate.”
Each of the schools got back in good
time, an important consideration where
so many little folks are taken miles from
home, and we have not heard thata
single mishap occurred to mar the en-
joyment of the day. On the following
Friday the Don-Mount Mission had its
outing, choosing Victoria Park, about
250 scholars and friends were present.
The day was all that could be desired,
and the picnic a complete success.

LITERARY NOTES.

The Midsummer number of Scridner is a
superb issue; the publishers nover rest
with what they have reached, but are always
trying for something better. Somo of the
woodcuts in this number are very fine, and
tho literary matter is first-cless. Those who
are going for an idlo holiday will do well to
take this number for a companion. No less
than six articles are apecially adapted for the
season, not, however, that there is lack of
more solid and thoughtful reading. We
have been much interested in  going
through it.

St. Nicholas for August is profusely il-
luatrated from dbeginning to cnd; tho de-
{:anments are full of lifo and variely. We

ave poems—two by the cditor, seven short
stories, mstructions for Flat-boating, and a
whole pago is devoted to the membors of
the new and vigorous Agassiz Association.
Ss. Nickolas is, par excellesce, the magazine
for the young.

We havo boen shown tho proof sheots ef
o work goon to be published on Baptism,
its mode and object, by Dr. Hamilton of
this city, a retired Presbyteran minister.
The typography promises to be as correct as
printing can very well bo The treatment of
tho subjecte asscugsed is thorough, and puta
an English reader in scssion of tho
means of judging for himself how far the
Baptist viows are tenable.  Wo are old-fash-
ionod onough to beliove that tho subject
has not lost interest, and we shall greet with
some degreo of pleasure another full stato-
ment of tho arguments of our Pxdo-Bap-
tist Churches. When publishied, we shall
noto tho work again.}



