NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

chairman’s address, on the proper aim
and scope of such sucieties, was at unce
solid and brilliant. London is growing
in wealth and population, and is recog-
nized as the Capital uf Western Ontario.
With God’s blessing and good manage-
ment, Congregationalism ought to be-
come a power here and in the West, We
pray that our futwe pastor may im-
prove rightly his great vpportunity.

FroMmE, SouTHwWOLD.—An excellent
stable has just been ervected on the par.
sonageground, for the parson’s accommo-
dation. By thisand the parsonage lately
built, the church property is now about
double the value that it was. Both are
clear of debt.--J. I. H.

DoxaTron AT Frome.~Theanniversary
of the Sabbath School in connection with
the Congregational Church here, was
held on the evening of Dec. 28th. Ad-
dresses were delivered by Rev. gentle-
men and others, while sweet music was
supplied by several ladies from London,
Fruit and cake provided by the teach-
ers. On the following evening the
younger members of the church repaired
to the parsonage, unceremoniously tak-
ing possession of the same. By the
baskets of eatables, it was evident to the
pastor and his wife, that the i fruders
intended to take tea with them. After
enjoying themselves for a time, they
presented the pastor, Rev. J. 1. Hindley,
with a beautiful and substantial Cutter,
valued af $40, accompanied by an ad-
dress, breathing love and attachment to
both the pastor and his loved partner.
In a few words Mr. H. gave a very
affecting and suitable reply.—J. B. S.

JHamintonN. —The Congregational
Church in this city, which had been a
missionary church, originaliy planted by
the London Missionary Socicty, and for
many years sustained by the English
Colonial Missionary Society, became
permancntly self-sustaining in 1838,
Since that date there has been contrib-
uted by its members and friends no less
than §26,000, an average of §2,000 an-
nually, and an average of §20 annually
for each contribating member. 233
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members have been added to the church,
an average of nearly 18 yearly. Several
years the removals to other places were
nearly equal to the additiuns; yet, at
present, the membership is nearly three
times as large as it was in 1858. The
attendance at the services has risen in
the same ratio.  The Sunday School has
increased from between40and 50 scholars
and 7 or 8 teachers, to 178 scholars and
19 teachers. The Sabbath Morning
Young Men’s Meeting; the Pastor’s
Young People’s Monthly Meeting (now
upwards of one hundred); the Ladies’
Sewing Society, the Congregational Tem-
perance Society, the Mutual Improve-
ment Society and the Book Society, have
all come intv existence duri.g these
years.

The annual meeting was held last Mon-
day evening after the prayer meeting,
and was well attended. Mr. Edgar, the
Treasurer, read the half-yearly reports,
from which itappeared that forthe Poor’s
fund, the Missionary fund and the Gen-
eral fund together, $1,239.91 had been
collected, which reports were received
and adopted. He also gave a statement
of what had been contributed for reli-
gious and benevolent objects, including
Congregational claims during the whole
year of 1871, amounting to §2,820, leav-
ing the Poor’s fund without any balance
—the Missionary fund with a balance in
its favour of §90.34; the General fund
with @ balance on hand of $£30.54, and
the Ladies’ Sewing Suciety with a balance
on hand of §200. This is the largest
amount ever reached since the year when
the present church edifice was erected.
The pastor reported on the state of the
church that upwards of 30 members had
been added during the year, and twenty-
five families have come into the congre-
gation ; that the various meetings on
Sabbath had considerably increased, and
that the vther mectings were well attend-
ed. The Young People’s Monthly
Meeting cspecially was growing in in-
terest and numbers. There had been
many blessings enjoyed both in the in-
gathering of new members and in the
spiritual progress of those within. The
Superintendent reported on the Sunday
Schoul, showing marked progress and
efficiency in that institution during the

ast year. There are at present on the
roll 178 scholars and 19 teachers. On




