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RAW COTTON.

The market has  recovered entirely  from  the
weakuess resulting from the Price MeCormack's failure,
aned the first week i July saw the advance of cotton to
10 cents @ potmud, a price which it has not reacherd in a
period of nearly ten years.  The rise was all the more
steiking 1o those nor familiar with the comditions when
taken in contrast with the quictide prevaiting in the
catton goods market,  howas attributed chictly to the
apprehension of spinners in Liverpool over the crop
situation in the United States and the operations of «
bull clique in New Orleans.

COTTON CLOTHS.
—

The present disturbance in China is to have more
influence on the market for cotton cloths than some
suppose. China is, next to India, the great importing
market for cottons, and at presemt the Chinese market
is closed, and will probably remain so for some time,
Already, very severe cutting has taken place in the
brown cotton mills in the United States at Fall River
and elsewhere. That the market remained stagmant in
spite of such cutting shows that prices will go much
lower, The amount of cotton sent from Canada to
China will not depress our market very seriously, even
if thrown upon it, which will not he done, but the
United States prices will bring ours down very sharply
amd that before long. The great increase 1w the capa-
city of onr mills, with the closing of the Chinese market,
and the inflow of United States cottons will have a
decided effect on our market. there can be no doubst,

UNSHRINKABLE WORSTED AND WOOLEN GOODS.

Wool, in any condition, treated by chlorine or its com-
pounds, loses all its characteristic qualitivs, and notably it
capacity for felling,  The loss of this latter quality is absolute
if the chiorinating has been swiliciently encrgetic to ensure that
pure wool materials, after having been treated, are unshrinkable,
As a rule, wool fabrics which have heen called wnshrinkable
are ot passessed of such property, hut if the treatment with
the chlorine or its compounds whicl is apphud 10 the wool in
any ane of its conditions—that is to say, raw wool, combed,
carded, spun, woven or manulactured wonl, cte.~before or
after dyeing or bleaching—renders the wool unshrinkable, it
at the same time makes it dry. rough, hard. papery and similar
te pastchoard to the touch, and therefore partially uscless. It
has been the aim of experimenters for some years to obtan
the unshrinkable properties givea by chlorine without the great
disadvantages accompanying such treatment, and the sfforts of
a Roubaix dyer in this direction appear to have met with a
certain degree of success.  His object has been 1o restore the
chlorinated, unfeltable, and unshrinkable wool to its other nat-
ural propertics, such as clasticity, suppleness, softness to the
touch—in a word. 1o soften i, and to thus ohtain wool
analogous both in appearance and touch to ordinary wool, hut
twing in addition unshrinkable,

The processes for chlorinating  wools are numerous, and
generally consist in treating solitions of calcium hypochlorite
with an acid, or in direetly emplaying  chiorine gas itself,
According to the propostions  of 1the agents  employed, the

transformation will e wore ar less complete, and wool hecomes
absolmtely unshivnkable  with 12 mer cent. aof ealeiwn liyps
cllorite and an egual proportion of acid. By reason of the
wmore powerful aflinitics of chlorinatal wool, the latter is cap
able of attracting, when cold, the bases of 3 wamber of <alis
of weak avids—such, for example, a« the basic mmeral salts,
organic salts, acetates, axalates, tartrates, citrates, sulpho-
eyanates, cte.—in such a manter as to forn new combiuations
which give a tonch quite different from that af the chlorated
wonl, the modiication depending upon the nature of the base
of the salt employed,  u pacticalar the salts  of alumitm,
dine, tin, iron and chrome have the property of considerably
suftening chlorinated wonl <o as to remdor it at least of cqual
quality to natural woal.  The salts of the alkalics and alkaline
varths from the following  acids~—that ix to say, altninates,
zincates, standites and stannates—eatt he al employed for
the same purpose,  The veaction ean be ffected simply by
immersing the materials treated in a bath of one of the salts
above muntioned; for exatpie, a hath can be eaployed which
is obtained from 123 parts by weight of acetate of aluming at
10 deg. Be. and 2.500 part< of water to 100 pants of wool, The
reaction ean be quickened by heating the hath to a tempera.
ture more ar less high, At the end of snitable interval—say
about one hour—~the waonl is washed, and then dricd by
exposure to the air. At first it preseeves its rough touch, it
after a time, especiatly when left exposed to the air, its softness
gradually completely returns to it. The bath is not exlinsted,
and for anather operation can be renewed <o as to have the
samie richness as at first,

The chlorinated wonl encrgeticatly retaing all substances
which it meets, and certain acids of washing does not climinate
them: this should be taken note of, as the presence of these
acids hardeus the wool, especially in soapy baths, which are
often employed before or after finishing or dressing. It is
therefore necessary to eliminate these acids and prevent the
fornation of a precipitate of fatty acid during stthsequent
washing operattons, by treatment with a svitable weak alkali
sich as soda, potash, ammonia. lime, magnesia, otc.. caustic.
cathonate or bichromate.  This freatment cant be  applicd
divectly after the chlorinating or the softening process.  For
example, the neutralization can e cffected with abom 30 grns.
of erystallized carbonate of scda per kilogramme of wool.—Ex.

—

DECOLORATION OF SHODDY.

A simple, yot safe process for removing the color from
woalent rags and shoddy is greatly needed in the textile indus-
iy, and has heen since the dersand increased for light-colored
or undyed shoddy. says an exchange.  Unfortunately, the
brocesses most casily carried out have injurions effects upon
the wonl! fibers. Recently, however, two German chemists have
succeeded in finding an excellent chemicat for the puspose in
hydrosulphite acid, a product of reaction of zine dust spon
bisulphite, which, when employed in an agueons solution at
boiling temperature destroys the color of the woolen Tags after
a short immersion. Of the hydrosulphite  solution, only 3
comparatively small quantity is required, and with most of the
Tags. especially those of cloth, stockings and woolen fabrics
generally, a thorough decoloration is said 10 he obtained, so
that the goods maauwfactured from them appear almost white,
and as if manufactured from fresh wool.  As with this process
the solidity, touch and clasticity of the wool fiber is in no way
injured, there is obtained a great improvement in the rag
material furnishing regenerated wool, which constitutes a
result of considerable imporiance, The following is an example
of the manipulation of the process: 100 kilos, of fully dyed
rags (bordeaux. scarlet red, navy blue, green), so-called
“Thibet.” are hoiled with about 1.500 to 2.000 litres of water



