
AUGUST, i 886. INSURANCE &

TRE NEW yoRK FIRE I!NSURANCE COMPAI

E very fire insuran .ce company and agent legally c
business in New York city have signed the following
Pact :

WAith the view of irnproving the fire insurance business of tbis

ity, and for the purpose of decreasing the presenit beavy ratio

Penses inl conducting the samne, the undersigned bereby respec

agree to unite in an association upon the following conditions:

ec4 That ail risks of every description in the Metropolitan Dist

2. That no commission be paid in excess of ten per centuni
Preniumn

3. That no rebate to the assured be made by the conipaniei

established rates, and that rules bc prepared under which the re

Of Commnissions by brokers shall be effectually preveîitecl.

4. That penalties be fixed for the infraction of any of the ratt

"ules Iliat may be adopted by the Association.

It being understood and agreed that, as soon as every company

'business in the Metropolitan District shall have signed ibis agrec

2t meeting of the signers shall forthwith be called, and a plan pre

Mibodying the foregoing conditions, and providing for the speed

cution of the saie.

THE VAIqCOUVER, B.0., CONFLAGRATIOI

The fire which laid Vancouver in ashes in June last
Ilated in a livery stable, and in the space of four hour

Woetown was consunied. The cause ofthe fire wa5
bably a spark from the bush fires which had been ragii
the Vicinity for several days. The total loss is estimai

880,0)0, and the insurance lOSS $1 23,000.

The following is a list of the insurance losses

CitY 0)f Loîi*don ........
Cornmeîceiaî Union.
lartford.. ...

1 fli1perial... ......
L Po01 & London & Globe
Lotidon & Lancashire .. .

$5.600
11,100
11,250
7,400

12,400
26,850
4,50

National of Ircland.. $10,300
Nortb British ..-.......- Il11200
Phienix of Brooklyn 15,350
Royal........ 7,500

Total....... $123,450

]land Grenades. -C onside rable doubt as 10 the efficiency
Of hand grenades for extinguishing fires is expressed by
those who have had experience with thern. That they do
110t) however, always get a fair test for such merits as they
have is shown by the following :-It is stated that at a test of

ha'nd grenades before the National Association of Fire En-

gineers5 at Long Branch, a small wooden house was bujît
antdCoated wiîh tar and oul. When thoroughly ablaze, a

c0frIrnittee of commissioners was to give the word for hand

grenades to be thrown. The commissioners didn't give the

Word at al, and the ire went out unaided after the lar and

Oil had been consumed. The hand grenade agents retired

thOroughly disgusted. In another instance the Salem City

COUfl cornmittee on public property, having reason 10 be-

l'eve that the hand grenades disîributed in the public build-

'flgs Weere deteriorating, thought it would experiment with
S0flie irn a schoolhouse basement one day last week. So the

Colrlittee built Up a litle fire, and then began to break
hU.id grenades on il. -After tbrowing twenty-five, the fire

8h11l burned briskly, but a handful of snow extinguished it 4-
.,ne"cnMachin irt<
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lbing MESSRS. MONK &- RAYNES ADVOCATES, MONTREAL

locex- LON4DON ASSURANCE CORPOFATION,

ýtively (Defindants beZow);

ANI)

rict be *DRENNEN ET AL.

(plaititifs belote).

JFY,'c Insu i a,:ce-Znte'et in PJo'Perty' insuivd.

The racts of ibis case, and the points of law decided by it, appear by

the following, judgment rendered in the Sul)renme Court of the United

States on the 1 8th of January, 1886. The case baving corne up on, error

frPIn the Circuit Court of Minnesota.

-411% Yisliwe Ilarlan. This is an action tipon two policies cf fire

insurailce executed March i oth, 1883, and covering certain goods, wares

and nierchandise belonging to the flrm of Drennen, Starr &j Everett.

Each policy contains the following provisions : "lIf the property be

"sold or transferred, or any change takes place ini titie or possession

"(except by succession by reason of the death of the insured,) whether

"bY legal1 process, or judicial decree, or voluntary transfer or convey-

"ance,. then, and in every such case, this policy shaîl be void."

IlIf the interest of the assured in the property be any other than the

"entire uncon(litional and sole ovmnersbip of the property for the use

"and benefit of the assured,..it must be so represeiite(l to the Cor-

"6poration and so expressed in the written part of ibis policy, otherwise

"the PohicY shaîl be void. \Vhen property bias been sold or delivered,

or otherwise djisposed of so that ail interest or liability on the part of

"the assured hierein nlamed lias ceased, ibis insurance on such property

"shaîl ine(liately teriniale." The insurer contends that after the

execution Of thiese j)olicies, and before the loss Of July 29 tb, 1883, there

was bLY the voluntary act of the insured, a sale or transfer of the pro-

perty, or sudi a change in title or possession as rendered the policies

by their termns void. This defence rests entirely upon the claim that,

prior to die loss, one Arndt was admittedl as a partnier in the firm of

Drennen, Starr & Everett. The Plaintiffs îbelow) deny that hie ever

becanie a partner with tbem or ever acquired an interest in the property

insured. Upon the record as it was at the formerý bearing that question

depended niainly upon tbe construction of the written agreement of

May 241h, 1883, whereby the insured agreed to receive Arndt Ilinto

their busiftss", upon certain ternis and conditions, anîong wbich are the

folloiving :That tbe Company should be incorporated ; that Arnd

should pay into the flrm for ils use, on or before June 1407, 1883, the

Sun' of $5)ooo and a like sum on or before January îst, 1885, the

latter amount, until paid, 10 be evidenced by bis promissory note dated

januftry ist, 1883, and eacb payment to bear interesi ai 8 per cent. from

tbe date last named ; that tbe business "10t be carried on by the newv

Company to be formed," the name of wbich was 10 be tbereafter deter-

mined-sbhould be of tbe. sanie nature as that tben conducted by Dren-

nien, Starr &à Everett, and that "l no change in the narne or character "

of that fir II shaîl he made until said Corporation shaîl be formed. "

Arndt paid 10 tbe flrm on the i8th of june, 1883, the sum of $5,ooo,

and executed 'on the 3 rd of july of the sanie year the required note for

a like amount, tbe money and note being entered 10 bis individilal

cred.it on the books of Drennen, Starr &à Everett. Upon tbis state of

factS, Ibis Court, reversing the judgment rendered for tlie insurer, said:

"lThe instruction by the Court below proceeded upon the groiind

"4that the payment by Arndt in cash and notes of the amount which hie

"agreed 10 pay, and their receipt and entry upon the books of the

"flrm 10 lis credit, gave bim an interest as partner in the business;

"wbereas such facts only establish tbe performance of some, not of ail,

"the conditions prescribed ; for, by the agreement, the formation of

"the Proposed Corporation was expressly made a conditioft, with tbe

"others namned, 10 Arndt's bedoming interested in the business. In our

"judgment, looking, aI tbe whole agreement, tbe parties did not con-

"template a partnership, or nonç was @volr es&bisbed betwc@rÀ. them,


