® 1x NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINIXG PROVINCES. 1
number of forked gibbets, from which huny
bodies I supposed to be aniwnals, never dream-
. ing they might be men,  In this uncertainn
posed that the recital of their poem was gone | [ drew nearer, and when I noticed: that 1he
through without interruption. As the deeds ' legs were as long as the lLodies, I compre-
which formed the subject of the drama was | hended that they were men who had been
fresh in the memory of the audience, it occa- | sacrificed, I cannot tell you what a shudde ¢
sionally happened that the honour of the vic- | came over me at the spectacle. My first fw.
tory would be attributed to the female troops | pulse was to clench my trembling hands and
or to the male army. Whereupon, those jery out with indignation, * Where is tn
among the spectatars who thonght themsel- | vengennce of God that it slumbers so 1 ‘The,
ves retlected upon by the remarks of the poet, | turning angrily to my guide, * Wky,” said 1
would rise up in fury to appeal to the king, ' have’ vou brought me here? I never
while the opposite party pressed forward in ; thought I should see so horrible a sight?”
their turn to defend their rights thus ealled | ¢ Nor T either,” ke replied, ¢ for I knew no.
in'question. In the midst of the uproar the | thing about it ; but there is no other way for
-chantevs came to a full stop, and the scene |us to go.” We continued our route, getting
- assumd an aspeét of stormy vivacity and in- ; along as"ust as-we could, but the hideouns
descrilable animation; thousands of dispu- | spectacle was constantly recurring,  Drawing
tants raised their voices and expressed their | near one enclosure, we were nearly suftocateu
sentiments with the liveliest gestures, with- ; by the stench of the dead bodies heaped un
out, however, stiring from their places while | there, which they had not taken the troubic
the prince and those about him, as well as the to bury, Vultures in thousands, dogs. pigs.
_disinterested spectators, awaited ia trang .il- | and wolves, roamed avound, allured by the
ity the subsidence of the tumult. When the | hideous banquet prepared for them.  Tae
king had been sufficiently amused by this | roofs of the houses are covered with the re-
storm of words, he made a sign, and on an in- 1 lice which the birds of prey have depositea
stant, at the sound of a drum, order was re- | on them. Strange to say, my guide, whe was
stored. If after that anyone proeeeded to; quite aware of the customs of Dahomey, and
raise bis voice, a beat of the drum was suffi- | had nothing to do but idle about the streetw
cient to impose silence upon him, and the allday, was not aware that these bodies, which
chanters resumed their recital at the point | had been killed two days ago, were still there,

Hiands horaes’ tails, which they flourished as
they spoke, while a deafening musis served
as accompaniment, But it must not be sup-

where the interruption had occurred.

‘The representation over, the king made
presents to the poet and the chanters. Sub-
sequently the grand cabeceres ranged them-
-aelves hefore the monarch, leaving between
themselves and his majesty a semicircle of
about ten metres’ extert; and knecling there,
they addressed diseourses to him during ano-
-ther two or three hours. At last the king
brol,(e up the assembly and retired to his pal-
ace,

He gives a minute and harrowing descrip-
tion of those scenes of human sacrifice, which
have excited so much deep and just indigna-
tion’in the civilized world:—

¢ It so happened, one day towards the end
af December, that I took a rather long after-
noon excursion through the deserted part of
+he city.  On our return, passing.close by the
royal palace, we fouud the roads blocked up
by reason of a fete given by the king to the
people. Kiug Grere was having & great ex.
Libition of his riches. Neatly fiftcen thousand
women, all in new dressex, carried in proces-
sion round the pulace the treasures of the
monarch. The procession lasted from morn-
ing till night, and the roads through which it
passed were closed to the public. Having
gazed for some hours ac this extraordinary
sspectacle, we wanted to return home, but
found ourselves obliged to go round the pai-
-aee to gain the shortest road.

¢As we enteted the parade ground, I per-
ceived at 3 distance what appeared to be a

ol

he was certainly ignorant of the fact, for he
had positive orders not to let me go nearany
place wherein the dead were left exposed.
And so, for the length of a week, I did not
pass again before the royal palace, because
ducapitations were taking place every night.

4 Possibly, vou think [ have already delay-
ed you too long amidst this fearful charnel
house; but truth compels me to lay aside nli
consideration for the delicacy of your feelings,
and I must say one word more on the subject
of human sacrifices. During the night these
butcheries take place, no one is allowed to go
through the streets from evening till nex:
morning ; if any one is found doing so, he is
beaten with clubs. Only companies of mu-
sicians wander about singing doleful songs.
‘l'owards midnight, a discharge of artillery an-
nouaces the beginning of the executions. The
victims ave led up to the square, twenty-four
or thirty at a time. Every avenue of respi-
ration is closed, and they are deprived of life
by pressure on the breast, The termination
of the slaughter is notified by cannon-shots.
Some of the dead bodies are hung by the feet
to the gibbets already mentioned between
two sacks filled, it is said, witk mangled
limbs ; whilst others are dressed up in sym-
bolic costumes by parties skilled in the busi-
ness, and placed on triumphal arches, stand-
ing or sitting, according to the part they have
torepresent. Some appear to be playing mu-
gical instruments, others are made to assume
a soldier-like bearing, others are theatrical 1n
their attitude; but all is -arranged with sueh




