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pondence with the home authorities fromn sceming to, admit that
that %vas his mnatured view. The controversy led in another direc-
tion altogether, and Sir John intimnated his desire to deal, at a later
date, with the whole question of the competency of the Canadian
Parliament herein and of the position of the Brit;sh Parliament widh
regard to the 1.N.A. Act (u).

111. THE CANADIANJ CONTENTIONJ.

It is subnmitt(ed that the Catnadian side of this question lias been
considered from the %vrong standpoinr, the vievs of some of the
text-writers being particularly narrov and srnacking of that insular
conceit that Jost to the British Emipire the grect republic to the
south.

Professor Dicey, %vith an assurance flot quite justi6ced under
the circumnstances, stateci that the Fathers of Confederation
wvere guilty of Il officiali mcndacity Il in declaring that Caniada
is federally uniteci %vith a constitution similar in principle to
that of the United Kingdom. Hlis lack of knowvledige in this
respect may, perhaps, furnish grouind for suspecting that, in the
interpretation hie secks to place upon the Canadian Magna Charta,
his mind is again perverted by the absence of that broad-intcedl
conception, the possession of which is necessary to enable the fact
to be grasped that Canada is not a Divine provision for the rcward
of Eng]ish producers, but is a Nation breathing the fre&om that
haunts hier his and invests lier valleys. The Almighty fashiionedc
this country on a majestic scale-the rivers, the mnounitains, the
fortes and prairies, ail bespeak the lavish hand of the Creator. and
is it to be conceived that, having donc so much, Hle should mar the
symmnetry of H-is wvork- by instillig into the Canad;an people a
spirit so little in consonance with its surroundings as tu, hesitate
to assert the supremne right of freedoin ? No, it canniot be, and it
is on account of not recognizing and giving full wveight to this
spirit of liberty that Professor Dicey fails to give proper value te
the important events that culminated in the passage of the British
North Amnerica Act. The Confedleration wvas something ne%%,; it
wvas a step far in advatice of anything that had yet been attemptcd
in the British Empire (y) and as wvell might disregard be haci for

(u> Hodgins, p. 13o6, par. 47.
(v> Il No enactment bias been passed in modern times of such gravity as the

B.N.A. Ac. "-Crooks, Q.C., arguendo in Re'g. v. Gol/egv otf Physikuzns an~d Sur-
vons, 1 Cart. At P. 767.


