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7. A few Hymne miglit be selected and
members asked to give the authorship cf
the Hymn and incidents connected wlth
its use.

8. Paperfion thegreatnamea among the
Hyrnn writers.

9. Members of the Society might be
asked beforehand for a list of their favor-
ite Hlymns and a selectien from. these sung
at the meeting.

10. As the question, how to vaake the
most of the Hymnai, je a practical one, to
which the pastor, who !B mainly respen-
sible for the service of praise, the choir
master and the organist, have ail doubt-
less given mucli attention, an address from
each of these uapon some phase of the Tepie
le suggeeted.

THE BEST CHURCH HYMNS.

Dr. Beneon, referred to in Dr. Somer-
ville's excellent article below,writes in
a recent number cf the Sunday Sehool
Times

A former article handled the question,
"What are the I3est Ohurch Hymne ?"I

It was there ehowni that, while every one
je at liberty te choose the hymne that are
beet te hini, oniy the church decides which
are the beet church hymne. The church
hymn is intendod for congregational use,
and the beet hymne are those which beet
fuil that use ; those, in otbei words, whicb
have won the wideet approvai and use by
the church. A li8t of the thirty-one bt. st
'hynen was given, and the article close(]
with the suggestion that it would be worth
while te examine the characteristice of
these hynen, so as te gain an aiiswer te
the question, XVhat isto-day the standard
of the bea;t chtirchi hymns ?

0f the-se thirty-one h.ymne, only two are
cf the seventeenth ceiitury,-Bim4iop Ken's
IlAwake, my soul, aud with the Sun."1 and
hie -Ail praise te thee, my God, this
night."'

01 the eip-bteenth century, Dr. Watts
lead*a with (ive,-'* When 1 survey the
wondrni3 crose;" Il IlQ God, our help in
ages j>st;" «Corne, let usjoin ourcheer-
fuI songe;" l 'esus shall reign where'er
thet sun ;"and "lThere ir a land cf pure
delight.' Charles Wesley t'ollows with
four,-" Jttgns. lover cf my Fioul; ""IlHarki1
the herald angels ;" IlIlChrist the Lord ie
risen to-ca ad IlLo i he coines wlth

cloude deeicendlng."l John N~ewton, with
two,-"l How eweet the name cf Je8s
sounde,"l and"I Glorloua things of thee are
sipoken."1 And these others with one each:
Toplady, "Rock of Ages;"I Doddridge,
IlHark the glad sound i the Savior cornes,; Il
Perronet, "Aillhail, t>e power cf Jesue'l
naine;I" Cowper, "Qeod nioves in a
mystericus way ;"I Williams, "lGuide me,
0 thou great Jehovah ;"l and Cennick,
"Children cf the heaveniy King."
0f the nineteenth century, Lyte leade

with twe: "«Abidewith me," and "lJesus,
1 my cross have taken;Il and these have
one ecdi: Kebie, "lSun cf My seul ;Il
Adams, "lNearer, my Qed, te thee;
Heber, "lFrom Greenland's icy moun-
tains ;"I Montgomery, "lHail to the Lord's
Anoited ;"I Grant, Il0 -worship the
King;" 1\arriott, "lThou whose almighty
word;" Elliott, "1Juet aejI amn; Iland the
anonymous recaet cf *an oider hymne,
"Jerusalein, niy happy home."
0f the nineteenth century aIse are two

versions of Latin hymne . Keale'e "Jerusa-
lem the golden," and Caswall'e IlJesus, the
very thoughit cf thee."1

The firsat thing the rcading cf thie liet
suggeste is the cathoîicity of the church's
j udgmcnt ; for Roman, Anglican, Indepen-
dent, Moravian, and Wesîeyan, alike, are
ailowed te contribute te it. The church's
uiiity, indeed, is foreshadowed in her
hymnody.

One ie impressed aise with the absence
frein this list of alh recent hymne. There
ie none lese than forty-flve yeare old. At
first, this wouid secin te indicate thejudg-
ment of the church that in hyrnncdy"I the
oid je better."1 But the fact je rather that
a hynin makes its way slewîy, and natur-
aily it takes a great while for any hymu ta
attain a use s0 general and widcspread,
and arnong se many branches of the churcli.

THE Bi 'OR 0F PRAISR', ITS HYMNS.
BY REV. JOHN S1omrERvILLE, D.D.,

OWEN SOUND.

The introduction cf the Preebyterian
Bock cf Praise will cal] forth frein hun-
dreds cf our pasteors and leaders in the
meetings cf ycung people references"to
the subject cf praise in generai, and te the
partieular features of Divine praise as
represented in the new bock. It will be of
service te have the subjeet more fully and
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