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gathering, thick and fast, for rebellion lias brokeix
ont in the xîorth.

The flrst city captured by the insurgents, Ch'ao-
Yang, in Manclinria, is aplace wherc Mr. Parker,
of the London Mission, hias beexi stationed, and
fears arc eintcrtaincd that lie hias been killed -
thougli nothing is positively known. Tt is only
a year since he came to, Obina. We Canadians
feel particular nnxiety about him, as lie studied
for a wliile in the Presbyterian College, Mont-
real, and six of our number met hiru lere only a
couple of months ago.

No one, of course, kcnows whvlereunto this may
grow, but it is understood' that the Iiperial
forces are being sent to the scene of the dis-
turbance and tixat extra guaboats have been
called for by the foreigil consuls- here.

Several missionary families arrived under mili-
tary escort last week -%vlo hiad been turned out of
their station near the great Nvall, on account of
dangerous proximiby to the rebels. These are
said to, be niassed in thousands just outside the
famous 1,Myriad Mile Wall."

The British consul, Mr. J3rennan, thinks that
we will be undisturbed in Honan, and 1 propose,
therefore, with his full approv'al, to return iii the
course of a day or twvo. 1 shail have to go over-
land by cart, as thie river is now frozen up. "Pray
that your lIiglht be notin tlietvitter," lias special
significaxice to, us at a tinie like thîs. Even iii
favourable weather, overland travel is very try-
i'ng, especially for ladies, but it is manch more so
wvhen the cold weather set,% in. Consequently,
with reluctance, 1 leave Mr.MacVicar on thîe
coast. Should necessity arise for us to abandon
our station in tlîe interior, IMr. Bostwick will
telegrapli to a poinit xîot far froni Pang Clmuang,
nid this Word -will reach us quicker than by the
ordinary courier service.

And niow I takze -upon myseif to tlîank you and
the F oreign Mission Committee, in the namne of
the Presbytery of Hlonan, for the tlioughtful con-
cern for our safety evidenced in your cablegrain,
and to assure you of our thorougli synipatlîy with
the oldi missionary Nvhio wrote sanie xnontlîs ago :

" nyof us are in inland stations whiere we can
have ixo European protection, but H-e %vlio piled
the inouxtains and speaks iii the thunder, the
Almiglity God, is our defence, coxnpared -%with
whomi a fleet of ironclads is no more than a
buxîdle of frecraclkers.'

Yours sincerely,
J. H. M.Acv'îrAul.

LETTE R FROMk REV. JOHN McDOUGALL.

Tho folInwinc is frnin a puivate letter written by INIr.
McD)oux.ili to, bis brotlaer. but tbuugit or carlicr date th'fn
soino alreaidy Publis!xcd. it Rives a picture or the sratn or
Chinia which will bc of deej interest te our rendcrs-ED.

lItSEBO0AT ON WEI RIVER, Oct. 6, 18191.

DEBAR D3ROTHELR :-X~aM writing to you on u
(t- way back frorn Tientsin. Whien we hast

wrote I was just getting Up, after an attack of
mnalaria. 1 have heen getting stronger ever
sîice. 4

China is iii a very uinsettled state at present.
It is belîeved by all foreign residents that changes
of some kcind are imiminent, but no one eau fore-
tell -%liat they miay be. China is full of secret
socicties ; sonie religions, coînposed of most
devout meni, who are dissatisfied witlî the three
religions, and somne of which have given, înany
converts to Clîristianity; saine hiaving robbery
and inijustice as their objeet; and others political
in cliaracter. The Governimqnt lias proscrîbed
tlîem but tlîey continue to flourish.

To a polîtical one, the Ko Lao Hui,-pro-
nounced like gu, iu gun, lou in loud, anidiw/ta iu
-whale-the riots of last .1lune are ascribed. It
is saîd to have iLs adiierents in every province.
Most of Gordoxi's old soldiers are believed to be-
long to it, and iii two, or three provinces it la able
to levy inoney from the mandarins, eitiier in the
farm of pensions for the soldiery, or directly as
blackumil. Its object la te overthrow the pre-
sent dynasty. It was generally believed at the
time tlîat the riots at, that time wvere flot iu-
tended to drive ont the missionaries but to im-
plîcate the goverinment wvith, the foreigu powers-

Distinct froni tlîis there is a strong anti-foreign
and anti-Cliristiaiî zovemient. It; bas its head-
quarters in the province of Hunan, <not Houa»
wvhere our mission is, Ed.), but its eflècts; are feit
in most of the Empire. It is carried on by the
sciiolars, the soldiers, the Goverument officiais of
Hunan, and tlîe officiais îimany yamens in otiier
provinces. Its printing preeses are pouning ont
thousands of copie-, of ix'fainous, placards and
pamphlets. Some of tiese are wvellknown to tue
missionaries, but many are distributedl secretly.
When in Tientain 1 saw a collection of twventy-six-
different ones miade by Griffith Johîux, of Haukow,
and forwarded to Mr. ]Richard Wo be presented by
.lîim to the \7 iceroy Li i{ung Chang, and 1 actcd
as lus amnanuenisis wvhile lue translated tuemn.
They range froin a. sort of Josh Billinigs Chinese
to liglu classical style.

Let mie give yoîî a fewv exanîples from miemory
of some of the anti-Cluristian olies. One of the
namies for God in Cluinese is Tien Cliu, or
Hecaven's Lord. Btatnothier-%vord ofcxactiy tuie
saine sound. cliu, thoug-li with a différent char-
acter axîd difierent toue, means pig. Clîrîstiauity
is tlierefore spokzen of by sonie of theni a-, the
religion of the licavcnly pig, thec cross bcing
represented lu the illuqtrated placards with a pig
clinging to ht . Thxose points on -%vliich our reli-
gion coines into contlict with tlicirs are thius

spokn of:-"Tt (Christianity> chocs not, permit
réverence ta auicestors, let the agud bewav.re. It
lacs naL veuierate licaveni and carth. It %ould

leave the temples desolate, let the pniests polndeî'
this. IL dioe.s not sacredly gatlier printed char-
actersa, let the learned root it ont,"I etc. Even the


