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NOTE ON THE OVIPOSITION 0F THE MUD TURTLE.

By MÀUU.M Cowsxv, Bristol, Que.

la the. soth of October. 1896, my hured man was ploughing
mea the. Ottawa River in the Township of Clarendon, and about
aine foot above the. level of the. water he ploughed up a mud
turtis ma.t wiiicii otained about &ity eggs. Tiiey were about
eigbt inciios under grood and covered with a solid graus sod,
tiiero beiumg no entrmoco to the. me.xc.pt from the. top, wiiere
tut.e wa a bol. about orne inch and a quarter in diameter. Tii.
id in wbicii the. nest wa situated bmd mot boom cultivated for

mmthan forty-fiv. y.mrs. The. aes was; siip.d like au ioverted
soup.turMoon , the bol. boimg in the. top of the. dom., and iiow the.
young tuartes got out wben bauced as flot eaty to gues. Tii...
egs wur om in the. lau and flot a tiag was found in tii. sheli
wb.n theo %ow wu goiug off iD the. mooth of April, tiie follow-
ing sprimg. Were tii.y batched by tii. .arly spriag sus, or de-
somm animal eat tim?

One of my neigiibors, Sir. John T.lfer, a oebauble mmm, wbo
bas doue mucii buntisg and Iiiisg, says tbat some y.ars mgo ii.
came wrois a tood sised turtle about six acres (mmmn tiie Ottawa
River at Clarendon Front, in the. cousty of Pontiac, and as its

mowmmtswerm peculiar be declded to watch it He dlimbod a
leaning tree and (rom bis pouitio a few foot abov. the. groand be
saw the. turtie lift up ber iider part and drop au çgg. Thon witii
one of ber bled leg s .i to.k the. eg and reaciig far down in
tIi. boi. placed it in the. sest After about a minute the. sammo pro.
cous wms *gain gos. tbrougii wlti, and so on ustld1 sii bd laid
about a doues eggs. M t. Teller says tiiat b. i satisfle tiiat a
tuti lays ai ils efflsat ooe timme, sot at isîervals like a bon. He.
alirms that tii.y hoflow out tieim ftIrst and tiien cover k over,
heaving a smll bol. li tiie top largo enough to allow a b.nd keg
to ester it witb an egg. bfr. Telfer also expresmed bis wooder at
the. lengtii to wbiciia tutti. could strotciilber keg and the. care sde
dispimys in placimg tii. eggs in the. mest Tiiougii be never saw a
yeung tut. comme out cf a aes bis; bellot i tbat tbe mothor
watcbes tbe sost, and wben tbe young are iatcbed, eitber pulls tbe


