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Sucli are the grenerai circuinstauces aiwavs favorable to an uprising,
the tinder, as it were, thiat awvaits but a spark froin the torcli of revoit.
to grow into an immîense conflagration. lu the preseîît case, the
mnîniiediate causes are :alitipathy to the stranger :hlatred of Christ-
ianitv ;and the counivauce of the Goverinueut Nvith the secret societies.

The Chinese have aiwvays heen noted for their intense national
pride, anîd a supreine contcnipt for ail] îot Cliniese. For centuries,
China lias been shut up %vithin lierseif, iii relative isolation. No
wvonder, theni, tlîat she could hiave becoine vain anid egotistic bv pro-
linge(l sel f-contenîîlation, that shie should regard ail that dloes flot
resenîble lier as worthy oiv of conteînpt, a'nd( ail thiat contradicts
or thvarLs lier as objeets of hiatred, Shie is to lier alniond-eved sous,
the oie country, the F lowery Kingdoin, the Celestial E nipire ;lier
soil is sacred, lier Eniperor is the son of Heaveni, lier people the
cli ldren of tic Suni, and E ilropeaiis the devils f roin the West."

Thxis nlationial pride, thougli excessive, and to us ridiculous, is,
wbien exaiiniie< bv Clijuese standards, ixot wvithout soine show of
reasoxi to hack it up. Clîjuiese tradition cati go back forty centuries.
Ages.-ago, %vhien iîearly ail the res;t of the world wvas plinged ini tue
grossest barl-larisii, Cinaiz enjoyed tlîe benefits of a cîiitured civilization.
M'lieu tue rude llritoni or Frankl roained tlîrouglî lus native forests,
clad iii the skins of beasts hazr'ilv wilder than lminsclf, lus Clluiese
conteînporarv, attired ini gorýgeonis silk, was leavii bis red visiting-
card at soine dainty villa surroundcdl by well-kerut gardenis :or lie ivas
studving tuec revolutions of the sta-rs; or listeing to a dissertation ou
pbilcsoplîy. Ccenturies !,efore thîe Chîristianî era, China possessed lier
poets anti a ju uobes whiic, ini tluc sciences- of istronony antd
mîatlenatics, shie wvas far ini advance of auv countrv ini the world.
Gunpilowder. the printiig-press anti the iinaIrinier's conupass, wvere

kn-iown anid werc used iii China long before tlue present European
nations 11a1(la'guuî to exst hWat she wvas ini thue past. slîe is still iii

thue evcs; of the Chlianani, -tîe one, great, civilized country, sur-
rounldeti bv barbarians, or, at hest, upstarts. But. aila-s for tlîe Cluiiua-
mnî ! Wilie China bia% reunaiiied s-tationiary. the world aroinîd lier bas
cli.aigedl. anti, wliethcer Aie wills it or not. she 11i11-0 Change also tt'
suit lier -surrouiidinigs. Her provinces aire far too ric.. for Europeanls
tcu lie excludvd froin thenu, anti tbe clisinteresteti forci-ner nuuist lue
allowcxl to enter lier satcreti ports, lirinugixg Nvithi Iiiii his questioîîable
civihi7ation., anid ieparting witli thecir silk, anti golti. Japan realizeti
the neeti of rcfornî. n il, mi oe hountl, she passeti froîîu the civiliza-
tiou of the tiîird celntury to tiha-t of thîe inieteentli. 'Shi that lind been.
froni tinuei inuniienioria-l,'thie sattellite of China, fountid berself aton-
lier rival, theni lier conqueror.
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