
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEXV.

ILL-TIMED MILITARX' DISPLA T .

The opening exercises of the exposi-
tion at Atlanta, as those of the Colura-
bian exposition at Chicago, were
miarred by a military display. Both
expositions signalized advance in civili-
7ation. Each wvas a triumph of peace,
which biath its victories far more intelli-
gent, useful and Goï fearing, if less
renowned, than w'ar.

War is barbarous. Lt is horrible in
its cruelty. 'l'le murder wholesale of
humiaii creatures, their maiming for
Ff- the agcny of féarful wounds, the
constant flow of humian blood, the tor-
tuteof carnp-contracted diseases, suifer-
ing, privation, rnisery, death, are the
inevitable attendants of arnied confiicts.
The horror of warfare doeg not end
with the agony of the immediate par-
ticipants. Homes are scattered by its
bursting shelis. Man's crueity te man
carries woe and desolation, poverty and
distress into innocent households, The
horrid din of battie is echoed by the
lamientation of the widow and the
despairing cry cf the orphan.

War is a curse. L. is wastefui as
%vell as inhuman. Lt is destructive cf
property as well as of life WVar-lit
flaînes consume the a'ranary and the
rcoftree. Thrift is shriveled in the
ashes of its desolation. Industry is
paralyzed in turne of wvar, save those
activities of the forge, the foundry and
ihe iiil that armn the hand cf murder
w-th its deadiiest weapon. Iu the
midst uf arms ail that makes for human
progress is checked, aIl that tends te
human ferocity is aroused te preter-
nittural. activity. Conscience is blunted.
Moral cowers at the feet cf physical
forces. Religion is impotent. Chiris.
tianity is scattered te the winds. The
roiîinands cf the Prince cf Peace are

1unheard in the shock of arms. iMen
claiming te hold God's commission urge
on the fearftil strife and priests cf rival
camps insult the throne cf mercy by

fatcor confident appeals that in the
contest cf killing and rnaiming God's

creatures te themn shahl be awarded vic-
tory.

In the moral lesion of a war period
greed is deepened into extraordinary
and scandalous activity. The mon-
eyed class take advantage of tbe distress
of nations and furnish sinews only at
rminous discounts. There is widcspread,
haste to be rich. 'lhle commion ex-
chequer is bled by shamcelessly corrupt
contractors. A shoddy aristocracy
flaunts the proceeds of its plundyr in
the face of a suifering people. In the
temipest of baleful passions the senti-
ment of patriotism is lest. The mer-
cenary takes the place cf the voluaRteer.
G overniment commiencts conscription
and Riches hires Poverty as bis substi-
tute for the bulcherv at the front. The
bounty juniper becomes as insolent as
the bondholder. If Dives bleeds only
in the purse Lazarus discovers ne rea-
son why hie should bleed in the body.
The reign cf even-handed justice is
superseded by the mighit that makes
right. Drunk with blood, the nation,
as B3yron said, vomits criaie. The per-
iod cf recovery is a long travail. The
scars remain forever.

Justified necessary wars are feiv.
Even when a people make the supremne
struggle for liberty against wanten or
grecdy oppression they have lost much
even in their triumph. They have
tasted blood and are in danger of
theiselves 11ecoming oppressors. They
have ccnquered in a defensive war.
Why net try their victoricus guns in a
wvar of aggression?

The republic of the United States,
signally favored aniong the nations,.
wocn its independence in a long wàr,
frein which it slow1y recovered. Its
place in the world is well assured. Its
civilization is net 'Mohammedan or
Buddhist. Lt is Christian, and ne pee-
ples on the earth are se happily situated
in geegraphical position, in numbers
and in reseurces, te uphold in practice
the Christian doctrine cf peace as this
republic cf the North Amnerican contin-
ent. It has ne colonies te defend, un-
fertunately it lias ne commerce in dis-


