
CULTIVATION OP THE M1USICAL POWERS.

sufferings. . ..Whcrefore ia A tlîings it bccame lm [the Divine Soi>
"to be illadc like unto Ris brcthren,"' &o. (Luke xxiv. 26-46; lcb. ii.

10, 17.) Surely Christian teachers niust takie such pa.-s.gcs as thcse
bothi for their texts and their niodels. To expound thiese texts, to enter
rcally iinto their nicaniug, is to coipose a ehapter of a treatise on doctri-
nal theologýy. Systcînitic thcologly, thon, cannot, bc donc away, so Ion& as
'he Bible is to bc the subjct of' mal, cartncst study. Il%'eazsoni must con-
tinue to be applied to thje exposition, "lsupport, and defence of precexisting
statcnients of Seriptuire." Iloe again, hiowever, we would rcîuexwber thle
caution of the saine divine ive have alrcady quoted. Iluian reason
41owcs ai it lighlt" on tl.ese -ubjects "lto revelation, and cannot go
bc-yoîîd it. Witlî even the chtie in its baud, it extricates itsecIf ilo farther
from tlîe labyrintli thii it is led by thc hand of inspiration."

CULTIVATION 0F TI1JE MUSICAL POWTERS.

DY TH£i 11EV. J. IR. SCOTT.

Muilike cvery science, forrns a department of God's truth. As
such, it has its laws no Iess lixcd and unalterable than those of any
othier scienlce. These laws have been ascertaincd and systcmnatizcdl,
just as in the otiier sciences. As lu chemistry, it is fuund, by cx-
periiiient, that; certain gases, coiinbiiîî, iii certain dclinite propor-
tions, forin watcr, 80 iii Musie, experimezît shows that to produce u
gitven effeet, sounlds must follow ecdi othier according bo a regular
scale, iu wvhich the notes are separated fromn cadi other by intervals,
somne longer, soine shorter, bts nteaially exact, that notes
struck toc'ethier in certain combinations, invariably produce lhar-
rnony, whIfle, sounided toguthier in other comblinations, thecy always
produce discord. Onîy as these laws arc observcd, can souuds give
pleasure, or aw-aken any specifie emnotion. Thc saine souncis given
ont regardless of these lawvs, annoy th1e car, and may evenl cause
exqîusite pain. Nowv, as one may bave considerable l)iactical kinow-
ledgc of chemistry, -ithout beiug a scientific chcîinist, so nature,
praclwce, and observation, may hiave .-given one conasiderable ,i(-
quaintance with mnusic, Milo lias nover been tauiglt it scientifically.
stîlli it is oniy as the natural inusician recill, however unconscious-
]y, eonforms to thie principhes enunciated by science, that lie canl
produce any desircd effect. Now, since thc science of musicecm-
braces ail that niatuire and experinient bave tauglit ail mnen in al
time hithierto about t'his hranchi of' truth, it 18 presurnahie there is
no0 one so gifted as not b Lbe capable of increasing- Iis skill, 1w
,vailing birnscif of instruction. The more nearly the praises of
God's biouse arc conformed to the truc tcaciugis of musical science,
the more likely, othier t1ingis being equal, tbeir design wvlll bc ae-
complishod.

Thc secîns to be in the minds of înany of the advocates of Con-
gSreg-ational singiiug,, a repuignance to thc idea of churchi music

eigscPfie. But docs riot this spring from a misapprehiension of'


