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berish to those outside the trade, or if they convey any mean~ Soine forms of words aro very stazling when heard for the
ivg at all, couvey an crroncous one, and frequently ao ab- - first time.
surd one Let me give you an instance.  Within the wmouth, & letter
Once more~—take Crompton—there pgors the man who in | was written to the Times, by a person using the initials
vented © tho mule ;™ thut docs not sound very weld, but the | F. R. 8, entreatiug that the Devastation should not be sent to
mule itself has details. One is #'Fwist at the heal ; * imagioe | sea, 83 sho must be unsafe beeause she had ¢ heavy woazhts
a man beiug introduced into London society as the inventor | sbove her centre of gravity.,” This Is a4 most alarming sate-
ol «'T'wist at tho hiead,” a pret ¥ burlen his life would be { ment until it comes to b considered, and then it turus vut to
wade to him  Imagine Stephenson’s claim to respect aud jmean ne more than that the Devastation is not & flosting
attention being based upon hiz improvement of the * Gab fmiracle, as she must have been if she wers the fitst body in

motior ” It wou'd be au unpardopable waste of your time
to mnltiply examples  Morcover, statues, even it good, and
public addresses, though cloquent, would rot pay our taxes
nor find us in clothes I tfeel that jo this reun 1 ought vot tn
updervalue honorary rewards. Its walls are alorned with
pictures showing that in times gone by competitors were
content with the applasse of their fullow-men, or at the ut-
wo<t & crown of Ivaves gratified all their ambition, but I
doubt whether those upes produced many inventioss, except
improvewcnls in weapons, to enable man to more convenieat-
Iy kill his fellow-mau. Further, in those golden ages and
genial climes, I think we may take it men were but Hshtly
taxed, and certainly the tailors’and dresswakers' bilis (to
Jjudize by the representaticas on the wall) mnust have been at
« minimum, Under such circumstances wmen might becontent
with honurary rewards , the hand cealities of our times and
our climate, however, make such rewards, aloue and unac-
compani d by =emething ware substantial, 8 mere mockery
of the nowd that they were destined to cheer,  For the Jast
time I will refer to Crompton ; he, or rather his spirit, bas
lLad honorary reward. Long aster his death the town of
Iiclton erects a statue to bis memory : there was an uaveil-
ing, there were speeches. The opponents of a patent law
nught say, ¥ What mor: can & man waut, to canse himto
drvete his lite to improvement, than such a posthumons
teward asthis?”  Inanswer to such s Jd-mand, I think the
iuventor would refer the opponent of a patent law to Shake-
speare,  What says he of honour?

#Who hath it? He tuat died on Wedoesday, Doth he feel
it? No. Isitinseusible, then? Yes, to the dead.  But will
it n.tlivy with the living? No  Why? Detracticn will not
s itfer it therefore 'l none of it

Awmoug all the papers on the patent law that 1 have read,
awlamonz all the discussionus on that quostion I have at-
teaded, Idy not recall any other suggestions put forward by

. the opponents of patent law, as affording edequate grounds

for the continunuce of iuvention in the absence of such a law,
than thos+ I hare now considered : — 1st, That an inventor
canuot reframn from inventing ; 2nd. That the inventor is the
man who of all others can best reap a profit from the corm-
mercisl exercise of his invention ; ded. That there should be
a»ysiein of uationsl rewards; 4th, f'nat there should be a
£¥stem of porely honorary rewands,

1 ean hiave left you in vo doult as to my opinion of the
ipadequacy of each and all of these suggested incentives to
wvention, and 1 will trust that most, if not all those, who
tionour me by their presence here to-night concur in wy vicws;
Lat there are men who say, % Re it even as you state, and
take 1t thatin the absepee of a pateat Iaw there will not bean
afrmuate incentive to invention, still it is cxpedicnt that such
a law should not exist, because greater cvils arise fromn it
than would arise from a cessation of invention.”

Tocy say the evils are -

luterference with the freedom of trade.

Tihat British manufacturers are put at a dissdvantage., as
-l':mxmcd witu thoso of countries where there is ast a pateat

w

That = patent for an invention, by barting the road, stops
forth-t inveetions.

That pateats a™ granted for uscless things.,

That pateats are gianted for thicgs which are old.

That the existeuce of patents gives risc to expeusive and
difticult tigtion.

That patcotees are great losers by patents, aad that it
would be & charity to protect them agzzinst themsclves,

_Letus, ns bricfly ag possible, cxamine iato the value of these
charges.

- Iuterfesenre with frendoin of trade.”  This I admit has a
soleauin sound 5 it is cnougl to cause wany wise heads to be
shaken ; but dou’t lct us b~ frightennd =2 an expression, lct
us cxanine and soc what it means.

creation that had not as wuch effect from the weights above
ita centre of gravity as from those below 3t.

Now, as to interference with freedom of teade It is Eaid,
were 1t not that the inventor Llocks the way with bis patent,
manufacturers generally would use the iuvention, and thus
the public would be benetitted. I unhesitatingly asscrt, as
the result of many years close uttention to this question, that

such a statement is entirely at variance with the faet  and
before I have done I hope you will agres with me.
‘Take any one of the important industries, industrivs uch

as cotten or wool, The very last thing ths estabioshed
manufacturer wishes for is a substautive improvement, aud
for the following obvions reasons © e has got his good husi.
acess and his connexion ; his customers are pleased with that
which he makes and are satistied with the price they lave to
pay for his produoction, because they bave no exprrivuce of
any better qnality or of apy more advantageous price, inas-
tnuch as, by the supposition, this manufacturer is 2 mandoiug
as well as the buik of these in his trade  He, his torcen,
and ls workmen are all accustomed to their own way of
work, and they don't waut to learn a fresh system.  But there
is one reason of far more consequence thau all these toge-
ther, nad that i3, the manufacturer has many thousands of
pounds erbarked in the mabinery with which he conducts
his ma-.ufacture, 2ud that wachinery is of the 1l valu- at
which it stands in his books, bat compel him to adopt a sub-
stantive inveution in h's manufacture, vhat will then become
of thosc thousands of pounds’ worth of machinery 2 They
will lose their worth at once, they will be degraded from
their condition as machines to the state of old ipetal, and
their value will fall from many thousands to perhaps net the
same number of hundreds, and cuntemporaneously with this
fall will be the necessity of finding 3 laige sum to b ex-
peoded on the machinery required by the new process.
Coupled with this, there is the anuoyance of partial stoppase
of works during alteration, of bad work being produced for
some time under the new process, becuse it is new, and bas
to be learned, of the chance of offending ~ustomers by Jelay,
and by the inferiority of products ansing from the bad work
of whivch 1 have spoker, aud all this has to be incurmedin the
the hope of success by the new process, with the certainty that
directly it is found to succeed, competitors in trade will one
by one follow the example, lcaving the adopter of the new
method no better off in comparison with his competitors than
be was before the alteraticy, snd with the certainty that if
the plan fails, even if he be nut ruined, he will be lavghed at
for his pains. Mowover, there is not only the difficulty of
teaching mep ww wags, there is also to be oveicome the
frequent exhibition of suller 11l huraour which breaks fosth
when & proposition is taade to some trusted and honest, but
parrow-mnded manager of furemay, that the precess hic hag
so long folluwed can be improved. What is the ¢ cense.
cmted” cxpression used under such circumstanivs? < Here
have I been working man and boy for forty years at this
work, and my father Leforc me, and I am to be told that
some man, who is ten years my juvior, ana who never
worked at the trade at all, knows mere than 1 do, and can
teach me my own business”  This i a dire ofen-r. I have
se o much of it, and it has practi-all_\f 2 zreater waght than
1night, on a lirst censideration, be attributed tost. Kemember
that frequently the principal of a manufactary has to wely on
such men for all qurstions connected with the manufacture,
aund that cven in those cases where he koows enough of his
own business to be able to judge for himeelf, the amwonint of
resistance to imprevement that can be offered by ruen of the
class T have been cousidering is most serious, and they can
offer such resistance covertly and passiverly, without the pwes-
sibilty of their cwployer being able to fix them with au . ab.
solate disobedicnce of vsders, or with an active opjesitiou.

{To be evrtinued.)




