SUNDAY-SCHOOL BA NNER.

the east, in which * all the people ™ of Jerusalcm,
under Ezra, could asscmble.

5. Compare David's words (1 Ciiron, 15, 12, 8¢.)
referring to the disaster of Uzzah, The * sanctifi-
cation” was of course purely ceremonial, but its
ignifl would be i tively felt till long
familiarity had reduced it to a mere form. It must
be remembered that the root idea of *holiness”
among the Shemites was not purity, but exclusive
dedication to a deity. The ‘* holy ones” of Baal
and Ashtoreth shared the foulness of their divinity,
and the  holy ones” of Jehovali were to be pure
only because he is pure. Filthiness. Comp.
note on 2 Kings 17. 12, last month. Besides the
pollutions of idol-worship, there would be accumu-
lated rubbish from years of neglect. The house of
the Lord must be purged from all defilement, ma-
torial or spiritual,

6. Our fathers. And hix own worst of all.
1t was rescrved for Hezekiah's son to outdo this
neglect of Jehovah's house by profaning it with
idol-altars far more than Ahaz had done in the
earlier part of his reign. The reference docs not
scem to go further back than Ahuz and his gener-
ation. Turned away., We are reminded of the
sun-worshipers of Ezck. 8. 16 (often, but winngly,
supposed to be Zoroastrians). But the words here
must be taken in the metaphorical sensc, of aban-
doning and despising the house. Tt is a clear con-
fession of the neglect of religious duties.

2, Doors. That is, the outermost gates of the
temple, in the center of the great colonnude. Thus,
if any had desired to worship they were shut out.

8. The last chapter gives a vivid picture of G '8
judgments on the guilty land, and how Ahaz in his
despair sought aid from Tiglath-pileser, and from
every divinity but the true. God's forbearance to
him is wonderfully shown in Isa. 7. 10-17, where
deliverance from Pekah and Rezin is promised
before the child of the sign, * God-is-with-us,”
«bould have reached years of diseretion. This was
carly in his reign, but, as ever happens, the man
who rejected God’s word only grew harder of
heart because that word had been spoken.
Tossed. Comp. Jer. 15. 4, ete.; Deut. 28, 25,
Hissing. Comp. Mie. 6, 16,and often in Jereminh
(18. 18, etc.). The word portrays the expression
of contempt and scorn, See. Referring to the
various disasters of chap. 28. The evidences of the
evil results of forsaking God were before their eyes.

10. Heart, Comp. 1 Chron, 22. 7. Coves
nant. Comp. chaps. 15. 12; 34. 815 Neh. 10.
98, 8. This renewal of the pristine covenant
belongs especially to times when there lias been a
great national apostasy. Such rencwals prepare
for the grand promise of a new covenant, which
should be forever (Jer, 1. 51). Amger. Comp.
chap. 30, 8.

11. Sons. The affectionate address brings out the
king's deep earnestness. Chosen, (Deut. 10. 8
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The Lesson Council.

Question 1. What traits of character wers 22-
emplified by King Hezekiah ?

Zeal for the worship of God and for the utter de-
struction of the images, groves, high places, and
altars of idolatry ; courage and confidence in God:
great constency and perseverance in the work of
reform. His only recorded weuknexs was sarity
and pride shown in the displuy of all his treasures
to the embassadors of the King of Babylon. for
which he incurred the divine displeasure. Intrue
piety and zeal for God he was unexcelled by any
King of Judah.—8. N. Fellows, D. D., Man:hester,
Ia.

Without piety Hezekiah could not have been iu-
strumental in bringing about the great reformation
that touched every part of the country. Culike
some pious men he wus practical, as scen in the
means used in achicving the results of his reizn,
Some conneet piety with un casy-going disposition,
but Hezekish wus encrgetic and courageous. He
threw off the yoke imposed upon his futhers and sct
the all-powerful Assyrians at defiance, Like many
great men vanity in a weak moment mastered him,
and the glorying in his pe yssessions resulted in scri-
ous consequences,— Rev. William Eakins, J.rsey
City, N. J.

Tezekish was a model king. Coming
throne at a time when God was mocked, virtue ridi
culed, and viee encouraged, he rose superior o his
surroundings and showed himself to be: 1. Consei-
entious. ** He did that which was right.” 2. Zeal-
ous. He “ brake the images in pieces ;" even the
brazen serpent went to powder, In place of idola-
trous rituals, sacred literature was furnished the
people ; thus socicty was reformed. 8. Judicious,
Reform was commenced at the right place—in the
temple; and among the right cluss—the clergy.
4. Patriotic. “All Israel and Judah” were wved,
and in war he exhorted, ** Be strong and cour-
ageous.” 5. Vain. Like others, he was ** lifted up”
by success, 6. Pious. [lis picty, however, was
greater than his vanity, and, duly humbled, he bHe-
came greater than ever.— Rev. J. M. Durrel!, Hin-
chester, N. H.

the

Analytical and Biblical Outlin2.
The Good King.
I. 18 Goop FouNpATION,
1. Righto...sight of the Lord. v. 2.
“1....search the heart,” Jer. 17. 10,
9, All that David. v. '
“Thy house... Lestablished.” 2 Sam. 7. 13,
11. His Goop BEGINNIN
1. First year.. . first month. v. 3,
“ With thy mig't.”” Eeel, 8. 10
2. Opened the house. v. 8.
“Open....gates of righteousness,”* Psa. 113,19,




