
RUNVT AND RIS FRIENDS.

Margret Holmes in The Week.
lh, thiflking of thie man wbe loved bis,
~ 0 inen there always comes a mixture of

l0t Ons ue can neyer tell wbere ends the
d1lIonfor his peetical genins, aud wbere

418the love for bis independence of spirit
IInUfloundedI gooduese ef beart.

Léigb Hunt was boru on the 19t1 of Octo-
-184 a t Southgate, in the couuty of

fi esex-au ont-et -the-way place, lie celle it,
1t0 tepr, sweet air et antiquity about

lu. 8i Peakiug of bis family, he tells us :
Onthe fInotber's side we seem ail saîlors aud

~'ogh subjects, with a mitigation, on the
IiIePart, of Quakerism, and ou the father'e
f4 eare Croles and claret-drinkers, very

Dueand clerical." There is no period et
nitt, lite that is not interesting.

' oe loves the gentie, delicate little boy, the
eungltad iet rohust of bis parents' sons,

SWhom thc sympatlietic lodging-house

Wept because he was sick and a heretic.
"' 8 sure he wouid die, and Hunt's words

'eae thougbt I would go te the devil."
Of~ feeling auger at ber intoierance, he

Ditetorments the good woman muet bave
""crd, and congratulates bixuself that his

aa geutîe instead et a violent bigot,
8%tbeof those better notions oftGod which

'iiein the best natures. This was at
Yt heil le was being sent te France on

%k0uit Of il.beaitb. Reterring te this period
laye'. have sometimes been led te cou-
erOi thiu as the firet layer of that accumulated

eneWitb which in after lite I bad occasion
tu furtif
tis - muY Yseif, and the supposition las given

r ianuy consolatory reflections ou the
0c (f endurance in general."

Ile deec-ribes himself as baving been
% -e ) r at least irritable enougli until sick-

n'Iagtion~ and an ultra-tender reariug
"'rdhimn feerful and patient. 11e was the

Of rnirth and melaucholy. 11e neyer saw

tendOther amile excepting in a sorrowtul,
faahsion, wbile bis father's exuberent

~te buret forth in ebouts of laughter on the
Prhovocation. llunt's prevailing tem-
enth inberited trou bis father, and thietaie and elasticity of spirit, joined with

. h 1fence, charity and tendernees that camne
le iIother, made bum the delightf ul

4 ter that le was. Se great wshie
li adrveec for lis mother, he f eit

e'%ttOf rie i te ifimiebae bequeatbed

~8Ing the youngest sou le received lis

<fthe playful persecutions visited by
ho,ýroters on the babies et the family.

bf is delicacy le escaped bodily
trulropbut as boys, intnitiveiy discover

thttheIne factoe, an eider brotber found eut

41:&61ttle eue had imaginatio, and Hunt

. vorto kick lis shins ; yet ou the ' Night
%et of ture' be lad me."
. e f~eared not only ghoets and ail pertain-

çj, tutesuperuatural, but anything strange
hI5 Aollth. On bie return from France witb

btheor they stopped at Deal. One vn
,hi _. et'O Stood oý n h bach ýiook" iug at0

-'e nt to Christ Hospital te echaol,
48850ciating witb other beys, le grew ont

'a~tlliitY in a masure. H1e slept ini a
r4 8 ixtY others, and for a tume lie for-
*huaifa that tbe nîgît brought liii, but

%,nbut thirteen yeers et age le weut to
4a vacation et the country hopse et bis

aurrey$ and waa greatly surprised a'nd
tflu i od terrors of the night

came back as soon as he shut himself in his
sleeping room. It was during this visit that
he fell in love with his cousin, Fanny Dayrell,
older than himsecf by two years. He cals her
bis first love, and he always cherished for her
the warmest affection.

Hunt's first connection with a newspaper
for actual work was when he and bis brother
John, in 1805, set up a paper called The News.
Leigli wrote the theatricals for it. In those
days dramatists and edîtors were expected to
fraternize for mutuel benefit. Puffing and
plenty of tickets was the approved system of
the day ; but the *Young critic conceived the
idea that independence in theatrical criticism
would be a great novelty. His idea was cor-
rect, and, like the majority of novelties, it
proved popular. Everybody read The -News,
and believed every word of it. The proprie-
tors of the paper left the critic to hiniself, and
while be praised what pleased him and lashed
severely the shortcomings of the stage, he re-
fused to know an actor personally, and declares
he would as lief have taken poison as accepted
a ticket from one of the theatres. That lie
afterward tbought he had gone to extremes
may be inferred from bis half-serious, baîf-
comic exclamation: " Good God ! to think of
the grand opinion I bad of myseif in those
days, and what littIe reason I had for it! "

It was in the beginning of the year 1808
that Leigh and John Hunt set up the weekly
paper called The Examiner. It was named
after The Examiner of Swift and bis brother
Tories. The Hunts had no thouglit of poîitics
-at least Leigh had not. His thought was of
the wit and fine writing in the oid Examiner;
and he in bis youtbful confidence proposed to
emulate it.

For a short time before and after the
establishiment of The Examiner the poet was
empioyed ini the War Office. His stock of
aritbmetic, learned for the purpose, was suffi-
cient, but in other respectselie made a bad
clerk ; coming in late to work, and wasting bis
owu time and that of others in continual jest-
ing. These fanîts in connection witb the toue
of The Examiner respecting the court and the
ministry, made him conscious of the necessity
of resigning bis position rather than have such
a course suggested to him. Accordingly, be
sent in bis resignation, and then, giving bis
entire time to The Examiner, be was soon in
the midst of politics. This paper, it will lie
remembered, was establisbed in the latter part
of the reign of George the Third, and two or
three years before the appointment of the
Regency, and it had several brouls with the
Ministry.

Tbe Hunts were also proprietors of a
quarterly magazine of literature, The Refiec-
tor. In this periodical were published some
of Lamb's liveliest essays, and some of Leigh
Hlunt's most enduring work; tbough from bis
own account of it one is led to suppose that the
magazine, in the main, was badiy managed.
This is bis summary : " Having angered the
stage, dissatisfied the cburcb, offended the
State, not very well pleased the Whigs and
exasperated the Tories, I must needs com-
mence the maturer part of my verse-making
with " The Feast of the Poets. "

The- offences of the brothers brougbt them
no very serious conse(Iuefces until.tbey turued
the fulsome praises of the friendai of the

tbrone, the meut despotic anthority. It was
in this troubled time that Leigh Hunt lived
and battled for humanity. Ârmed witb bis

types, bie moral fearlesueisand bis hatred of
tyranny, he stormed the atronghold of ignor-
ance, vauity and egotieni.

Wbeu the Prince Regent waa shown bis
character as the editer of The Examiner saw it,
he had uothing with whicb te defeud himselt
but fines and imprisonnient. On the 3rd
day of February, 1813, the Hunt brothers were
committed te Surrey jail for a terni of two
years. Their fine was one tbousand ponnds.
The Goverument offered to cancel botb fine
and imprisonment on condition that The
Examiner sbould be pledged to refrain from
criticisms of the Prince. To this proposition
the answer was short and simple.

Leigh Hunt was firet placed in a room in
the prison wbere lie continualîy heard tbe
cianking chains, the imprecations, and the
ribald laughter of hardened felons. By clumb-
ing upon a chair lie could look froni bis win-
dow, but it was only te see the men who wore
the chains. For a montb or more he endured
this torture ; then he was removed to rooms in
the bouse of tbe jailor, where be was allowed
te walk in the garden and to bave bis family
witb him. His eldest daugbter was beru in
the prison. Hunt's story of hie prison life is
simply exquisite. He made friends with tbe
jailor and bis wife, and the latter was always
deeply grieved when she failed to turn the key
Bo softly in locking up for the nigbt, that ber
gentle prisoner shonld not bear it.

From his prison Hunt dates the beginning
of many new friendsbips. Here lie first met
Hazlitt, Sir John Swinsburne, and bis friend of
friends, Shelley. Charles Lamb and hie sister
Mary, he says, came oftener than any others.
The weather was neyer so disagrecable as te
keep tbem away. His scbool-fellows, Barnes,
Mitchell, and many others were frequent
visitors. Yet, as was but natural, be suffered
from the confinement. He required out-door
exercise of more varied character than the
prison garden afforded Hie forced seclusion
developed a morbid liking for inaction ; so
that wben released hie telt the whole active
business of life to be a great impertinence.
H1e neyer f ully recovered from tbe effects of
bis two years iu prison.

It always seems strange that Leigli Hunt
and tihe saturnine Thomas Carlyle were the
warmest of friends. It was a direct meeting
of optimiet and pessimist ; au example of
Emerson's quaint saying, " We like the other-
est. "

" Barry Cornwall " was another of Hunt's
dear friends. Perbape there bas neyer lived
another man of genins se, universally loved.
One friend epeaks of hi as " catching the
sunny aide of everytbiug and findiug every-
tbing beautif ni. Hawthorne calîs bis prose
"unmeasured poetry."

Hie dust lies in Kensal Green Cemetery.
There, in the autumu of 1869, on the eigbty-
fifth anniversary of bis birtb, was unveiled the
monument erected te bis memory. The ad-
dress on this occasion was delivered by Lord
Hougliton, wbom Hunt bad known and loved
as Richard Monvkton Mimnes. Moncure
D. Curry thus describes the conclusion of the
simple ceremony: " Wben tbe address was
coucluded, we all repaired te the grave. Here
the bust of the peet, veiied, stood beside a
dais or platform. The sculpter, Durhami,
steod before bis work. Lord Hougbton, ac-
comp)anied by Leigh Hu4nnt's soÉtnbote

h&l better be on the watch for the devil's
work.

TH4P CANAtDA Pk1PS13YTErÉIAN.

Mr.J .Flemig. It ls worthy of note
that this very able organIst o! Knox
church has not been absent f rom her or-
gan durllig a church servie or choir prac-
tice except lu case of Ilîness for the past
thiýrteep years. Thie lis Christian service In
truth."1
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BY REV. W. S. M'TAVISH, B.D., ST. GEORGE

FEU. 26.-Scnding portions ta others. What have we
sent? Neh. 3: ro; Acts 3: 5-9.

The poor, have neyer ceased out 0f the
land. We have theni with us aiways.
But wherever the authority ot the Word
of God has been properly recognized they
have been treated with consIderation, and
a" long as the spirit of the Gospel prevails
they wili be ciothed, fed and visited. When
the iaw war3 first given, God's people were
taught that they must neither reproach
nor negleet the needy. The Israelites were
taught that they nmust make provision for
the poor, and this they did by ieaving the'
corners of the fields ungleaned, and by
ieaving also whatever fruit escaped their
notice when they first gathered the crop
from the orchards and vlneyards. Not only
so, but at the celebration of their feasts
they kindly remembered their poorer breth-
ren. When the >Worship of God was re-
estabIished at Jerusaleni after the captiv-
ity, the people sent portions froni their
feaste to those for whorn nothlng had been
prepared. The sanie custom prevailed aiso
lu the tume of Esther. (Esth. 9. 19, 22).

The very genius of the Gospel Is kInd-
ness té the poor and unfortunate. 'Mat-
thew Henry says, "lTrue grace does not
wish to eat Its morsel alone." Shakspeare
reminds us that we are born to do bene-
l its, and he further reniinds us that what'
lm ours to bestow Is not ours to reserve.
But a greater than Shakspeare teaches us
that we are not to withhold good froni
hlm to whom it la due when It 15 In the
power of our hand to do ItL (Prov. 3. 27).
StIli further, Christ Himnself enjoins us to
give to hlm' who asks, and not turn away
from i hm who would borrow of us. (Matt.
5. 42). But are we to give to men Indliscrlm-
inately? Are we to give a meal, lodging or
money to every tramp who asks for It?
No. "If a man work not neither shal he
eat." The example of Job Is very suggestive
on this point. (Job 29. 12-17).

What are we to give ? It ie obvions
that we can only give such t hings as we
have. It is equaily obvious that needs
vary, ami that, therefore, the heip we give
should be ln accordanec with the needs
of the Individuai. Peter had neither gold
nor sîlver to be@tow upon the lame man,
but sucli a biessing as he could gi-e he
gave cheerfully. Andrew, knowlng the
special needs of bis brother Peter, brought
lm to Jesus. Dorcas made coats and gar-

ments for the widows and orphans near
her home. Aquila and Priscilia gave In-
struction to Apollos. Lydia gave lodg-
ment to the aposties. In ail. these cases,
what was given was ln accordance with
the needs of the severai Individuals.

Why shouid we help those who require
assistance? 1. Because by so doiug we
commend the Gospel to others. (Mat. v.,
16). It Is weil when unbelievers are con-
strained to say, "'Sec how these Christ-
lans love one another' 2. Because God
enjoins us to do so, and la pleased with us
,when we do. If there were no other re-o


