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THE elISSIOMRI' WOPiLD. 1

NORTII AFRICA AS A MISSION FIEL.D.

The " North Africa Mission"I' las extended
its operations ta ail the I3erber races and thei
Arabs, tram Malracca ta Tripoli ; and, indeed,i
desires ta include the European, French,
Spanish, Italians. Maltese, as %vell.

We are hitre on the fringe of this greati
Afrcan continent, in countries bounded ani
the narth by the Mediterranean Sea. now the1
great highway af the. East. Sa fair frant yen-
fying the thaughts of aur childhod-af vast
zs-.ndy plains peopied by blacks it is bere, on
the cantrary, a lovely, fertile, mauntainaus
country, and aur Berbers and Arabs are
white, and many with nable. manly traits.
However, as ta their religion, they are Mllaani
rnedans. \'au, dear bretibren af the United;
States, have long been occupied îith thesei
adherents af the taise praphet, but here ini
Algeria ive have the immense advant-age of
proseiytizing in a land ruied by equitable
laws, and where the acceptance of the reli-
gion ai Christ does flot entail the danger, if 1
if nat the penalty, of death. WVe hear franti
aur brother B3aldwin of persecution by the'autharities ai Maracco, and it miay bc Sa ifL
the Truth prospers in Tripoli, still barbarous l
1States. We circulate the Arabic Scriptures
prcpared by the American bretbren at Bey.
rut, and wve spread themt abroad everywhere
around us.

Kabylia itsed is a most ronmantic region, l
enclosed by the range af the Jur-Jura moun-i
tains, tram vhit1- spurs are proiected enclos-
ing fertile va'!eys, richly culivated, and
bounded on the north by the hbis af Ben i-

l Djennad, wchere ttwn American bcetbren have
entered a village, and run up a mud hut and
have begun their wvark, braving ail the distres-
sing circumistanres cannected with their posi-
tion.1

The pe.ople have hlii their villages on the
surnit af their mauntains far protection
against the Arabs %wha invade the cauntry,
but they cultivate their stipes in every avail-
able spot. Sanie af the trîbes take their
flock's in the summer ta the higher valcys af
the maountains, which, in the winter seasons,1
are zovered with snow, where they find dcli-
ciaus pasturage. Its summit, the I.alia. Kadid-
ja, -i S,oaa feet high. FE'ery village hias its

i Djemaa, or Parliamient House, where the
affairs of the village and the tribe are di.
cussed, and where every mari capable ai car-
rying a rifle, or kecping the Ramadan fast, is
a niember ; indeed, the Kabyles have pres-
ented what many have aimed t-the purest
and most econonical rcpublic the worid has
ever known. It is truc, betore the French in-
jvasion, the tribes were often at loggerheads,
niowng ta their self-assertion and jealousy.
Happity, that is ail at an end, througb the
wise and firm rule ai the French rigine.
They are a fine race, wîth many noble quali-
tics, very susceptible ta kîociness, and systemi.
atically hospitable ; the mare tbey are knawn
the more they are loved. Their wamen are
unveiied, and when young, mnany are extremely
handsame, but litre ail Mohammedan wamnen,
rire a subjected, if flot an tnslaved, clàss.

As far as they knowv it, thcy observe the ire-
ligious prescriptions ai the Karan, though it

is liktly that some tribes do not possess a
copy. These extend ta circunicisian, the re-
sponse ta the cail for prayer, fasts and feasts,
jetc., but they do flot observe its prescriptions
as ta nheritance. The', have no wrtten lan-
guage, and we have only ai present the Gos-
pel of John translaied into Kabvle in Roman
characters, and Mr. blackintosh bas translated
the Gnspel of Matthew inta Reffian in Arabic
characters. Happily there are now many
French schools throughout Algeyia. and an in-
terpreter may generally be taund in mosi vil-
lages, and by ibis means we have been eni-
abled ta reach in variaus places.

Wc have in mast af the tawns a peculiar race
ai Berbers, kr.aw by thtir ':varied caloured
coats, and keepig gracery and other shops-
the Mzabs fronm the Sahara. They arc
Moliamrncdan dissenters, and very 'accessible,
receiving aur Arabic Testaments very gladly.
Our butchet litre tells us he reads his Testa-
ment ta three or four listeners af an cvcning.

The Arabs aremnostly a nomTadic racc,thaugh
rnany get settled in towns, and are becoming
agiculturists. We have seen caravans mov-
ing ater wheat harvest down int the Sahara
ta reap their dates Three hundrcd villages
of French calonisis wîîbout a single evange-
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list ciy alotid for workers ini that tangue. The
physical featuires ai the country are extraor-
dinary. WVe have first, the Tell, a strip ai
territary varying from fifîy ta ant hundted
miles, bounded by the blediterranean an the
north-hilly, mauintainaus, ramantic, very di-
versilied. Next, the 1-ligh Plateatu - vast
plains separated by parallel ranges af niaun-
tains and subjectint alternations of intense
cold and great heat, devoid ai trees and very
little inhabited, thaugh afording in many
parts pasturage for cattie. Beyond these lies
the Sahiara, diversiied by vabt plains of sand
with rocky plateaus. The French have their
military stations far down in the south ; and
again beyond this lies the Soudan.

The Atlas maountains commence ai Agader,
near the caast, to the south ai Magador, and
and exîend in a northwesterly Jitection
through MaIracca and Algenia. and termina-
ting at Cape lBon. In Tunis there are no navi-
gable rivers.

With respect ta the languages spaken:. In
Morocco it is a corrupt form oai Arabic, but
the Shelluhs and Rifis; speak Berber, and, per-
haps, comprise two-thirds ai the population.
In Aigeria and Tunis, and we may include
Tripoli, aiso, the Arabic. The range ai Ber-
ber in Aigeria is considerable, taking ini the
w~hole country, tram Dellys southeasita the
borders af Tunis, having its boundary an the
easi at the River Kebir, but extending ta Con-
stantine and the region north ai the city.
Many districts ta the northwest ai Algeria
contain Berber-speaking people, but they are
speedily becoming Arabized. The whole of
this district (rani the river Sapil, whîch has its
emîbouchure ai Boagie right up ta Tunis, is
unevangelized, except a fe'v sisters at Constan-
tine and Bone.

Here is a sphere of missionary labour foi
sanie of your noble voung men wha are con-
secrating themnselves ta foreign mission work.
Arabic would be the language mosi necessarv
ta study, and whîch might be partially acquired
in the United States. It apens the way ta
millions ai Mohammedans. French alsa
would be necessary in Algeria. We have
here a mast healthful climate, and have spent
seeral summers iithout incanvenience. The
temperature, Fahrenheit, %vauld be about 82 in
Augusi and 48 in winter months, Decemiber
and January. The North Africa Mission bas
uptvards ai iarty missionaries, including ladies,
and there are ai least torty mare independent,
or connectedl with <ther sacieties ; but there is
roamn for eighty more, and %ve want American
zeal and push ta overcome, with the help:of
the Spirit of God, the tremendous difficultjes
af mission work among Mohammedans.-
George~ Pie-rce in MIissdonary Revie7.

FRAN'CP.

Trhe statistics ai France for 1888 cantain
sanie sad iacts respecting famîily life. Com-
pared with 1887 the decrease in marriages
was 212, while there were 6,360 less than ini
1 886. There were 1,702 mare divorces than
in îS87-, and 1,758 more than in 1886 ; the to-
tai nutuber %vas 4,7o8. The decrease in the
number ai births since 1887 was 16,794. Since
1884 there lias been an annual decrease ini
birth. Inii 184 there %verte()37,753 births ; in
1888 the number was 382,637. ln illegitimate
births there is, however, an increase. In z8gi
they were 7'5 per cent.; in i 8, 8-5. In the
Seine department twenty-fivc per cent, ai the
births were illegitimate. The official report
states that if it were nat for the illegitimate
births there wauldd actually be a decrease in
the populatian ai France. Miss Grant Brown,
wha with twa other ladies lately miade a mis-
sion tour in Corsica, reports that wherever
they travelledl they hcld daily nmeetings, which
werc thronged by people eager ta learn the
truth. The work met with much apposition
front the priest ; but thc civil authorities were
generally friendly, and in several villages the
mayors aifcrcd the use of raoms. In anc vil-
lage three men valunteered ta stand every
Sunday in the miarket-place, and read the
Gospel ta their countrymen. There is no Pro-
testant church an the îsland.

BURLINGTON ROUTE.
HO0ME SEEKERS' EXCURSIONS.

The Burlington Roule, C., B. & Q. R.R.,
will seli on Tuesdays, April 22nd and May
2oth, Home Scekers' Excursion Tickets ai
JHayI Rates ta, points in the Fanmung Regians
af the West, Nanthtvest and Southwcst. Limit
thirty days.' For (aider giving details cancer-
ning tickets, rates and time af trains, and for
descriptive land (aider, call on your ticket
agent, or addrcss P. S. Elusrîs, Genl Pass.
and Ticket Agent, Chicago, 111.

GL.ADS7ONE.
The grand aid gentieman stems ta grow

youngcr as the years go by. When urged for the
r':al secret hc flnally tald us (flot, expecting it
wauld be published, but heie it is). Mrs. G.
neyer allows any otherkind but Imperial Crearn
Tartar Baking Powder used. Its the only re-
liable. Sold by all gracers.


