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A FEJIV REMINLVSCENcES 0F IM' C. BURNS.

av gay'. s. etnis BlN. CLIPAX.

WVhen Mr Burns was a student in Glasgow Ulni-
versity ho used cftcn ta vîsit us, but of these visits 1
have ne distinct recailection. When 1 went myseif ta
callege, in Nov. 184e, hîs memory was fresh and tmag.
rant there, espectalIy in the Students' Missionary
Society, which 1 joincd at the start, and of which lie
was a pronirent niember. My first definite renmcm-
brinces of hint date tramn July, 1839. Un tie î8th cf
that nionth lie came ta Patsley te attend the funeral
cf Mr. George blcedy, who was a wrner therc, and
wlii hall been marricd sonte years previously ta my
cousin Margaret, a Iovely Christian woman, eldest
ditugliter of my uncle William, the pastor cf Kilsyth.
Mr. iNoody was brother tu. tlie well-knowvn Rev. Dr.
I'noody btuirt: of Edinburgb, and bis cniy son, the Rev'
Anulrew Mloody, is the devoted MçtChcyne-lake mis-
sîeaîary of the Free Churcli te the Jews, forinerly ai
IPrague, now of Pesth. Une af the flrst bocks 1 ever
had prcsented te nme bears the imprimatur of George
Mondy in 1834. He was an Israelite indeed. At has
grave cousin Wiîlliam rccetved a fresit baptismn whîch
prepareti hinm for the I'cntccostal scenes thrcugh
wiclî he was te pass during thc wecks that tollowed.
licause cf ihis many were te realize the truthi cf the
sayaaîg ; -lie shail be baptazcd wîîh the Hoiy Ghosî,
net niany days hence."l His cwn accounit of at as as
foilows:

"I wa% te have prcachcd on the evcniing af thc fast.day lit
KiiythJut ath, but the buttailof iy dear brothcr.inlaw,

bcurc Mati>,ai lan~ny,*as fixed fui thai dAy. and I caaa
J CJUSe ~~Jjledt k en tical. IlE deaili was

~nm~anid wth a hiessing front jehovah to sny %out. 1
ncver enjc-yed, 1 th..Ic, swectcr realazations of tine glory anid
lave olJcsue, anal of ihlecertianiv andi biessedncssi ol lins ciel.

a,.d.n.J.~m. han* licn ai rPai3ic> i tiini sulkmté ucu.iun.
''ir 1%eaumn(uily rransisîent andi holy walk otnnr dear deparleti
brottier.% imtl te sweet ditine screnity that inarked the dlo%.
ang scene ai lits fle, madie lias death vcr> aflecting andi
ciancntly atcti ta draw aiay the hcari oft he belaîver afler
l.Im to jesus in the hcavcnly glury This was ils effcct on
riy snul through the Lxirtis parwc-r. On the way in the
grave 1I wit with joy, andi coulil have piaisei the Larit
alutl tutil ats luve in allowing lac tu asst an carryang ta the
l'cil 4 jest &a mnilbes uf Ilis uwn Ludy. of lias flesh andi
of Ilis 1bnnc.ç,' and when 1 ionkcd for thne last tinie ci the
coffancti boiy in its narrow 1 low, solitary. colti resting.place,
1 han) a glorious anticipation of the second coming of the
Lord, whcai lie wotild Ilimîcilf maise up in glory everIasting
that dcar body wliich lie hall appointeti us ta bury in its
cari uption and decay."-(Lite, page 89>)

On the Saturday tollowing (the 2odb) he preached
at Barton, an Ps. cxxx. 3, in a manner that so int-
prebsed ni> father, whe was unle's chief assistant at
that communion, that he insisted on William taking
the Sabbath cvening service. 'aMy uncle, Dr. Burns
cf Ilaislcy," writes hle, 'aseemed te ftel that the Lord
was with me, anid kindly asked me te take bis place
at Kilsyth an Sabbath evening, Ieaving bimt te fil! mine
an .laday foreneaon. He spoke aise, 1 rentember,
an the point cf its net being îny duty te go abroad, as
1 %vas an the ove cf doing. but that I shcuald be a home
missiônary in Scotjand. 1 myseif did flot speculate
anxiausly about the future, but desired ta bean instru-
ment of advancing His work at the prescrit tinte."'
This was the commencement cf the great revivals af
'39, which delayed for sente eight years his carrying
out his cherislied idea of going as a missionary te
the heathen. My father preached on the Monday
evcning on Isa. Iii. i, tVillirin on the Tuesday even.
irng, thc 23rd, an Ps. cx. 3~, IlTby people shall be wil-
Iing in the day af thy power " -one cf bis memorable
topics. This last was a scene neyer te be forgotten.
Ail through the week there werc meetings. On the
Sabbath tnllowing, the 28th, it was my bigh privilege
te bc presenit. A mere boy, 1 had camne by invitation
of uncie and aunt te spend part cf my summer vaca-
tion with them. Little thought I of the scenes tbreugh
which 1 was; tei pass- which can siever be effaced
(rom la) meniory. Uncles text in the parish church
that Sabbath nioming wab Heb. iv. 16, 'aLet us there-
fore camne boldly."

The alternocon service was at three, in the aid
churcla>ard whach was close te the manse, but about
thrce-qiarters ai a niait front the churcli. I3encath
tînt man) green nauuands with whach iliat tanie-han-
Ouleid gaave>ard amas dutted blumnbcred the diast of
many generattons.

The year befare, August 1838, unclec had had a

similar Sabbatbh afterraoan gathering Iflaintît quiet
sleeping place, where lie stoati on Mr. Rabe's, grave,
fls predecesser cf nearly at century before, wlîo had
been bonaured with revival traphies in Whitelield'i
tinte. The goed pastor of Kilsyth mnade the tomb-
stone nf bis revered predecesser Il cry out," white he
beang dead dad yet speak thraugb the words engraven
an Hebrew characters an that motan (Isaiah xxvi.' 19)

wbacb were chosen for a text that day, IlThy dcad
mnen nahail iive; together wiîh Mly dead body shahl
they arise," etc. These striking words, spoktn frain
and antîd sucli saieinn surraundings, were as 'alite
fretin the dend"I ta many.

Lieven iîonths thereatter I wras ane cf the four
thousand wbe hung an William's lips, which wr
touched with a lîve ceai that day, as hie preached
in the sanie spot iront Ram. viii. î, 'aThere is there-
fore now ne condemnation." The pulpit front which
hie preached in tht aid vallage kirkyard had been used
by my tather and bis brathers wben they were beys
-- tryang thear 'prentice band nt their great lite work
an the antique Gad's bouse at B*aness. It brake
down under the pressure ef thase exciting scenes.
But my cousin's preaching flhat day was calt, clear,
commandang. He caane «'Io the grrios " with Ced
and men. Theretore had he power with both, and
prevaîlcd. The service proper lastcd two heurs.
Uurang i I observed tears siiently stealing dowîî
the checks of several. But there was ne excitement.
The benediction was pronounced at fave, but over a
tl;ousand remained, and singing, with prayers and
brief addresses, continued tilt eight. Evert then, tht>'
werc loath te leave. 1 can never forget WVilliam's
goang off ta the manse, pressed an by an eager crewd
ivhe wcre unwillang te let hini go, and lifting up bis
bauds an .adoring wander and gratitude, white bis
moiier stood at the door, bier face aIl aglow, bie, anms
extended in jayous welcome, their hearts burning
watban thent. Dear aid aunt 1 Theugh detained in
the wildernebs ten years after bier son, tiil site was
over nanety years olti, be lias greeted ber again at the
daur of his Fatber's house on high. What a meeting
that ! in presence of Hrn who said, 'aMether, behold
tby son. Son, bcbald thy niether.'l

On Monday mJrnang, at seven ca'clock, twe or three
hundred had gathered at tbe church in solenin Silence,
when uncle(wbe bad been arrested by the piercing cries
of an oid waznan, on the way, and turned aside te caunsel
and camtort ber) appeared, and expounded Song ii.
1ci.14. Ail tbreugh that day, and many days, vestry
and session, bouse and manse were flled with ai-
eus inquirers.

The cburch bell rang at haif-pasi six, but the place
was iltee strait I for the gathering crowd, and thcy
adjaurned ta the &.narket square, where Mr. ,(new
D>r.) Somervîlle oi Anderston, Glasgow, preacbed a
thrilîng sermon from John xvi. 14, " Ht shail gloriiy
Me, for He shall take ai Mine and shaîl show it unte
yau." 1 stood an the market-beuse stair near the
preacher. Wbat a scene it was 1 And tbere were
many such in those days. The crowd se, compact
as te form a living pavement, the sea of upturned
faces, new sparkiing under the gleants of the Sun cf
Righteousnessawho rose withheaiingunder Hiswings>,
then surgang under the swell of deep emetien, for the
windows ai heaven were cpened and the tauntains af
the great deep were brolcen up and the Spirit ef Gcd
meved upon the face of the waters.

On Tuesday,the 3ath, we met in tbe church attieven,
wlien Mr. Somervîlle again preachcd te a crowded
audience. Ht was then a raven-lecked ycung man,
full of deep ferveur and tender feeling. Wben at
Cailege 1 attended him twe or tbree sessions in the
atternoons, for another uncle <llay) was one of bis
eiders. Goad old Thontas Brown, of blessed memory,
Dr. Chaluters' successer ini St. John's, I attended lin
the tereneon, wath his excellent assistant, WVilliam
Grant, afterwards of Ayr. The meetings at Kilsyth
contanued every day for a couple af montdas, and with
intcnsified interest. My sta>' was only for about a
couple cf wceks ; but they can neyer fade frant zny
mind. Boy, though I was, I was deeply impressed
wîtb. cousin William's boliness and zeal, white bas
love ta the Savieur and souis abounded yet more and
more in knowledge and in ail judgment.

The straan upon bum was enaugh to, break down any
ordanary mani, but bis veace thon could aimait rival the
thunder peal, and bas muscular strength was remarke-
able. Htlinked ta relax bimseîf by practising gym-
nastica, walking and Ieaping, white nraising Ged. 1
remnember his catchiug me up ini his antis and toss!ng

nie over bis head i and, ont another occasion, crylng,
IlMother, stnd out of tht way," white, wlth a bound,
be vauited over a gate.

lIn September a special communion seasan was beld,
attencled b>' tin or twelve thousand, lIn whase services
Dr. Malan, oftGencvi, i'rincipal Cunningham, Charles
Blrown, Macnaughton, Soniervilie, and over a dezen
athers took part, besides my uncie and cousin-a
seasan much te be remenîbered. Ail througlî this great
revival, and others tînroughîcut Scotland growing eut
cf it, WVilliam Blurns was recognized as the learling
instrument. After ienving Kilsyth he returned te, St.
Peter's, Duandee, wlîere ho was suppiying McCheyne's
pulpit, during bis absence an the mission ai inqîairy
lIn tht Holy Land. 1 naay note that the bandsome
git afvaluablc books donated te hint in acknawledg-
ment cf bis services in Dundee, tagether wlth the
greaier part cf bis library, including bis numereus
prizes, formn an Important part of tht large and
weil selected library ai aur Halifax College. Front
1839 ice 384i he labourcd principaily in Dundee,
St. Andrew's, Perth, Aberdeen and tht Highlands.
Front 1841 te 1844 hoe iabaured chicfly in New.
castle, Edinburgh and Dublin. Du,,ing these years
bie occasionaily visited Plaisiey, preaching much in tht
open air. I recaîl bis appearance beneath tht ardui
ef the bridge at the railway station, near the
county buildings, and the open space allotted te, tht

"ash w s" at th t ai n ti ne-- li ting up bis v ice like z
trulfipet.

My father had repeatedly spoken te bim about
going le Canada, and friends, especialiy in Mon.
treal, had expressed a strong desire (or a visit. When
my father came over as deputy front the Fre Cburcb,
ont et tht farst questians put tai bu was, "lHave yau
breîîgbt yaur nephew with ycu." On bis return, in
June, 1844, tather found tht proposai hîad been
favaurably matie te WVilliamby tht Colo iial Ccmmnittee.
My tather at once nlincbaxl it, and be c.aetnted. Tht
excellent firmn of James R. Orr & Ce. affered bit a
fret passage out and back. Ht sailed, tram Greenock
for Mentreat lin the brig"l Mary,' on tht ieth August,
rtachiag Montrent on Thursday, 261h Septeaiber,
1844. Tht tenth chapter af bis Invaluable lite, ont-
bracing thirty pages, written by my father shortiy
before bis deatb, Cives a very gnapbic narrative ef bis
tto years' sojourfi in Canada. Our family crossed tht
Atlantic senie eight months aiter WillIiam, leaving
Greenock on tht flrst trip et tht goed ship "lErra-
manga" (Captain Kelso), of tht saine finm, on tht 29th
Match, and reachirg Miontrtal on the I2th af May.
One ci tht flrst to bail us on eut arrivaI was aur gead
cousin, with whrn afterwards I bad repeated oppor-
tunities of meeting. lVherever he wenthle left foot-
prints. lIn many parts cf tht backwoods, eyts will
yet fill, and bearts beave, and vaices becomne selenann
and tender, when bis name is spoken. He had. bten
suppiying for a taseti ini the aid woeden Tabernacle
which preceded tht erection af Cote stu-tet Church,
succedd b>' Dr. John Bonar, and Somerville, and
Arnet, and a bost ai choice spirits, with wbont
that cengregatien was favoured prier to obtaining a
settled minister. William gave twe or thu-te nianths
te Kingston, miinistering principal>' toi tht cangrega-
tion crver wham, a year and a hait after, 1[was settled
for eight years. They met in tht large bail of tht city
buildings. I found man>' biessed mentants et hlmt
there. Ont scene is neve- forgotteai Dr. Lachlin
Taylor ci the Wesieyan Miethodist Church, my faitbiul
friend cf over thirty years standing, lias teld me cf j:
mort than once When a great baIl was te, bebheld lin
tht city ball (the large raean ai the other end of tht
building) and it was teared a goed many oteour people
might attend, the faithft evangelist beld a meeting
in the meent tieat by, tht solemnity cf whlch was
averpowtring, thaugh ho did littIe tise than pray and
read in bis inimitab>' solemai tories the.recard of Bols-
baztar's ftast. It spoiltd tht bail, and made man>'
afterwards «Ijein trembiing: with their mirtb.»

A meeting with tht studeaits cf Knox Callege, in
cur bouse En Toron to, ranks aiso amen g my mesowpia-
bilia. Wbat burning earnestnetwbat asense of the
awful respansibilities oi tht ministry, combiaied with
much practicaintas and good sense, seme of uny aid
fellow-students will recail 1 During May', z846, I
paid my first visit te London and the west, sejourning
under the bospitable roof of John Fraser, Esq., then
manager ai the Montreal Batik there <father cf Dr.
Donald Fraserof London, Eng.), encai thenoblest men
I ever knew. It wus vorth going toi Lonidon tai set bis
statel>' fart, bits bearning, benevolent face, andi to hour


