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The progreas of archueology during
the past thirty-five years, in its effect on
Greek literature, can be strikingly seen
by cornparing the weIl-known work of
Dr. K. O. Müller wiîh these volumes of
Prof essor Mahiaffy. In our day the
pickaxe and shovel have becotite tools of
refiuied research. At on1e tinie literary
conjecture t.hreatened to crush out of
life ail positive knowledge. XVas the
subject the tc pography of Troy? Pre-
sently the heap of literary guess-work
rivalied the motinds of the Trojani plain;
blitDr. Sehlieman n's pickaxe has revealed
how slightly related the contents of the
literary mnound were to the contents of
the other. So at Mycenet ; and when
Schliemann gets to work at Sardes and
Orchomenas there will be rare fun in
store for godless sco)ffers. Even at ain
earlier date sonte ludicrous mishap befel
the critics. The position ini its trilogy
Of the Aschyleau. draina, The Sevcu
«Jainst Thebes, was a favourite subject
Of lucubration among, the Germans : the
discovery of the Medicean dîdascatio
revealed the fact that of ail the gilesses
0111Y one was correct ; but this particu-
lar guess had bIcng ago been abandoned
by Hermann, its author! On the other
baud, sorne far-sighted prophecies of
the earlier scholars have heen verifled
inl a most interesting, and indeed re,

flarkable, inanner. The inscriptions
lately disinterred by Curtins at Olynm-
Pia prove the lost Greek letter digamnm
(represeîîtiiîg our w) t(> have beeiî coin-
1'flnly used iii Elis ; while Cesnola's ex-
cavations at Cyprus exhibit it ini the
Cypriote syll1abary as late as the fourth
Cenitury B. C. l'he Cypriote syllabary
also( carrnes forward to the saine date the
letter yod or Y, which, at a much earlier
era, had become quite lost to the Hel-
len1ic alphabet.

In archoeology, the most trivial 'flnd'
?ften invoîves far-reacîîing, issues. An
'roll nail, or even a rtust-stain, implies
an epoch in civilization. TIhe wall-scrib-
bliiigs and etchings of ancient loafers at
?oin1peii have thrown niew light on old
Roman life; and thus these idie graffiti
Ofl, the crumbling stucco have cone to
1'nk with solein treatises on bronze'or
Iriarble. ,About the middle of the 7th
century B. O. , Greek soldiers were serv-

ing under the king of Upper Egypt,
Pisammetichus, or Psaniatichus, as they
speil him oft. Once they beguiled an
idle houir by scrawling five or six lines
of Greek on the~ leg of a colossal figure
that stands niear the modemn Abu-Sim-
bel. This ancient graffito exhibits by no
inean the oldeat alphabetical forma, and
the really archaic Greek writing may
have long preceded. Modemn opinion
h ad generally settled down to the be-
lief that Homer's poemt MUST have been
preserved by professional reciters who
handed down these treasures from one
genteration to another for between two
and three centuries. By the discovery
of thtis inscription the entire controversy
has been re-opened, and many other dis-
turbing facts have followed in quick suc-
cession. The student will thank Pro-
fessor Mahaffy for his artistic coup d'Seil
of the general Honîerîc question, and
for his résumé of the great discussion
that bas now in varions phases Iasted
for more thani twenty-three centuries.
German criticism, froin Wolf's fainous
Prolegtomena down to the present., has
for the most part been consistently de-
structive, but sometimes mutually de-
structive :it has, of course, denied, the
nnity of authorship in the lliad and
Odyssey conjointly, or even singly : it
hau even challenged the poetic menit of
Homer's most admired passages. The
parting, scene of Hector and Andromache
-the most famous passage in any litera-
ture-bas in ail ages touched the heart
and extorted admiration ; but, in our
day, a Germnant critic declares it the in-
terpolation of an inferior band ! Mr.
F. A. Paley has in sorne points outrun
even German scepticism ; but English
criticismi bas somietimes been too conser-
vative. Colonel Mure contended for
the unity in authorship of the whole of
each. poem, while Mr. Gladstone stoutly
affirmns the personality of Hoiner, his
historical reality, and bis authorsbip of
both poems. Dr. Schliemann's reahism,
latughingiy offsets the prevaiiing German
scepticism : on the one hand, the very
existence of the Homeric cities is dispu-
ted ; but Dr. Schliemann wouid show uis
now actual Troy ai-d Mycenme; he can
scarcely refrain f rom idenitifying the
very necklace of fair H elen and the scep-
tre of lordiy Agamemnon. Our present
author adopts Grote's Homteric theory,
but with important modifications. Thus
viewed, the Iliad known to us inclosels
niuch of the original Achilleïs, but seve-
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