
COILLEGE I>YN

or (leatli of religions belief. Doctrines are the foundation out

of Nwhicli chiaracter and conduict grow. Living religions doc-
trine is, or at lcast mnay be, andi otught to be, a practical oper-
ative, factor in lufe. The doctrines of theology are statenients
and representations of the character and Nvill of God, \Vhlich
hiave a direct bearing on the lufe of nman.

The eceturer then picttured wlhat: had hiappened, whien doc-
trines Nvere thrust aside and faithi derided ;whien reason wvas
entlirone(l iii the place of God. I-istory contains no snch

stingingr rebuike or solemun warning, as the state of society flhat
sprung fromi thiat attempt. XVithi the denial of doctrine came
the destruiction of clntv, of excrything ; and. the first thiing that
stepped in to arrest the awft'1 catastrophe, %vas a renascent
faithi in God. Tie very, authors of this social and moral wvreck,
ce stood uip, as one lias put it, " on the quivering corpse of

society and loudly called for Cod, Wh10 could. alone reaimiiate."ý
Tie speaker then traceci tlic causes, w'hichi. fromi timie to

timie, hiad led to, aversion to, doctrine ; indicating tliat the miost

prolific of all causes bas been, thiat man liates restraint, andi
religion restrains. Tie voicc of religiotis doctrine alw.ays bias

1ieen, and ah\vays N'ill be, " Thou shiaît," and " Thon shiait not:
-inI)erative (lenands issiiing from the very idea of God. But
mnî Nveary of flhc voke, nnreadv for the bturden, secks to, break
and to evadle ;enconipasses imiiself with argumnents ; sur-
rounds imiself withi distraction ; engrosses hinîself ini busi-
ness ; plungres into pleasure, if tbiereby lie can only silence the
iniper.ative voice. I-is dlishike of doctrine is born of his aver-

sion to duty. H-e would w'illingly enotugh huave the formier,
if lie couild offlv. be fi-c froin the Latter. But doctrine de-
niands diuty, and faith involves rigbltcousness and s0 lie

doubts becatise lie wishies to dotubt ; and refuses to b)elieve
l)ecauise hie i5 îîot prepared for the conisequences of belief.

I-Taving shiown wx'hat: reason, witiout: faithi, hiad donc, thie

lectnî-er next proceeded to shiow Nvhiat faitli hiac acconmpiislied.
TDraw'-ingç bis exaniples, not froni the Old and New~ Testamient


