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taining the current thieory. But rcsolving to go ci ceper, lie found
i a stili lover stratuniclwr~h inlCfiCflts and wveapofls

of bronze, also pottery of fine cîuality anîd ex-ecuition, ail idi-
cýating a higi clegree of civilization ante-ior to thie rudle stone

age. It nîay be possible to explain suci a strange fact by
thie sipp>ositi0fl thiat thie two stages represelit diffcrcnt populla-

tions altogetli er, and thiat thie carliest, niorc acîvanicec, hiad
becone extinet before tie site .of tlieir city was occupied by
somne \vani(erinT horde of barbarians. But it iS C(jually opeCn

to uis to suppose thiat owing, to clianged circumstances leading
to the impoverisîtient of the peopule the carlier skill hiad been
lost, or at any rate clisuised. A su1)S(equet revival of pros-
Perity restoring- the olci conditions, Nvoul(1 enable tliemi to
regaini tlieir lost arts or replace thein by otiiers of a more
desirable character. Indleed, tie condition of inaterial pros-

pcrity or othierwise lias a great (Ical more to do \vithi thie,per-
inanent products of civilization tliani tlie inirer!-is into this
subjeet hiave geî1erally ,bcen w'illingy to allow. In the great
early centres of population, Nvliere thie climnate wvas prop)itious
and thie soul fertile> s0 ensurîng prosperity, such as Egypt
and Babvionia, ail .the investigations liitlierto conducted showv
thiat thiere \vas a considerable amint of skill and culture back
as far as iiny-tinig can he traced at ail. 'Those %vlio for ainy
reason w'vere (iriven ont froin thiese fertile regions to lcss fav-
oured situations cotuld mîot always take skilled artisans withi
tlicem or wcre cnt off from thie sources \\henice tie necessary
raw inaterials wvere. drawn. Thius they lost thie arts tliev once
had 1practised andl (rop)ped to a lower gradle o! civilization.
As caci successive w~ave of overflow',ving- population froni the

gncreat centres drove tiiese farthler and fardier aficld, tliey con-
tintied to degenerate until atleng<thi tley reachecd the savagre

state ini wvhiclh modlern travellers fiîîd tlieni.
TIi is tcndeiicy to deg-,,cnerationi uider iun favouriabi e condi-

tions is soinetliing the advocateýý of an cvolutionary sociologry
fiave been ver. unwillimg to allow. Tliev assume that everv
chiangce niust be a changye for the better. Andi yet thie very
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