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American Bea-ver.

XVith t.he advane. of civilization, our
be:nîtiful ý'forests primevtal," the red man,
and the animais that, daimi this zone as
thieir iatural httbhitat, are fust disappearinug.
Left to itself foi' thousinds of years, this
continent, like no otiier dcveloped. natur-

]tly.
TheIndiax roanied at*will <'Monareli of

ail hie surveyed.' The forests swayed iii
tlie asi -y blasts or gentlyý sheltered the
bîrds ,that restcd in their branches,
mt the tiny flower that grew beneath its
shade. The ànimnals -caine and Nvent at
wvill, preyéd upon their natural enemnies or
yielded. théir lives foiý thé -food * ànd clot.h-
iiug "of -th&~ nativýes. Anoiig theï latter
ckffs wasthe intelligent littie Ca-çto)' Cait-

aeid.-lie nover drean'ied then of taIt
hatzs, perfùmery or hystérical women.
Eîîdowed, w«ith a wonderful sagacity, he
-went on buildig his damsi and bouses,
using for bis own 'benefit and that*of hisg
little ones, the Ood-giv'ei instinct he pos-
seassed, WVhcn lie' found a streamn too shal-
low to answer bis piurpose ho constructed
a <hum across it, that was strong euough
to resist the spring freshets.

If the streami was sluggish, lie built the

dami straighit, but if its current was swift
thec dain as etirved with its convexity to-

.war(l the curreîxt. . Mis home hnad no coin-
>artineflts, the partitionis supposed by soine
to be the div iding Iine between the rooins,
were merely supports. Ifearne sayro of
their architecture, "In plaee-4 whvich have

'been long frequented by beavérs, tindis-
tli>rbe'd, their du'ms by frequent repairing
bectinie, a solid baîîk, capable of resisting a.
great force both of ice and 'watcr; tind as
the wîhlow, roplar and bUrdi geancralIy
take root and shoot up they by degrecs
formn a kind of regular plauted hiedge
whieh 1 have se ini soulle places so that
birds have built thvir pésts aniong the
brancheji.

ilhe beavers earry the mud *and stones

for their bouses and dams witb tlîeir fore
p aNs and the timiber-lu theii .ýteeth, using
t4i hind feet, wvhich, are Nveb bcd, ansd the
til to awimi withi,

Hie alwa3's travels undier water whien
"4possible. and nover puts the lait.coat of
inud plaster on *his house un til the -.evere
cold weather sets in. Iu ôdefie.ýily there
gre novýer miore thah foué *old ones an~d
about six young ohes. *There is frep3ent.
Iy found onily one beavèr- in a loeitlity, hie
is ealled an idilèr 'or bachelor, and lias
been left after his faiiliy hav'e departed,
for new quarters or for some reasori, best
known to himseif, been bttnisbied from, his
fellows. They live cbiefly on a cntbbage
like plant fouud at the bottoîn of lalces


