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CENTURY.

CHAPTER VI.

No sooner did the irritated Count leave the
esence of the banker, than, blinded with in-
onation, he repaired to the house of the Mar-
is de Fovieri, whom he found in company
ith the Marquis de Berizy. To both of these
complained vehemently of the insuffcrable
olence of his antagonist, calling upon tiiem,
his friends, to assist him in secking repcra-
n for an offence, of the particulars of which
oy were entirely ignorant.

Knowing that to reason with the Count, in
present excited state, weuld be worse than
eless, they at once accepted his proposal, as
e only means that could possibly put it in
eir power to mediate with efeet ; and, in con-
aence, the morrow brought them both to
2 residence of the banker, whom they fonnd
ally as indisposed to explain the cause of
¢ quarrel, or to lisicn to terms of accomino-
tion, as his opponent.

Having then, by virtae of their authority as
conds, protracted the affair as long as possi-
without obtaining the <lightest prospect of
ercoming the obstinacy of cther, these ox
lent men at length declare:d that they could
ro means be accestary to a dull, the cause
which they did not know ; and that unlcss
ey were allowed to iudge of the crounds of
e quarrcl, they should wash ther hands of
¢ whole matter.

3I. Durand, to whem this object.on was
t made, declared that he could not teveal
affair, the secret of which belonged to ML
Lozeraie; but the latter, to whom they re-
ted boh thar objection and the banker's

reply, decided on cxplaining to M. M. de Berizy
and de Favieri, both the motve of lus visit to
AL Durand and the turn it had taken. At the
same time he was obliged 10 allow, that 3.
Durand had acted as a man of honour by so
faithfully keeping his secret ; and, on his side,
the banker could not but approve of the con-
duct of M. de Lozeraie, in thus sacrificing his
vanity to his desire to staocoth down all the
difficulties that opposed their meetng. An
opening, then, having thus been made, and the .
facts of the case being knawn, the 1wo Mar-
quises had no great difficulty 1n shewing to
both of the bicllizerent parties, that there were
no real grounds for fighting, and n inducing
them to declare themselves mutually sausfied.

Perhaps the attainment of this object was
somewhat facilitated, on qne side at least, bv
M. de Berizy's proposal to M. de Lozeraie for
the resumption of his contract, which was
made upon the plea that another purchaser had
offered himsdlf fur the ferest, in the person of
oid M. Felix ; and del:ghted as the Count was
at this uncxpercted opportunity of extricating
himscdf from s d.fficulues, he could not re-
strain an expression of astonishment, on heat-
ing of .hc source from whence the rebwef had
come, especially when he was given 10 under-
stand, from the greet anxiety M. Felix had
cvinced during the progress of the quarrel, that
this enormous oatlay had evidently been made
by him fir the purpose of preventing 2 fatal
ternunation: of the affair.

Monsicur de Lozeraie then having accepted
the proposon of 3. de Berzy, found himscif
master of twclve hundred thousand francs,
the hands of M. Darand, who hastened to offer
him the immediate reimbuvsement of the funds;
as soon 85 he was aware of the new arrange-
ments made; but AL de L.ozerme, swho thought
that it comported morc with his digmty, notto
withdraw them as yet, and who felt satisfied
from the bnl! ant position 1n whch the banker



