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w~ill prabably ev'er renai n tiiilîîo%%i."
One thiig 011113 is certainî, and it is

the oî1lv poinit on1 whichl aIl «agrue-it
is that betwecn thie vears 1 6(-2 and
170- thiere wvas a1 prisanuer of g.reat
distinction, imniiiured at first in the
Pignerol, thien retiovedt ta the lsland
ai St. Ma rgu erite, and at last statia1 sjed
in tlle 3asýtille. During- tliis period lie
was always under the surveillance af
the sanie strict galer, St. MNars.

Speculation blas l01n- bien rufe
aIilOIlig Frechl listorians. re<rarcin<x
the elucidfation af the nîvstery con-
nected wvith this Lin I rtuniate muan.
By soine it lias been conjectured that
lie was a twin--brothier af Louis XlV,
thus cruellv sacrificedi to niake bis
senior safe upon the tlivoiie; others
hield liimi ta bc a son of Oliver
Cromwcvll ; otlîers, Ille ngibDukze
ai Monîiia11utl ; iany %viiIî apparently-
mare reasanl, inclînecl ta tliik iîu a
state-prisanler ai France, sudi as dlie
Duke (le B3eaufort or tie Counit cle
Vermandoais ,a fèw recogîiiize in ii inv-
the nable-hearted Fouqunet, Supieriii-
tendent of UIl Finances af France iii
UIl early part oi thie reign af Louis
Xiv.

Mie hivpothecsis -whicli seeniis the
nîaost saztisf;lctarv -.11d '%vbîlih lias
recewved the îuast enîcouragemient lias
alsa tue menit of' passessiiig a gzreater
degree of probability tlian any of the
atliers. Accordiîîg to this op1.ýinioni
Ille INLaî in Ille Irani M~ask was Caunit
Anthiony Afattdili, Secretary ai State
to Chiailes 111, Dukc af Manltua, anid
afterwards ta his son Ferdinand.

To briefly cansider thiis hypotliesis
an accaunit af its close 1relation ta
whbatis certain iii historjy will lie aur
first endeavour, ancl thoen we %vil]
expose thie theory -w'hic1î niakes Tu7le
.Man. iin the Iroin Mask a twini-braother
ai Louis, onl accoùiit tif the iliterest
and romnîuce attached ta it, as well as
hiaving iurnishied the glrounid-wt)rk- af
die tragcdy entitled ''MNani ini the Iron
Maý-sk," sa ably prcsenlted by' thîe
studcnts of aur University Draiatic
Aýssociaton during the course of last
%'ear.
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Whcen Ferdinanild, Dukce ai Mvantua,
camie ta tie ihlronle, upoil thle deatlî ai
lus fitlier, ho found luis possessions iii
ai prasperaus condition. He -'vas
natuirallv pralligate prince, and
g1iving hiiiself up ta aIl sorts of
amusenments and debauchieries, lie
quickly laid tlie finances afi bis
dominions in a lau' state. Mlattllioli,
ais Secretary af Siate, readily agreed
that, under sucli pressing circum-
stances, tlîat Ferdinandl sluauld accopt
<i bribe froinu Louis XIV zînd give
France ini rutuirt, permission ta place
al army ai occupation wîthin bis
t:erritarv, îvitl thie intention ai es-
tablishing French influence iii ltaly.
'Mattllîoli, as negotiatar iii tlîe plat,
sct aut for Paris, andl tlore lie
privately interviewcd the French King.,
w~lio jresentcd inii w~itli a large suni
af ioney. Milen tUie tinie drcw nlear
for tlie carryinrly ont oi tle intrigue,
i Mattuioli îulacecd difficulties and ob-
structions iii thie 'av af France, aild
<it the saine tînuie negatiated for a
larger bribe fromu Spain. The French
.î,îibassador iv'as soized. at Mihiness
anid the court af France found tlîeir
diploniacy betraved andcihable ta cx-
lpasLie* .rlis deception ;1roused flic

angri af Louis, anict lie resolved ta
takze iiost signal vengeance upon
Mattluîalî, in satîsiactian for bis
wotunded pride and huaffled, amîbition.
Thec u;isuspecting Secretary was eii-
ticed iat a sucret interview on tlîe
rlriîtier, and filc-e kidnapped andI

carried ta fIe Frenchi garrisan at tlîo
Pignerol, anid afterwards ta the
fortress af Exle, ien St. ;Mars wvas
appintod ofurara the osau f
St. Marguerite. Hie was incarccrated
iii thîis iartress cleven vears, and sub-
sequelnîly wvas rcnîaovecd ta the Bastille
iin Ille nuaniir wve have above de-
scrilicd, and caifned therein till bis
dcathi.

Facts taken fraîuî the archives ai
France anld docunîuntary records ai
an1 apparcntlv conclusi ve chu racter,
puhhislued by' Lord Doven, in 1825,
sbcnow that tlîis nuvsteriaus prisaner
was MIatUhioli, and thuat lie wZas twvcnty-
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