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it is a progressive disintegrating of the false, and a restoring of the true,
ini the hunlian hieart. The christian &,races caxi find a substantive exist-
once only in the heart that is permeateci with saving truth. Truth is
not arbitrary iii this disintegrating and reorgarnzing process; received
into the heart it commends itacif te the renewed reason and juâgment,
and becoming part of the consciousness, conscience itseif is clarified, and
the wholc man becomes s0 te, speak, an incarnation of truth. Such au
one needs no, te publish te the world that lie is a Christia.n, lie is a living
"epistie known and read of ail mon," and ia whatever spheore of life lie

uioves, lie is ever, like Soripture, a standing reproof and confuitation of
errox' in evex'y ferra.

But as imperfection is wvritten on every footprint of hunianity, the
christiail is ever prone te, fali inte sin, and te, wander fromithe way of

*- holiness, se the Apostle adds another word "correction." 'Ihere, ia
general, the idea, is, amendnient, iniprovement, setting right again. As
in sanctification «we are co-workers with God; s0 bere Scripture is pre-
sented as the means by which we niay flnd the way when lost, and
progress onwvards and upwards until at last we stand accepted in Ftis
presence in glory. The Bible is ever to e 4 the man of our counsel ; its
precepts, warninigs and exhortations are ever te lie as "lliglits shining in
a dark place until the day dawva and the day star arise ia our heartýs."

Another wvord completes the enumneration, viz. : "linstruction?" Here
the w-ord used in the original lias reforence te the training of a: chuld, and
signifies development as wvell as instruction. In warfare, soldiers are
in3tructed, developed, educated ia the niovernts and practice of arms;
so the Chiristian life being a warfare, the churcli is the camp or training
ground, the Bible the great sterehouse froas which we have our armor,
and hy the leceptien of Soripture trutli and prayerful meditation thereon
we beconie developed and trained for the conquest of evil withia us, or
around about us. Ignorance of Bible trutli is not, perbaps, the great
fault of the churcli te, day, and yet, ia a sense it is, for no man oaa be
said te know truth properly until lie lias yielded heû.ut ai-id life to its
power. The Apostle la the Epistle te the Hebrews speaks of "lthose
who by reason qf use have their senses exercised te, discera botli good.
and evil :" now sudh ia part wou.Il seeîn to be the force of the word
Ilinstruction "iii the text. It ineans education in the broadest and most
comprehiensive sense of the terni. And then as if te unify and concea-
trate this quadruple use of Soripture, Paul adds "in 94ghteousness." This
la the sphere in which this multiformi process is, carried on, the circle in
whieh ail is embraced, the point te which ail converges: aad as "lthe
natural mari reçeiveth not the thinga of the Spirit of God," se apart from,
Christ, or outside of this sphere of righteputsaes, Seripture truth eaa
have neithier saving .or sanctifying power. Heace regeneiation is always
the irst necessity ; after that holinesa ia heart and life. "1In rigliteous-
neas,"' these wiords uamistakely consiga ail jesuistic casuistry te the devil
where it belongs. N(9 motive however pure oaa justify a -wrong act la
the sighit of God; the man, the motive, and the act must ail lie la the
sphere of righteousness, ia order te obtain the divine favor and the
promised blessing. This principle is very broad, and yet it is intensly4 praçtical even among christians.


