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tonquest of the South, znd of politicians known
to bo in tho confidenco of the Exccutive,—all
these are calculated to perplex the councils of
Mezico, to keep the dountry in a state of continual
alarm, to enconrage the factions which have so
tong disiracted it, and to retard the progress and
improvement which peace aud repose could not
fail to produce in & land so prodigally endowed
ith all the elements of material prosperity. The
United States would play a nobler part, a part
mora worthy of & great nation, by acting frankly
in this matter. The course now pursued towards
Mexico is only less reprehensible than active hos-
tility would be.

THE LAST DAYS OF THE CON-
FEDERACY.

ON Monday morning, 27th March, 1865, three

weeks after leaving Canada, I managed to
reach the chief city of the Confederacy, though
not without much trouble, and after many
vexaticas delays. Nine long weary days, each
bringing its fresh disappointients, sneaking and
dodging about the Lower Potomac, suspicious
of every new fiace, an ansiously watching the
movements of the Federal cavalry picquets, were
not very agreeable toan Englishmanand a soldier,
usually accustomed to fair questions and plain
speaking. Most of my letters of introduction
were to officers just then round Petersburg, but
thero wero many kind civilian friends in Rich-
mond who received me most cordially ; and who
alas, with myself] little dreamt of the tremendous
change so soon to take place. Matters were
then very far from promising for the South, but
still the people were cheerful, and as determined
and confident as ever of the vltimate triumph of
their cause. As there wag heavy fighting going
on round Petersburg, I left Richmond on the
30th, by the afternoon train which was crowded
with soldiers. Owing to the miscrable state of
the line, and coadition of the rolling stock, we
were moro than two bours going twenty-two
moiles, or rather nincteen, as we were obliged to
drive three miles into town; the encmy being
able to shell any trains, citherentering orleaving
the city. Petersburg bore a marked contrast to
Richmond, where, beyond tho presence in the
streets of an unusual number of officers and
soldicrs of all ranks and branches of the service,
the absence of ordinary cvery day luxuries,
together with the exorbitantly high prices, and
general neglected appearance of the town, there
was not much to remind you of the fact of your
being in a besieged city.

But here it was very different.  Many houses
showed the marks of shot and shell, one street
in particular near the river, where hardly a buijld-
ing had escaped. There were not cither so many
soldicrs about, all being down at the front, whero
not & man could be spared. At tho commence-
ment of the sicge, I am told, the cnemy used to
shell the city almost daily, but, becoming tired of
thet, confined their attention to that gallant littlo
army wbich s0 long and so nobly confronted
them. In the evening, as I strolled out towards
the suburbs, smoking my pjpe, after a very in-
different meal at the hotel, the continued drop-
ping fire of the picket lines of both armics, was
distinctly heard, whilst every now and then the
hoarse scream of one of Grant’s engines, together
with the angry roar of a heavy gun, would re-
mind you of the presence of an indefatigable and
relentless fac.

Next morning, I walked out about three miles
to General Lee's headquarters.  Not a hnrse was
10 be obtained at any price, and being ignorant
of the road, my destination was not reached till
past 12 o'clock. The General was unfortunately
away on the right, about six miles off), and I had
notagain an opportunity of meeting the illustrious
soldicr who had caused ministers at Washington,
and the shoddics of New York to tremble, and
whoso namo througbout this long and bitter
strifo has commanded the respect and admiration
of tho world. Nothing struck mu so much as
the extraordinary vencration I heard everywhero
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in Virginia at tho mero mention of General Lec's
namo; whilst no one wis moro alive to tho
chivalrous naturo of bis character, and his great
professional talents than tho Fredecal troops
themselves, Probably no man in this practical
matter of fact 19th century, ever won tho hearts
of tho prople more thoroughly than Robert IS,
Lee. Colonel Charles Marshall, his aid«le-camp,
to whom I had aletter, talked for u lung time,
and very freely, kindly gavemo an order to cross
the river at pleasure, and a letter to General
Gordon commanding the left defence.

Little did we imagine at tho time, that in two
days that pretty little wayside house would be
in possossion of the cuemy, and burned to the
ground.

About 10 o'clock next day, I rode down to the
front in company with two of General Gordon's
staff, and, leaving our horses in cli.rge of an
orderly near tl e first parallel, walked along the
covered way to *he trenches. It was a luvely
spring day, and the men of both armies had, by
mutual consent, knocked off tho usual picket
firing, tho skirmishers being outside their rifle
pits, basking in the sun, smoking, talking, and
cracking jukes in many places not wore than
thirty or forty yards apart. At the crater, the
scenc of Grant's great explosion, in July, 18G4,
we did not like to show our heads abuve the
parapet, but, everywhere clse, walked about with
the greatest confidence. The appearance of a
str.i.yer dressed in a plain English suit of clothes,
and wide-awako hat, attracted a good deal of
attention, and provoked many remarks as we
passed along tho lines. The reader may judge
of the discipline, when, although with two ufficers,
1 was frequently told to *come out of that hat,”
or some garment, which suited cither the funcy
or want of the speaker.

Having very little knowledge of fortifications,
1 am not prepared to pass any opinion on the
works, which, although of vast extent, did not
appear very strong, and could not compare with
the Federal works immediately opposite, which
I afterwards visited; the Soutbern generals not
having the same labour to expend on them which
the North could always command. The mcn all
lived under borab proofs, and the corps, to whom
were entrusted the left defence, was mainly com-
posed of Stonewall Jackson's famous old division.®
They wero all fine, tall, able-bodied fellows, in
pbysique resembling some of our best battalions
of the guards; butall were badly clothed, many
of them literally without shiits to their backs.
Their daily rations had not for some time past,
exceeded threc-quarters of a pound of bacon, aud
a pound of fluur or biscuit, and the poor fulluws
all boro a hungry, ill-fed, wasted appearance,
The Southerz soldier has a great objection to
carry anything heyond his rifle, ammunition,
blanket, and water-can, and Would be much
astonished at the claborate kits in pussession of
our men. It was curious to observe, in spite of
tleir general dirty and ragged appearance, that
many ‘of them kept tooth-brushes run through
the batton-hole of their jackets. The constant
chewing of tobacco may perhaps necessitate thus
little picce of refiement, but the presence of a
Jarge number of gentlemen in the rauks must
also be rcmembered. I was surprised not to sce
more than two bayoncts the whole day, beyond
a few which were used 8s tent-pegs ! and heard
that tho men did not like them, always clubbing
their muskets at close guarters.

Tho Yankees, they said, always had them, bet
never carcd to uso them; and & Fcderal officer
of high rank, nad great reputation, 1 afterwards
told me that ho only remembered two instances
in which bayonets were crossed during the
wholo war, Thero werc only three heavy guns
that I remember in the whole left defence, o
Columbiad, and twolarge rifled howitzers, which
bore the mark U.S. on them ; the remainder were
Parrott and Napoleon 12-pounders, most of
which were also captured from the enemy, very
few having tho mark of the Richmond arsenal.
It scems difficult tc account for tho very large
number of Enficld rifles now in possessiva of the
Southern army, with the English government
mark # Tower, 1863,”on the lockplate. 1 wastold

® This only applios to tho left defence

t+ Major Geperal Warren late (‘.‘onimnnding Oth
Corps y of tho Potomeo.

that they were brought over through the block-
ade, and afterwards 1 saw many moro similarly
marked in the hands of the Federal troops. Tho
weakness of tho Confederate army, in compari-
son to the enormous extent of their works, may
be readily understood, when in many places along
the lineg, the men were 03 much ad ning or Wen
yards apart.

Everything remaiued perfectly quict on our
leaving the trenches. Late thatafternoon, perhaps
at ten pm. the usual pichet firing was com-
menced, and at miduighitsleep became impossiblo
from tho loud and cuutinual roar of artillery.
Never having licard an angry shot before reach-
ing Petersburg, ns I laid in bed listening to the
hideous roar of that last night's fighting, & most
distressing state of nervous irritation scized me,
which soon became jutulerable.  After watching
the shells, frum the ruof of the hotcl for sume
time, I contrived to fiud my way through the
dark with some little teuuble to the front. ~ Shot,
shell and bullets dropping all round made it
particularly unpleasant fur one who had never
been under fire befure, and I was glad cnough to
reach the first parallel about 330 am. The
flickering light frum the rapid discharge of mus.
ketry, the decp roar of heavy guus, with shells
bursting in every direction, together with the yell-
ing aud cheering of both sides, made a magnifi-
cent spectacle not chsily forgutten. At day-
bresk on that eventful murniug, the position of
affairs on the left defence, stood thas: The
coemy had saccecdd in establishing themsclves
in Fort Mahone, a strung Confederate work
fronting Fort Haskell on the rightattack. They
had also, issuing from Fort Steadman, penetra-
ted the Sguthern Yines, from which, howerver,
they were speedily driven back. Away on the
right some considcrable distance off, they had
bruken completcly through the works, carrying
everything before them by sheer weight of nuwn-
bers. Here it wasthatthe heaviest fighting took
place, and the loss of life on both sides was very
zreat. Oa the left although the fighting was
very severe, there were nut so many killed or
woundcd, though most of thie men wero hit cither
in the head or shoulders, as is usually the casc,
when fighting behind  breastworks,  Geuersl
Lee, secing the critical state of affairs, and baving
lost possession of the south side railroad, on
which he mainly depended for supplies, at once
determined on evacuation, telegraphing to Presi-
dent Davis at Ricbmond that he could no longer
hold his position, and ordering tho tobacco, in
Petersburg some 7000 or 8000 hogsheads, to be
burned. Between nine and ten aum., as you
luvked back tunward the city, two buge columnsof
smuke might be seen guiag slowly upwards form-
ing o thick black cloud, which huag like & pall
over the doomed city. We, on the left, being
ignorant of how matters were going on else~
where, and holding our own well, indespite of the
luss of Fort Mahone, never once thought of the
real cause of the conflagration, or dreamed that
the early grey of the following morn would show
the stars aud stripes floating from ¢very tower and
steeple in Detersburg.  About an hour after-
wards, some 200 men,—North Carolinians I
thiuk they were,—started up from the trencl, and
springing over the breastwork with a yell,
chargcd into Fort Mahone, leaving mo belund,
watcluog them from the parapet, with somo few
killed and wounded lying about. Now a charge
in battle, according to the usual orthodox way of
thinking, is generally supposed to be a very
terrible and magaificent sight ; but this resem-
bled nothing more than the hurried scramblo of
a crowd ncross a ploughed field, such as may
be scen at any fair or steeple chase meeting in
England. The ground, which was very broken,
was thickly covered with stumps, and at least
400 yards of open space had to be crossed beforo
the Fort could be reached, where, after o few
minutes’ suspenso and much shouting, yelling,
and cursing on both sides, o dark mass of Yan-
kees were seen torunburriedly to tho rear, wheel-
ing round suddenly like & flock of sheep till
scattered by a few well directed volleys of grape
and canister. This charge, however, only re-
sulted in tho capture of a portion of tho out-
works. Towards noon tho fighting becamo de-
sultory, both sides becoming weary with tho
last nino hours’ slangbter. As I returned home,



