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THE -- DRY =« GOODS -- REVIEW.

SHORT LENGTHS.

T oIk the Mttle things of dife that
I worry, Just now a practien hos

grown up in wome of the whole.
snle houser, ennned perhnps hy o too
great inclination to please their cone
tomers, which I now bringlng trouble
upon the houres which incogurated the
cuntom. Most wholesnle bouses will,
in cortaln goods, cab dress longthy from
thele dress goode pieces 10 oblige thelr
customers, This 18 nllowable In slik
and twegds goods and pechopm In gomis
which are worth above flity cents o
yard, At least, sf the cutthye wan con-
fined to dress goods above this priee,
there would e lean room for grambl-
tugg, but it dlffienly to kee why this
should be fnlulged in with regard to
gomix lesx than one dollar per yard.

But the practice hns grown so, and
with acenmuluting strength toreed §t-
well on the wholexale houses until n
ridiculona costom I8 In vogue in a few
of them of cuttang dress lengths (rom
ool ot fifteen, twenty, and twenty-
five centa per yard, ‘The cnstom seems
to have begutt by  travellers  selllug
dress lengthe to mitliners aml genernl
dealers for their own conrumption. Mo
ally 1t haw forced itself among o cor-
tudn cluns of coxtomers  with small
stochs and large ambitlonk.  When the
question Is consldered, we con come to
but one conclusion, that s that nny-
one who canttot humldle n plece of dress
oudn with thurty to thirty xix yards
fo it at & price lesa than Hity conta or
one dollar Juud hetter not be In busl-
pexx, Al no wholesale houge has n
right to sell lexs than thls, heenuse
they nre doing Injuey to thelr beat
custoniers who do buy full lengths,

When the worklng of thils cuastom
with regard to the wholeside house I8
considered, the costliness of the prace
tiee In xeen, The travetler has a sample
of n plece of dress goods wWhich con-
tains thirty-five yards, and he sells to
ecach of five persons geven yards of this
waterinl, Bat In the cuttlug a haif
yard hax been Joxst, aud only six and o
half yards are left, which are solll nt
a saeriflce, aml o half yard s loxt,
which fs n great deal when goolds are
rold at n cloxo margin,  Aguin, the
matter is worse when the piece cone
tatnr thirty dards, three lengths are
roltd and atne yards are left, and when
the neat order comes fn for seven
yards, the auestion arlses, what = to
be done with the extra two yards.
vnt It off nud 1t lust, Send it o the
curtomer and he will take {6 0 it s
u bonur, 1f not he cuts off his seven
yards and gendr the two back, Thus
the houses lore very heavily by thetr
cutttng bhusness, Aud who gatus ? No
one, but a tew small dealers, o bio do
not descrve 1t The genutae dry gouds
merchants would never want xuch a
favor tu any llne of dress goods leas
than 11y cents tn price.

But there s another phass to this
questton in which the lntoresta of the
retatler are more  coneernad,  Some
deaters 10 Canada and {n the Laited
states are contending for shorter dress
lengthe that Ix, that no plece of Jress
goods shonld contain awve twenty five
tu thirtydhve sards. At present the
Domintun Gatton Millls Cos gowds are
pat up tn paeees of from thicty ntue to
forty four yards In length, wihitle in
chicaper goods  from  Awmerican amd
Engllsh houses the lengthe run from
fifty to Reveaty yarde cach. This In
tan much fo rthe ordinary retatler,
wd we see a great deal of benefit

whiclh: would reanlt to the retaller by
having shorter lengths in dreag gomis
and Beluge ennbilet to carry more of
the varfety that the house with which
lie deals has ln #tock. He wouhd com-
mence the reakon with o grenter vae
riety and his repeat orders woubl e
more numerous and greater ln volunme,

The volyme of the males by the whole.
sinle houses amd manufacts err wonld
e inereased rather than dminished,
and the only sufferer woulld he the
whotesnle house, which would have
consfderablo more Inhor on its hands,
But Just here what has beensald on
proviour polnt comes In, amd 1t must
I recogniked that §it shorter dress
fenthn were lntroduced by manufuce-
turers and Jobbers, the houke wounld
gadn by having to do less entting nto
dress lengthn, ‘The declnion of hoth
these guestions rests with the whole-
sitlern, Dut thele deelsions must. neces.
anrily o anodified by the expressed
opinfon of the retalt dey goods mer-
chante who stand in the relation of
customers to them.

A DEPARTMENTAL RULING.

Ax there uppenrs to be a difference
ol opinton as to the proper ratlug ot
what are commonly known as *“dress
gouods,’ In order to sccure uniformity
at all ports, in future, collectors are
authyrixed that thiz daxs of gouds may
e rated ander item No. 216 of the
taritt, without. regard to width of the
goodr, when coxting twenty cents or
Iens per yard. Care, however, must. e
taken that no  flannels,  serges or
cloths, othier than “ladies’ dress gomds,*
are entered under suld ftem No. 210G,
Thiv will have the effect of letting tn
meltons up 10 ten penee o yard at the
low duty, thus decreasing the pries of
thesy gouds. It also removes rome
doubts und secured a unlformity which
wag very much needed in clussimg cer-
tain kinds of dress goods,

AN ADVANCE IN CELLULOID.

An advance in cellutold collars and
cufls, amounting to 11c. per dozen on
collurs and 22¢. per dozen cuffs, has
taken place In New York. ‘LIhis ad.
vance I8 on the buflt collurs in the
manufacture of which there iz only one
compuny in Ameriea.  This company
controls the manulacture of the genuine
celluloid collar which is natde of three
thlcknesses, the outer two belng pure
cellulotd aud the central one haen or
cotton. Lyer stnee s antroduction this
collur has had a stroug hold on the
market aml haa had a wide and cnor-
mous xale. 1t s undoubtedly the hext
celluluid collar unr the market, but the
monhopoly har kept up the price. it
has been eatenelvely sold in Canada,
espectatly during the summer mouths,
We have  manufacturers 1n Canada
who make fvorine and rubbertne col-
lars and cuffs, Lul these gools are
made from raw matertal imported from
Scotland and Englund, and are made
uf but a single thichness. They are ot
bullt. gouds Ihe the cellulold wares.
Mr. A, B, Mitchell, 16 Sheppard strect,
Toronto, Is very extenslvely on-
gaged In the manufacture of these rub-
berlue goods, aud his wares have n
strong sule In Cunada, but they form

a class quite different. to the regular
cellulold collur and culf munufuctured
by the Amerlean company. ‘The rub.
berlne goods are neatly made of ono
thickness of the cellulohd amwd wih an
extra thickness  around the button.
holey, but. with no jontervening nyer
of cotton. 'Ihisndvanes flu New York
prices will ereate anndvance here, and
deaters sliould remember that they cane
not replenlsh thelr stocks at the old
price aml govern themseives accord.
Ingly.

TIPS ON WOLLEN GOODS.

Good allwool blunkets are worth
46c. vt the wholesnte house, and good
unfons nre worth 40¢. Cheaper grades
are belng wold, but they are dearer In
comparikon with the goods solld at the
above prices. '

The trade durlng the past month has
placed very heavy orders for woollen
underwear, and pow the mills' hooks
are full and orders arc being refused.
The July deliveries in some cases are
behind, amt this shows o coming sear-
clty of woollens, Prices are low and
the demand e Incereased, especially
in the Northwest, and about Oct. Ist
woollen underwear will not he plenti-
ful. There may be enough, bt there
wi* certainly be no superabundance.
There s o probability alzo that me-
dum clags grey flannels may e senree.
Recently oue il at Deterboro® was
trned down, and the Lambton mills
hnve been clored up on account of the
keen competition,  Thls hns lersened
the supply of this clang of flunneln, and
It will tend to stiffen prices at least.

Ifforts are beings muude to spot the
cutting by certain wholesale houses in
both Montread and Toronto which have
digplayed a manufactures’s involee and
offered to sell afy prEmall commiasion
of two and « half to five per cent,
Thig, of course, cannot be done ab o
profit, as It costs more to kell the goods
and ik only resorted to by Ilnancially
weak firms.

ADVANCE IN SILK.

This week news was received from
Switzerlund that an advance of from
10 to 15 per cent, had taken place in
raw &Ik, This may be so, but {2 s not
Bkely.,  Nevertheless there are clream-
stances which pint t-.au advance in the
near future, although the advance hus
not been sufficiently condirmed, as yot,
to Indicate certainty. In the cocoun
markets of France and Italy there has
been an upvward movement of prices
ever sinee about June 25th. Barly re-
ports from Japan aunounced au o
crease 1o the crop of raw sllk this sea-
son, but later reports say that Japan
will supply no more of the world's de-
mands than it did last year. The Itallan
crop will show a deficit of from L0
to 235 per cent..  These circumstances
shiow that the preacnt upward move-
ment In Japan and Lyonus wiil prob-
ably maintained. Even if the advance
amounts to 15 per cent., as reported,
it will ot affeet the goods already
ordered by Canadian johbers and im-
porters, and the cffect will not be felt
very much until orders are placed for
spring sllks. The immedinte effect wiill
e to mako prices firm, Lut. the advauce
here will not be noticcable.




