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MY attention having been cailed to an article iii yqur January
nunibcr, and believing thâit the wvriter woî:id readily av'aitlimii-
belf of the opportunity of being set righit iii reference ta the ail
important and interestilig question of the possible use of tlîe
storage battcry system, for solving the question of rapid and
coniiortable transit, anid eliniinating ail idleas of intentionai
mlisconception and aiiowing the error of judgnicnt inanifestedi in
the article to bc excusable, 1 eethis desite to set the
mnatter before youralrcady nuiemrouý rentiers in ils proper.1spcI.

i notice the article in question refers to the storage battery as
".a.iorlomn hope," and yet liopes against hope that the problcmi
vvill bc solv'cd by an econoinically successful starage battery.
Why, only on Thursday last in the Toronto Courts of Arbitra-
lion, Mr. Rice, the emlinent City, Engineer of Cleveland, on the
%% itfiess stand said, in answver to counisel, that the storage battery
question had been spoIs'd for sîreet car work, anid lutrther
atnswvered in repiy ta questions put to himi as té where the ques-
tion of the commercial value of the accpvmulatoi hall been
solved : " Right hiere in )pur own city you have the best storage
battery systein on this continent, and the best for street cars or
any other wor, 1 hlave ever seen." In repiy ta further questions,
lie said lie referred to the Roberts storage battery system, of
1'oronto. rruiy a prophet is neyer 'vithout hionor save in his

own country.
1 have four distinct engagements in four différent cities of the

States to put mysystemn in operation. WVich scarcely any effort,
but simply un represenltations tif experts, a conipany was iornied
in the States a few days ago, wvitb a capital of $1,500,ooo.

Prof. iike, a naine known and relied upon ail over the Domiin.
ion, aftcr examining every known systeni on the continent,
returned and gave an order for the School o! PIactical Science.

Statements regarding new storage batterie!, are practically
%vorthiess. In a masterly article in thie Eiccùicezi Wû,!d, the
statement wvas made that the man isho coulci point to a positive
plate that ha d stood six months roogli and careless work liait
salved the problein. Last week vve forwarded ta C. O. Mailloux;
ofi Newv York, al positive pla.te that had-been in constant service
and subjected to continuai tr.avel for very .hearl11.y t io ),cars. MNIr.
Mailloux in rcpiy exprcssed an opinion that established a record,
and one wve liait need. to be prÔùd. of. We are .now. engaged.
uipon a plant for car- work and forming a1 Company- for that
distinct purpose ; that is, ofiizing the batteryforcar purposes.

Now, in whai aie the distinctive features necessary !o insure
a perfect battery for car w9rk? Why exactly the features

j irn tvery purpose Io wi'ci a stalge ballery is app1>bed
ist, Freedomi frontî buckling ; 2ncl, l)isintregation of the paste
3rd, Capability of standing heavy charging and clischarging.
mriese are or ha-ve beenl the coiniion difficulties to be mct %v':tl
in the solution of this l)roblCni. W<e have overcamne every one
af themn. We ha% e nl been deterrcd by the 'liorlorti hope"
ideas of anybady-no truc plodder in tîte pathw.îy af scientific
reseachi îas ever deterred by tuat idea. i n proof of that 've
give a thrce >'ears guarantc.

WI:at wc haive dtoile ;tn or miay be inipr<wed uipon by others,
but this inucli is certain, iliat before niany weeks pass a stora ge
battcry systemi vvill be iii operation iii or necar enlougli to.this
city that 'vill for e.ver setule the probleni. W'e have cîuictly
reîlakcedl and are replacing ail the leading mai.kes, and such is
aur confidence in our systenli that %ve have applicd for patents iii
every country in the norld "acre it is possible ta obtaîn ' hemn.

nre question lia% becii salvecl in England. The Central
Tranîîmay Company, af Biirmuingham, a.e putt:ng an extensive
systelli into operation therc ; the North: MeItrapolitan Company
aire also using 'storage batterieb. *rhey vvill have to be used in
ali crowd(edl cities, and certainly no where, in miy opinion, wvould
the praýctical solution of the question be hiailed more gl:îdly titan
in Toronto and Mlontrc.il. Harmilton made an ofrer of tract-,
car and niolor for al test on their 1'ine, îvhich offer vie respect-
fuily rciuscd, as %vu did not care ta be trammilelled by ani agree.
ment that. rendered neccssary the possible subversion of our
ideas.

We liaze the battery, experienced engineers, and the advent
of our conîpany vviil at once dispel " forlorn hopes," -by the
recognition of the end, andl object ai the "'ork, ai ycars.

A fcv dla3s ago, at the invitation ai the T. lH. overhead
system, Aid. Saîunders, the mayor and a number of city gentie-
inen enjoyeci the hospitaiity of the President, anti after express-
::îg their approval of ec'erything, yet said that the storage
battery wvould bu the onI> pernîissible eleut bystein allowed in
the City.

Y
7ours truiy,

~Wî. Ro:lERTS.

Til.. E:a..RcA.NL%.s as an reccapt oif an inviatioln la be prescrnt ai
the firsi annuil dIasincru<f the Montrcali Brandi. Canadian Assucauonof
Stationary Engineers. The cveni wilI bc cclebraleda ts he Rithi!eu Hotel,
'Montrca1. onla te ening of Feb. 14111. The NES:v lîOpes tobcreprcsented.
and ta be abîle ta presc:at in ils next issuca picture of the good lime enjoyed.

Thc Opicii Sound Elcîrie lllunîinating and Mfanufacturang Ca. (liimited).
wite: ;',Tc rtcciv-cd Vour pioieur copyafCnnacli.an Ea.FcT)tIcAI. NFvws.
and are glad 10 wc!lconie ai as a purely Caniadian publication. WVe trust il
w~ill reccesve the support iî so justy nacraIs. Wc enclose P. 0. order in ycur
favor for $t.So as aur subscnption for z89l."
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