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tone, Simeon silently walked off; ini
search of a more obliging neigbibor.

'l'ie men %vho hiad been lefî wait-
ing witF, the patient and suffering
oxen, sculded about Reubeit's iii-
nature wvben Simeon corne bock to
tbern, and said they hoped Reuben
would get stuck in the saine bog
himself. Thoir employer rejoined,
"If lio should, we will do our duty
and bie]1) him out." -6 Tbore is such
a thing as being too goud-natured,"
said tbev. ",If Reuben Black takos
the notion ibutt people are afraid oi
him, it makes him trample on thomn
worse ibian ever."

O, 01%ait a wliile," replied
Green smiling ; -"1 will cure him;
bofore long. WIait and see if 1 do
flot cure im."

It chanced soon Safter. that lieu-
bens team, did stick fast in the
saine bog, as the workmen had
wisbed. Simeon noticed it from a
rteighbouring field, and gae direc-
tions tbat îiLc oxen antd chains should
be irnmediaîely conveyed bo bis as-
sistance. The mon laughied, sbook
thieir heads, and talked about the
old hornet. Thoy, Iîowever, chetcr-
fuiiy proceoded Io do as the emn-
ployer requested. "You are in a
bad situation, neighibour 1" said
Sinieon, as lie came along-side the
foundered team ; but my men are

coigwith two yoke of oxen, and

heip) you out." "4You may take
your oxen brick aga-Sn," repliod
Reuben, quickly ; "& 1 vant none of
your bielii." In a very friendly
tone Simeon answerea, "I cannot
consent to do that ; for evening is
comning on, and you have a very lit-
ile tirrao to lose. It is a bad job at
any time, but il Nviil be stili worse
in the dark." ",,Light or dark 1 do
flot ask your help," replied Lieuben
emphiatic illy. 4I 1 vould flot help
you out of the bog the other day

when you aked me." "9The trou-
ble 1 bad in relieving my poor
oxon teaches me to, feel for othors
ini the sanie situation. Do' flot
lut us ivasîo words about it, neigh-
bour. It is impossible for me tu
go home and leave you bore in the
bog, and niglit coming on."

The teain was soon drawn out,
and Simoon and bis mon %vent away
wviîiout wvaiting for tbanks. When
Reubon wvent home that night ho
wvas un usuaily thoughtful. After
smoking a while in deep contem-
plation, ho gently knocked the
851105 from bis pipe, and snid, with
a sigh, 4" Peg, Simeon Green has
cured me! 1" "Wh)at do you mean?"
said his n~ife, dropping ber knitting
witlî a look of surprise. "1You
know whon ho first came int this
neighborbood, ho said ho wvould cure
mie," replied Reubetn, -"and lie bias
dune it. The uther day lie asked
me toulbelp) bis team out of tbe bog,
and I tuld bim I liad enougbi 10 do
to attend Io my own business. To-
day my teain stuck fast in the verv
same bog, an 1 be came witb two
yoke of oxen 10 draw il out. 1 felt
asbainod tu have himn lend me a
hand, su 1 told him 1 wanted noue
of his biellp ; but ho nnswored just
as pleasant as if nothirig conlrary
had bappened, that nigbî was com-
ing on, and ho was riot wiiiing tu
leave mon in te mud." - Ho is
a pleasant-spoken nt'ni," said Mrs.
Black, "m ad alwavs has a pretty
word to say t0 the boys. lus wife
soems 10 be a nice neighbourly
body, to0." Reuben made no an-
swer; but after moditating a wbil e,
ho remarked, "1Peg, you L-now ibat
big ripe melon down at the bottomn
of the gardon ? You may as wveli
carry it over there in tbe niorning."
luis wife snid she would, xvithout
asking bim t0 explain where -ov'er
there"l was.


