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if.weare to credit our Bible Society Lieports, and certainly there is no
reason to reject their statct.ents, wenavethe alarming fact before us that
only oncin everysixteen personshas the entircbible. and only oneinevery
eight who has a copy even of the New Testament ! which proves, that,
even if there be a full supply of the seriptares printed, theve is an im-
portant blank in their civculation.

Unruestionably this limited distribution of the good book arises from
an jmpgrfect estimation of its \\oxth, and again t]'ls meagre cstimate of
it arises from the fact that it is not read or studied ; and hence the
cardinal import of the great query of all the queries, Shall we in practice
improve 10 bille reading?  But then the question may be relounded
upon us, Who will give Limself up to the perusal of a Liook, the value of
which lie has yot to learn?  Let us admit all that is nnpl ed in this
queano“l and what follows 2—that we cannot consistently advance in
the reading of the bible until its valuz be more fully known? This

4"es' not fairly follow; for in theory we already place a higher value
upon the bible, than we are willing to acknowledge in the reality of
practice. If, then, we arc not using the Look according to our-present
\oluntary ackrowledgement cf its worth, consistency dxctatcs that we
should immediately estend the circle of our practice to the same com-
pass as our theory.

“ And this, in the meantime, is all that we can rationally desire; for
if éve'i‘y' professor was to peruse the bible according to his own senso
of its' treasire and grace, he would soon become additionally impressed
withits true worth, and would engage in thc reading of it accordmgly

May we ask, then, in the name of all, what shall be our practice in
time to come? Let us, at once, each for himself, resolve and say with
the simple-minded and great Dr. Watt,

« Then let me love my bitle mors,
And take a fresh delight—

By day to read these wonders o'er
And meditate ai night.”

Afew thoughts more by way of 2 tlurd 1e=son may yet bo expected.
*CoxpucTor.
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Agam we sk, What. are wo. domg fog ‘the spread, of the.gospel, Qf
Jepug Christ?, Are.we.interested,in,, or.indifferent to, tha situation of
thoge who are living.in iguoranee and: in alienation from.God? . AQ@Q;



