
'~this fias the advantage of beiog entirely consiptent with
his own pubiished and express decree: le that beli eveth
shall be saved ; and he that believeth not shall be damned."
'This revealed and promulgatud decree, ive must beJieve, wae ac-
cording to God's eternai purpose:- and if Ironi eternity Ize determi-
ned that beliei'ers, and only believers, in Christ, arnong the fal-
len race, shouid be saved, the conclusion is inevitable, that those
whorn lie chose in Christ 0 1 before the foundation of the woi id"
%vere considered, flot as wien merciy, *"but as believing
vien ; which hiarnsoniztis the doctrine of election with tise cotier
doctrines of Seripture instead of placing it, as in tise Caivinistic
seherne, in opposition to theni. For the choice flot being of cer-
tain rmen, as such, but of ail persons beiieving, and ail men to
wvhorn the Gospel is preached being c.alled to believe, every one
iay place huisclfin the number of persons so elected. '%

But though this argumnirt~ might be very successiully urged
agaiuist those iwho interpret the passage above lquoted of person-
ai eiection, the context bears unequivocai proofs, that it is not

ùfan chection, or predestination oftuis kind of which the Aposties
speaks; but of the clectiom of beiieving Jews and Gentiles into
thu churcli of God ; in other words, of the eternal purpose of
G«Nod, upon the publication of the Gospel, to constitute his visi-
ble churcli no longer upon the ground of naturai descent fromn
Abrahm, but upon the foundation of faith in Christ. For upon
no other hypothesis can that distinction ivhich the Apostie makes
between the Jewvs wiso first believed, and the Gentile Ephesians
who afterwvard believed, be ai ali explained.* * * IlIn whoin
also ye trusted, afier that ye hocard the word of t ruth ;" the
preaching of whieh truth to ihien as Gentiies, by the Apostle
and hism coadjutors, wzas, in consequence of God Idhaving
rnade known unto theni tihe mystery of bis wvill, that in luis des-
peisation of the fulnwss of tirnes he might gathier Iogelheir'in one
ai things, in Christ ;" ivhich. in the next cliapter,-(a nanifest
continuance of the sanie head of discourse,)-is explained to
rnpan the caiiing in of the Gentiies with the beiieving Jews, re.
concilingY" both unto God in one body by the cross, having sînin
thie enmîity thereby'" The sanie subject he pursties in the third
cliapter, representing this union of believing Jews and Centiles
in one church as the revelation of the nystery which had been
)sid Idfrom the beginning of the worid ;" but ivas now I anifes-
ird according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in C' risbt
Jesus our Lord." (Verses 8-11.) Here, then, we Lave the
li>tàe rneaning of the election, and predestination of the
Ep1 hesians spoken of in the opening of the lEpistie :it %i as
1;ýv1r election, as Gentiltes, to be, aiong %vith tise believing,
Jews, tise clisurc!i of God, his acknowiedged people on earth;
vhich Piectiosi %vas accordingy to God's Idtusa upoe"t

cisia.ge the constitutiun of his church ; to establish it on the
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