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ACCIDENT TO THI JOHN WILLIAMS,

A serious accident happened to the John
Williams when she was heating up to her
anchorage, on the day of our arrival here.
She struck on a sunken reef, which rises
abruptly out of the deep water. She was
sailing at the rate of about & miles an hour,
and struck with mnch force.  The accident
adid not excite much alarm at first, and it
was expected that she wonld float off with
the tide. It was goon ascertained, however,
that there was much water jn the hold, and
that every effort would be required to keep
the <hip from sinking, as she was aground
at the bow only.  She hung on the reef for
some days, and her stern rose and fell with
the tide. Tt was a melancholy sight to see
the heautiful John Williams in so perilous a
condition. The damage sustained by the
ship was found on examination to be very
scriug, though not extensive. A few feet
of the keel was carried completely away,
and ~ome of the lower planks injured. It
became necessary to discharge the cargo,
and keep the pamps going day and night.
‘I'he ship’s cargo consisted of supplies for
the missionaries of the London Society, and
it has heen safely stored on this island.
After the ship was once more afloat, our
next cdoncern was what to do with her. She
was not sea-worthy, and she could not be
repaired here.  We held a meeting for con-
sultation, at which Captains Williams and
Fraser and the missionaries were present. It
was our united opinion that the Jokn Wil
liams should proceed without delay to Syd-
ney for repairs, and as the risk was great,
and a probability that she might be aban-
doned at sea, we agreed to send the Day-
spring in company with her. Wesent also
twenty-two natives of this island to assist
at the pumps. By the goodness of God
the ship reached Sydney after a tedious
vovage of three weeks. The Dagspring,
which had accompanied her, remained in
Sydney two days, and rcturned to this
island after an alsence of five weeks, bring-
ing home the natives with her. “The
Aucitcteumese are entitled to much credit
fur their efforts to save the ship. They
worked at her unceasingly, as if she had
heen their personal property. They would
not have worked as they. did to save any
ather vessel.  The insurance is much in-
debted to them for saving one of the finest
ships on their lists, It scems aremarkable
providence that such an accident should
have hefallen the new missionary ship at
the very first island visited by her. A
similar disaster, but not so severe, befell the
old Jokn Williams at the very first island
visited by her in the South Seas, and yet
her after carcer was perhaps miore interest-
ing than that of any other ship that ever
floated on the sca.  May we not cherish a

hepe that a still more glorious future awajyg
this new messenger of merey amonge gl
distant isles. The Revs. Messrs, Savile,
Watson and Davis, and their wives, wh,
were passengers in the John Williams, re.
mained on this ixland during hier absenee iy
Sydncy. Tam glad to say that the ..
sionary ship has recently returned, con.
pletely repaired, and is now ready for seq
once more. The accident which befell her
has caused & delay of about ten weeks, and
will prol.ably cust the Insurance whog |
£1000 sterling,  She leaves our islaud with, -
many prayers for her safety and sueee., -
and I trust that she may long coutinue 1, :
bear the message of salvation to mauy wiy
are still sitting in dmkness and in the e
gion and shadow of death.
SICKNESS AMONG THE NATIVES,

The first intelligence that we reccivel
on our arrival, was of the most painful
kind. A most fatul discase had been ragine
for'some months, and many had fallen i
tims to it. It was new to the natives, anld
they had no remembrance of any similar
sickness. Many of the symptoms werellhe
these of diplitheria, which has been so far!
in other countries. In some cases persons
who were scized with it died within a fow
hours, and others lingered for days. The
number who died was prohahly not les
than three hundred. The sickness has now
disappeared, and the island has seldom heen
more healthy than at present.  These viui-
ations of providence appear very mysterions
to the natives as well as to ourselv We
may rest assured that God has wise ends
in view in his dealings with us.  When we
cannot comprehend, let us stand still and
adore. The generation which we found
when we landed in the island have nearly
passed away, and we now labor amung
their children.  The population of this
island has come down from 4,000 to 2,000
within the last twenty years.  The chie
causes of depopulation have been measls
and diphtheria of late years.  If these island:
ers could bhe preserved from foreign dis-
eases, which are always fatal to them, we
might then hope for the best. It is encour-
aging to know that on most of the islands
where the gospel has been fairly establishel
the population has begun to increase. Gol-
liness, we arc a:sured, has the promise of
this life, as well as of that which 1s to come.
One of the most hopeful symptoms at the
present time is the large number of childrea
on the island. They are far more numeraits
than at any former period during our resi-
dence here. A healthy generation is rising
up to take the place of their fathers before
them.

LOCATION OF MISSIONARIES,

A general meeting of the mission was

held on Aneitcum sooun after our return to




