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CARTOON COMRENTS BY
THE FOREMAN.
Repeal Moyement
in Nova Scotia,

Tue  Government  of
Nova Scotis appealed to
the country s few daysago
making ‘‘repeal” their
war cry. The fixht nas
short, in some regious it
was sharp enough, and in
a number of instances it
has been more than ordi-
narily decisive. Halifax
Cuunty, which accords to
Preuner Fielding the position of representative,
gave to tho repeal party a larger support than
was anticipated even by its moat sanguine friends.
Must of the Atlantic seaboard districts followed
in its wake, though with varying strength. The
clectoral districts in otker sections, not so much
taken with the issne, refused to regard repeal
as an infallible remedy for existing ills, and re.
turned men either unfavorable both to repea)
and the Administration, or opposed to repeal
but favorable to the Administration on other
thats repeal gronnds.

Premier Fielding has gained strength in the
cuntest just waged. His suppurters have heen
increased o thirty, while the Opposition’s fight-
ing streugth has been reduced to cight, with one
doeubtiul.

The guage of battle was put squarely enough.
That no one can gainsay. But 1t is claimed in
some quarters that some of those professing to
be Mr. Fielding's followera did not in the con
test always imitate citber their leader’s undoubt-
ed pluck or his almast reckless daring. They
were willing encugh to enjy whatever gain
mght accrue fromn association with the protest-
ing leader, but they were not always courageous
cnough to put the issues squarely, nor ready to
reason the whole matter out to the uliimate re-
sult.  Still the men of this stamp who havo been
clected now rank in the * great majority,”” and
they will jubilate as loudly and clap their hands
a3 briskly as the most sturdy fighting men of
MMr. Fielding's company.

Tho Opposition have no reason to complain
that Fielding was equivocal in his manner of
placing the issue, bowever much they may dis
pute the correctness of his method of sustaining
it. Bat the Opposition hate reason to aeplore
the absence of a sturdy, able leader, with couraze
cnough to carry tho war into Africa. and the
requisitc cnergy and persistency lo press his
case upon public attention.

The

» nov2oent.

The men who did .
battle for tho Opposition did their best, no’
doubt, but, fighting in an unequal contest, they:

needed one who in every sense could be consid- :f
ored a leader to outline their policy and guide
their movenents.

The contention of tho ropeal leaders was that
Novu Seatin suffered fram her connection with
the Univn, not only as regards the wmequality of |
the espenditures within her borders compared
with her contributions tvo the Duminion ux.
chequer, but in the muttor of trado and goeneral
development. In fact, it was declared that Nova
Scotia, out of the Uuion, could have made more
liberal provision for her public works and en.
terprises than has been made for her through
Dominion channels. The correctness of this
declaration has been disputed on the platform
aud through the press, and with a good deal of
vigor and persistency. Asto which contention
is correct, it is diflicult for thuse not thoroughly
versed in the intricacies of Dominiva and Pro-
vincial finances to determine. Viewed in one
light, Mr. Fielding's contention appears to be
right; viewed in another, the Opposition figures
seem entitled to tho greatest weight. But, be
the case strony for Mr. Fiolding’s view or strong
for his opponents' contention, thoughtful peoplo
will nuturally enquiro as to the probable outcome
of 1his repeal victors—for such it is, whoever
may assert to the contrary.  Will Mr. Frelding
rest satistied with his clection triumph, or will
he press for the suverance of the tie which binds
Nova Scotia in the confederation compact { The
people of ¢he Maritime Provinces wiil view with
deep intereat, if not with serious concern, the
further mnovements of the repeal party’s doughty
little champion. If Mr. Fielding decides to go
a step or two farther—and this he must do if h=
expects to succeed in planting the banner of re-
peal on the hattlements of Nova Scotia’s capital
—it will be necessary for him to extend his lines
a good deal and as' me considerable responsibil.
ity. His task is unquestionably a dufticult one.
His friends believe that he will be quite equal to
the emergency, but his vpponenis think other-
wise. Tre Juky, forming no rash judgment in
the matter, is content to await develupments.

Maritime Unlon.

Prewier Fielding clsims that the election in
Nova Scotia was not erely a Liberal triumph
but a declaration in favor of a union of the Mar-
itime Provinces separate and apart from Canada,
and hopes that New Brunswick will find 1t to her
intereat to juiy hands with Nova Scotia in the
‘The claitn made and the hopo ex-
pressed are more far-reaching than sny in which
the Premier indulged prior to the election. So
far a= New Brunswick is concerned there is little
likelihood of any immediate movement. A gen-
eral clection has just been held, and repoal
formed no issne in the contest anywhere. One
thing 18 clear, however, Matitune union, though
not wmuch constdesed of Iate years, is & good
thing. But whether it would prove more bene-
ficial 1n connection with Coufederation than as a
scparato arrangetnent rematos te be dumonstra-
ted. Any one who has at all considered the
matter will sco that Maritime Union within the
Domiuion would cheapen the coat of legislation
to the Mantime Proviuces, curtail the expense of
Pruvincial executive machincery, and so counsoli
date the  <ied interests of the Vrovinces form
ing the L....n as to make themn powerful in the
waintenance of their own rights and an import
ant factor 1 influencing and shaping the policy
of whatever set of men wmay for the timo be en-
trusted with the administration of affairs. Sever.
ance from the Confcderacy would mean tho es-
tablishment of a legislative Maritime Union with *
all or nearly all the machinery that is now in
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operation for managing the business of the whole
Dominion, and tho transaction of purely local or
provincial business by county organizations,
Both systems have in them something to com.
mend. But under which system would the peo-
plo enjoy the largest measure of benefit 1 Which
systoin would furnish tho surest guarantees of
pure and cconomical admiuistration and the best
facilities for genuine progress? These are

.woighty questions, and they werit the best

thought of our wisest men. lu everything said,

-in overything done by those competent to give

direction to public sentiment, there should be
the most thorough avoidance of anything like
unduo haste or immature action. Festina lente
should be the kuiding principlo of all.

Our leading cartoon represents Ficlding, the

- Liberal leader in Nova Scotia, standing vn the

pavement nutside of & loan office.  In the door-
way, demonstrating his argument in the usual
Jewish fashion, Sir John A. Macdonald may be
seen, backed up by Sir Leonard Tilley. In his

-extended hand Fielding holds a ticket—a pawn

ticket, given 19 years ago on an estate. The

.amount loaned by the cumpany was at that tune

£9,000,000,with interest; amounting to £28,000,-
000 in 1856. The Jaws governing loan companies
allow them to sell or keep all articlos on which
monoey has oeen loaned and interest unpaid 12
months after the entry of the article. Fielding
comes with the redemption pledge to recover the
esatate of Nova Scotia, **put up' in the loan oflice
19 years ago; but is refused, on the ground that
tho company are now lawful owners of the prop-
erty, the interest haviog amounted to far more
than the principsl. Fielding murmurs againat
the seeming injustice, and walks away, to return
and take by force if not amicably aettled in the
meantime,

The only method available for robbing the
Canadian fisheriea with safety is the one pictured

in this issue. We hope that the Gloucester fish-
ers, to whom this is dedicated, will send us their

. sincere thanks.

Tho recent sppointnent of Boies DeVeber,

. Mayor of St. Joho, to the oftice ¢f County Treas-
‘urer, calls to our mind the poem relating the

adventure of ** Lochinvar” in stesling the bride,
who w-3 about to be married to hisrival that
samie evening. Geo. H. Martin, who is repre-
sented as a little boy calling out to DeV. to stop
till he hands up his saddle bag, is an addition to
the “‘Lochinvsar” elopement, which we hope you
will excuse. Tho irate bridegroom, who brand-
ishes his club, is unheeded by the young gallant,
and the “*would-be muayors” are much excited.
This clopement took place from the City Hall
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