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men ougblt always to pray and not to faint. 'l'le pure suppli-
ant is importunate. Like Jacob, lie xvrestlcs wvitb the angel, if
need be, until the da'.vning of the day ; or likze the Svî ophoei-
necian w'omian, lie rencevs bis entreaties in the face of seeming,
rebuff, and, fromn an apparent refusai, draw%%s a plea whicli in the
end prevails. No mere sluggard's formialism, therefore, wvill
suffice. That is flot praver ; that is but the lbusk appearance ;
the true suppliant wvi1l continue instant in pra.Ný,r ;and, wbcen lie
is over, the exhaustion of lus spirit wvill convinice imii that hie
lias been laborincg indeed.

Believe me," said Coleridge to bis nepbiew juist before bis
death, To prax' withi ail youir beart and strength, wvith the
reason and the wvill, to believe vividly that Goci wvill listeii to,
v'our voice through Christ, and verily do the thing that pleaseth
bim, at last,-this is the Iast, the greatest achievemnent of the
Cbristian's wvarfare on carth, teaci its Io praj', Lord!"

But, no one can long persist witbi sucbi prayer without faitb
and so, at tbis point, tbe Saviour's qualif% i;g word '', Bclievingy
ve shall receive," is appropriate. The earnest petitioner knows
that lie is not beating the air. Hi-s faitb is not in bis praver
but in bis God ; and tbe strotigcer that faith is, tbe more carnest
will be bis importunity. Even tbougbi lie knew that tie bless-
ing 'vas fortbicoming, nay, just because lie knows it is coming, lie
wvill, like Elijahi on iMounit Carmel, go again and again, until iii
the little cloud lie secs the begi'îingi of the answcr.

But more important tlian any of tlese conditions in tbe char-
acter of the suppliant is tbat laid down by Jesus, wvhen lie says,

«If ye abide in nie and my wvords abide iii you, ye shahl ask
wlîat ye wilI and it shall be donc unto y'ou. " The marn who is
abidingy in Chirist lias his cyes purified so tlîat hie clcarly per-
ceives wvhat thiiîgs lie ougbit to ask, wbile at the same time bie
is in that state of reccptivity wbich renders the granting of his
pravers a blessing to him, and not a curse. Men nced, there-
fore, to be in a highi condition of Holiness before tbey can bave
fulfilled to, them, "(Ye shall ask -%\vhat ye vill and it shali 'be
donc unto vou." Tbcv must not take the first part ot that


