Dominion Dental Journal

EDITOR:

W. GEORGE BEERS, L.D.S., D.D.S. - . - - MONTREAL, Que.
699 SHERNROOKE ST., Con. PARK AvE,
To whom all Editorial Matter, Exchanges, Books for Reviews, etc., must be addressed.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS |

a. S. Martin, D.D.S., L.D.S., R. E. Sparks, '.D., D.D.S., L.D.S.,
TORONTO JUNCTION, ONT. KinGsTON, OnY.
Carl E. Klotz, L.D.S., A. H. Beers, [1.D., C.I. (McGity), D.D,S., L.D.S,,
ST. CATHARINES, ONT. MONTREAL, QuUEC.

CDITOR OF ORAL SURGCRY DEPARATMENT:
@. Lenox Curtis, M.D.,
T WesT 5B’ru S’m:cf New YoRxk Civy,

All Communications relating to the Business Departm=nt of ho Journal must be addressed to
DOMINION DENTAL JOURNAL, 77 Grosvenor Strect Torunto, Cunauu

Vor. XI. T ORO\"lO DI"CE\[BER 1899 No. 12

THE PAUPERIZATION OF PATIENTS.

There is a coincident recoil all over the world of medical prac-
tice with reference to the abuse of hospitals. Hospital doors have
become wider than church doors, and gross injustice is done the
younger generations of medical men by the latitude extended to
the increasing middle class of patients who have no claim in reason
to sponge upon these institutions. The philanthropy of subscribers
and medical attendants is so shamelessly imposed upon, that it has
become absolutely necessary to return to the original design of
providing such charities exclusively for the deserving poor. Of
course we all understand that this may very justly embrace patients
whom poverty has shadowed for the time being, and that even out-
door claims in these cxceptional cases may demand the fullest
assistance. That is not in question. It is notorious that there are
well-to-do people mean enough to pass the door of the family
physician, whom they are well able to pay, and while insulted with
a suggestion of accepting the charity of a house of refuge, are not
the least ashamied to enter the charity portals of an hospital. The
- result has been that an already over-crowded profession finds
practice unjustly cut. The saying that the curate of the church
was frequently the best educated pauper in the parish, is more likely
to be applied to the struggling physician, whose education and
equipment cost ten-fold that of the parson, and who has no
exaggerated faith in the compensations of the next world, with
which wealthy bishops may console the impecunious curate. Ina
recent editorial, the Dominion Medical Montlly handles this abuse
in Canada without gloves, and echoes the complaint of most of
its contemporaries not only in Canada, but in Great Britain and the
United States. We imagine there are comfortably provided



