1875.

THE CANADA FARMER. '

A Minnesotian in Defence of Canada.

In the April number of the Caxapa Farver, we men-
tioned that the Mark Lane Express of the recent date had
contained a letter written by Mr. William Carr from the
Baormudas, in which lotter, to usean expressive vulgarism,
Canada and Canadian farming caught *fits,” and the
Bermuda Islands wero cracked up as a sort of Elysium in
which only the most seleet class of angels would be good
enough to dwell.

We do not supposo that any native of Canada, or any
one who has lived here a few years, cares & great deal how
much or how unjustly we get abused—for we are tolerably
usod to it by this time. Neither do we apprehend that
our country will receive much injury by misrepresentation
of oven tho grossest kind ; for wmisrepresentation will call
forth correction, and if it should be made to appear that
Canada is a bad place for young Englishwen, with more
money than brains, and for ¢* fast army captains” with less
brains than mouey, it will speedily be shewn that, afterall,
our country has many good points aleng with some bad
ones.

Against the small number of well-to-do ignoramuses
who have come here and failed, we can set the large
number of poor men who have come here and succeeded
—and every township will furnish instances of them.

“Ah,” say the anti-Canada men, ‘‘but see how hard
they had to work I” To which we reply by asking :—*¢ Are
they or is the world any worse for that? And would they
willingly go back to their old condition ¥ The answer
would bo a vigorons “No,” except from a few chronic
grumblers who will be dissatisfied in Paradise—if they
get there.

As might be expected, the letter of Mr. Carr has called
forth a defender ; a forwmer resident of Canada, but now of
Minneapolis, and named G. IF. Bolton. He writes tu
the Express setting forth the caso for and against Canada
in very fair light, concealing neither the advantages nor
drawbacks. We will make a few extracts from his letter.
Ho states first, that he has been a farmer in Canada in a
small way, and knows something of the hardships of the
cmigrant’s life.

*1f Mr. Carr, he says, had gone through Oatarin in the
suimmer season, ho wonld havefound in the large, substan-
tial farm homesteads and i the well-talled farms prevahing
there, abundant prime fucie evidence of the suceess o1
farming in Canada.” = * ‘1 the instance of falure
geen by Mr. Corr were general, his letter would be very
discouraging indeed ; Lat the instances of suceess are
plentiful where men, coming to Canada ten or tifteen years
ago very poor men, are now the owners of good homesteads,
good cleared farms, contented men, and loyal subjects;
who, had they remained in England, would in all proba-
bility have been to-day labourers, protesting auninst their
tyrant masters, admrers of Mr. Arch, and discontented
and half-rebellious members of some labowmers’ wmon
loague.”

Mr, Bolton then points out, as we did, that the instances
given by Mr. Carr, cannot be taken ns charactenistic of

“anadian farming, and then, properly enough, gocs on to
caution intending emigrants against being binssed either
by the darkly-shaded pictures of such as Mr. Carr, or the
rose-cclored paintings of the emigration agent.  The
differences between old country and Canadian farming are
touched upon, including the fact that hirers of labor hiere
are much more exacting than are English farmers.

1 quite agree with Mr, Carr that farming i Canada,
as compared with farming in Ingland, is a poor business;
but then the English farmer is a capitalist, and generaily
has more money invested in his rented farm than woull
buy a farm of equal size 1n Canada, land, stock, aund crops,
all' put together; but, then, I take 1t, the favmer who s
doing well in England in his business is_not the man who
would scek to do better in the rough semi-civilized ¥fe of a
colony. Emigration is for the man who caw't do well at
home, and for thosc restless spirits, who are salways
fancying they could do better, and deserve to do hetter,
than they are doing.  Take, forinstance, the discontented
English ngricultur:ﬁ laborer, who is a thorough heliever in
Iabourers” unions. Al his leaders have toll him *that
he is & poor peasant, socially and politically 1znored,
trodden down and nnder by tyraut farmers and aristocra.
tical gamo-preserving landlord.”  Let Zim come to Canada
or the States. England will thus have lost a dissatisfied

and half rebellious subject she does not wang and can |

afford to do without, and Canada wail have gained, 1t may
be, a useful labourer; for expericuce gained on this
sido the Atlantic does sometimes make wise those who
havo been very foolish.  Here he will find a wide ficld and
10 favour, and abundant scopo for his energies.  Xere he
will speedily gravitate to his natural lovel s for here he
will bo regarded just in proportion to hisability to abstain

from beer-drinking, and to work—and worlt he must or
starve,” " *  ““Ifthe English farmer is well off, that is,
¢an keep ont of debt, give lus family a good education, and
his sons a fair start in'life, with the reasonable prospeet of
their being as well off as himself, ho will of course, remain
where he 1s, content to do thus well, nor seek to better his
or their condition by emigration, for the Canadian farmer,
though he owns his farm, and follows his own plough,
cannot hope to do more.”

Mr. Dolton’s letter is, as we said before, unbiassed
either for or against Canada, Nocase in reality was made
out against us by Mr. Carr's Ietter, which, in fact, was a
stronger argument against certain classes emigrating at all,
rather than against their emigrating to Canada; and Mr.
Bolton's letter is of the same general tenor, thoug 1y worded
in a (hifferent and less prejudiced spint,

Before leaving the subject we may mention that Mr.
Carr hns diod since his letter was written. We do not
know whether he fell avictun to the deadly climato of the
country which he considered so far preferable to Canada,
but if ke did, he only did what many have done before him.

Whackett's Needle Pole-Axe.

The followinz description of a pole-axe for slaughtering
eattle, 1¢cently patented in England, is from the Farmer-

The first impression which str.lkes any one 1s that it is
nothing more than an ordinary iron hammer, having two
facos mounted on a shaft, to which itis secured by iron
straps and rivets,  On closer inspection the hanumer head
is found to be bored through longitudinally, that is, from
ono face to the other, and within the cylinder thus formed
is placed a steel punch, the end being drilled out, so as to
present a cireular cutting edge about 4 inch in diameter,
The punchis about 23 inches longer than the hammer
portion, and is mounted at the upper end by a flat cireular
cap about the sizo of half-a.crown, and this is desigued to
receive the blow.  To put the punch in place a portion of
one end of the hammer or upper face, which is nothing
more than a box or ferule, is removed by unscrewing ; the
punchas then passed downwards with a spiral spring of
wire unler its head. The ferule is then replaced by serew.
ing it down, and we find that by means of the spring the
head of the punch stands above the hammner head about 23
inches, aud the cutting end 1s flush wath tho lower face.
It i3 then ready for use,

The ox to be felled 1s then brought to the stakein the
usual manner, and the operator takes the needle-pole axe
in his left hand, and puts the lower faco over that part of
the skull where the blow would be most fatal.  All things
being steady, the head of the punch s struek by a wooden
mallet, wielded by the rnight hand, and the ammal drops
perfectly insensible, and to all intents and purposes dead.
AAn examination after death shews the frontal bones per-
forated as clean asif the holes had been drlled by the
sharpest toul, and the brainis so disorgamzed that sensa-
tion or pain is impossible.  The blow required is by no
means heavy or vielent, for the cutting edge of the punch
or needle dispenses with much of the force required forthe
old pole-axe ; and besides this it may be noticed that false
blows are alnost impossible, for a man holding the instru.
ment with one hand may strike with greater ease and pre-
cisfon with the other than i3 possible with the old axe,
having two hauds and a swang blow, when almost always
the creattie will move in alamm, and so {rustrate inten-

ions. Dy means of the needle-pole axe, less oxertion and
bustle is required, and prominent in all the trials which
have been mnade under our observation, is the fact that
so httle skull suflices to destroy the stoutest ox. The
ammals arve led to the stake, and before half the trouble
expended 1 ordinary cases can be observed, they lie on the
floor an manunate form beyond all sense of pamn and suf-
fering.

Tur Acntcerrerat Houpixgs Biit, now before the
Imperial Parhament, (we weren error in stating in our
last issue that tho Wil had become law, though it probably
i3 past by this time) has for its object the compensation of
cjected tennants for unexhausted umprovements. A curi-
vus puint ariscs as to the duration of the beneticial effects
uf bones when apphied to the soil in a broken condition.
A correspondent of the North British Agriculturist has sent
to that journal, & sample of bones collected from land to
which they were apphied ferty yearsago! In those days,
the manufacture of bones into dust was very imperfectly

.

carried out, and one-third of the mass would probably be
from ono inch to two inches .n length. The editor states
that tho bones were in a wonderful state of precervation
when reeeived.

It 13 ¥or 1N ENcrixp arost that the condition of the
agricultural masses is a bad one, though we, in common
with tite remainder of the pre s of this continent, use the
state of the English Iaborer to pomt the moral when we
wish to contrast the conlition of the Old World serfs with
that of our own producing cla-3.  In Sile.a, according to
the report of a gentleman lately travcling there, the
taborer's condition is anythung but cheerful.  Tho peasant's
cow is very badly off, but lus wife 15 nola wint better.
For months cevery year the men have to seck workin
mines, and during that ttme the women doall the work
that has to be doune on thea tiny farms or on the farns of
employers.  More women than men work on the fields ;
and the woinen are to be scon ** dragging barrows, digging
up potato ground, leading and emptying manure carts,
working as bricklayers’ assistants, wheeling clay from clay
pits in brick kilns, actmng as blacksmiths' mates at the
smithy., Meat is a luxury enjoyed by sume once aweek ;
by more two or three tumes a year. Dread is eaten in
small quantitics.” ‘The potato 1s the chuef article of dict,
and milk is not dear; but egis are rarely eaten. The
circumstances of the peasantry scem to attract hittle or no
public attention, m which respect ther Lnghsh hiethren
have certainly had the pull of them, latdly.

Tue Qcesriox or Tne INrFLvevct or Terzstson the
hydrology of a rezion i3 une tiat has heen warmly dis-
cussed. Some men of s .ence, Decyuerel for example, hold
that forests increase the amount of water received by the
y0il; while others, Marsial Valiant amonyg them, Jassers
that forests diminish the quantity. Seme savans, suchas
M. Mathicen, Subdirector of the Nancy Schou! of Forestry,
nave endeavoured, by way of expernnent, o get together
ach facts as might, if they did not set the guestion at
rest, at least clenr up some punts and supply a portion of
the experimental data needed for a full explanation at
some future time. M. Matlica undertovk to *¢ determino
the amount of rainwater roceived by the swls of two
neighbowing districts, one of them covered with timber
and the other arable land; aad tv tind out whether, m
consequence of the covelng of tices wateh mtercepts the
rain-water, the suil of the wendlinld is as abundantly
watered as that of the opan.” Ils concluswn i, that
timbered soils receive as mudly, and tore, ram-wator, than
the open country. Whatever conclusion the seientists
arrive at with respect to the quantity i ramiallin wooded
countries and thoae destitute vi tunber, 1t is a well settled
fact that the presence of tuabus renders tie distribution of
the rainfall more cqual, and that 1t tends to preveat the
occurrence of such dusastrous tresicts as Luuse ioom waaen
France has Iately suffered.

AFTER WE 1IAD PUT ON PaPLi our idens about over
working, we observed that Prof. Welch, agricultural
editor of the Chieago ZT'mes, is somewhat of the same
manner of thinking., Alluding to the fact tiat, this year,
in consequence of the inclement syring, farm operations
are unduly crowding cach other, he says: Unfortunately
ncither horses nor men axe in the best condition to worl.
Hot weather came on so suddenly that o feebleness in the
system was prodnced.  Farmers wihale looking out for the
condition of their erops, must uot be neglutiul of the
health of themselves, their hands, and their tearnss. The
iajury produced from working in the Lot sun is every year
very great.  Cases of sunstiolie are more awd more
numerous every season, Almost every farsung neighior-
ool contains persons of Lroken dowa health who owa
their sufferings to over-work in the hay and grain ficlds in
July and August, Itis said th~t no penple in the world
“toil in the heat of the day” to the same extent that
Americaus do.  The cascs of inji ry from tho ctiects of
heat are reported to be greater taan in countries where
the heat is much more oppressive.  In India and most of
the countrics in southiern Euvope, field laburis generally
suspended for about three hours during thie middle of the
day in smnmer.  The people take thewr dinner and their
sleep orrest.  As it begins to grow corler they go to tho
field invigorated, and work the ramaader of the altcinoon
with redoubled cuergy.




