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Sheop Clotting Their Wool.

tTo the Editor ¢f the CaxADA FARMER.)

Sir,—Can yon givo the curo of sheep clotting their
wool, and tho cause and prevention of 1t It isa very
comnren eecurrenve and decreases the price of wool.

Walfe Island, Ont ' e

The trahle aamrluns] of 1a the effeet of diseaso or
vezle t or had management in xomo shayy  proball» «of
overfee ling and starvation alternately.  No animal stands
that Lind of treatment so badly as daes the sheep  Neg-
loct shnws stself at once in its effect upon the flecce, render-
ing it wneven in quality  Tx-ewively nutritive food
oxzites the wool producing organs and enlarges tho fibre ;
insuflicient food contracts these organs, and a amaller fibre
and a disarganized stato of the constitution is produced

™ 7ot thieis ¢ rem ve the cause  Kegg
Lhs chuey pos ity wienly.  Let tuun have access at als
timea to sait. They will take very httlo if they ecan
always get at, but will make hogs of thomselves if salt be
=% et irt reals A Little floacrs of sul
Ubserve Jdoanhiness in ther
manacement, keep tho amimals dry, especially under foot.
and fet thom he well sheltered

- - -

e 4

SRR}
ol S

p}nul’ “ -.m:.; ‘uu Lt.huﬂn.hlx.

[

A TL ccugu-wied Buil for Thoroagh-bred Heufurs.

s s JC e Larapa Farxen,)

4. 1 ko

Sie — AHow me ta ask vanr advice as to mvy manage :

q\v'
me tram one of onr leading breeders. 1 am verv desirous {
that thev enoulil be sereed by a pure bred hull next season |
and an there 18 notinng of the kind 1n tins county, 1 cant

ment of a narr af Shart-harn herfers lately porchased

think of po other plan than to ship them to same stock

breeder whn his a good bull, as 1 eannnt afford to buy ane
1uen there 13 the expense and rirk of shipping-
and do vou tiunk 1t wounld pav® 1am myself in favor oft

for mvseif.

brecding to the best bull i the country, costly as it may

be, but mv iriends and nerghbors do not think 1 would be
n«o, and advise me to breed to thet
I am but a novice in stock!

warranted 1 suen ex
best 1in the nerghborhood
breoding, and will be guided by your advice, which if you
will kindly give in next 1ssue, you will much oblige,
CONSTANT READER.

The use of a tuvtvagu-bred Short-horn bull for the im-
provewsent of cven the common or *‘scrub” stock of the
coantt,
farn s o wtuane  The ancressed quantity and finer quality
of the beet thus produced, apart altogether from the
almttad'y improved milking qualities of the offspring of
#1711 s v Y e Ve Laeatt moene of the most important
tiat can jussibly engage the attention of the agniculturist;
and s an uuusivni of thurvugh-bred blood nto the common
stuck of the cuuntry produces sech admirable effects, how
very important it 18 that stock already pure blooded
shoull e slll furthu unprovel.  The offspring  of
4 Peasgiced and propuny registered sire and dam wili
always command pnces which a grade, however shght
the impure cresg may be, can never hopo to reach,
how e Ty full bied o symmctraal the
buil may bt wauh var currespondent proposes to use, the
offspring will rank as grades, and be valued accordingly.
Another important consideration is, to what extent the
wot L eahia Lullinay lulluciee the suwealing prugeny—
& qaestavn wo hase not at present time to discuss.

We have no heaitation whatever in giving advice on this
point.  Let rur rorrespondent weigh the matter carefully,
and ke wilbicvid mue wolivinwd than ever of the folly
of putting thurvugh-Ured heifers to other than a thorough.
bred bull, and that the very best brod thorough-bred he
can obtain
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“Can't Afford it.”

There is not a farmer i Canada who has had tho oppor- |

tunuty of visiting the cattlo sheds at our Provincial or
Central Exhibitions, or who has attended the various sales
of thoroughbred stock that have taken place within the
past few years, but must feel fully convinced that the

imy
Tiost wupuiianl yuestns that can possibly engage lus
attenuon.  Many farmers, however, who admut the desir-
ability of impraving their stock, fail to take action in the

mattes rnfhe 1Y plea of “ Can't afford it Speak to

such a farmer about the desirahility of breeding dmﬂ]
horeos,” saye The Weslern Rural, *‘and ho will tell yon'
that Mr. Murmy paid &5,000 for the stallion ])on:ddz
Dinnio ; mention the demand for good driving herses and

you will bo told that the trotting slallion Smuggler eold
for $40,000; su t tho improvement that a well-bred
bull would effect in the herd, and the sale of the 24, Duke
of Hilhurst at §14.000, or of the famous $10,000 will be
recalled ; refer to tho good qualities of certain breeds of
sheep or swmo and it will bo mud that common fariners!
cannot afford to pay $100 or £1,000 for & ram or boar. |

comio 1n cumtact wati. Tt the wiele practice, sags the
currespondent, 18 unuce~-ary, and the only way he recom-
mends ** horning* cattie 1s by croasing the cows with an
Angusbull.  The gr alact will sencrally be hornless eattle.
Principal Walley, of the Royal College of Vetennary
Surgeons, of London, also says that the practico of **hern-
g " 18 unnecessary and cruel,  Ho prefers ¢ knobling,”
as ho maw it pra-tisel on the farm of Mr Thyne, near
Longmddry. He de. r'x« the wodus operandi thus :
The knobs used aro large wonden ones (ash, beech, or

With a good deal of force 1t will b reasonod that suchelm), a specimen I forv.anl fur vour mspection, through
prices aro meroly ** fancy,” and that tested by mtnnsic which are drilled two holes ; one farge and conical to fit
value the animals commanding them are not worth nearly | upon the hor, one smali fur tue passago of the nal (a
80 much. . specimen of which 1 also forwandy, which is used to sccure

**But what has this to do with the cate 1n hand® No ono! the knob in its place  The nails aro of wrought iron of
claims that tho average farmer can afford or should bethe nocessary ductility, with Jarge, round, flattened heads

expoctod to pay any auclleé\nces as thoso referred to, and
fortunately thero is no need that he should.  Leaving, for
tho present, tho question whether any animal is worth,
for breeding purposes, ten, twenty or one hundred times
its valuo for tho butcher, it certainly is truo that a well-
bred animal of individual oxcellence is worth, in many
«ases, much moro than its value julpel by the butdier s
standard. It is equally true, that, ol every popular breed,
good specimmens can bo obtauned at prices which an average
farmer, or at loast a clubiof farmers, can well afford to

¥

*"Take cattle as an illastration  Short Horns command
tho highost prices, and .t is wortaw that a farmor cannot
affurd to pay from §1,000 ta §5,000 for a Lull, but he an

‘kind , fur these prices gnod uncs can be

alfurd to pay from $100 to S150 for a guod bull of this
urchased It is
a safc estimate that calv s sired Ly a gund Short Horn ball
arc worth five 1allars each more on an average than calves
sired Ly a scrub tall, so at the prices last named a lull
can be raade to pay for himself in one year € ndd 3 iy
buars of any of the J)o ular breeds can bo o ught at fron,
ten t. twenty five dollars each, nften for loas than twice
their valuo for pork  Su of rams of either fine or cuiabing
wool breeds,

C“When farmiers consider that by the use of will brd
males fur three or fuur gencrations, a ntock can lie reared
nearly equal, far all practical 1lmr wses ta pure bred, and
that good grades of any desirable hreed will naturally pro
lu~e moro meat orother product for a given amount of foad,
and will sell for moro in the apen markets beeause of supe
"rior quality, than will *“common™ or ummproved atock,

themselves, and will not neglect to do so because some
have paid prices higher than they can afford.”

|
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The “Horning " and ** Knobbing" of Cattle.

A controversy 1s going forward in the colamns of the
English agricultural press as to the practico of “hornirg"

horns. QOne sct of contestants say that it does nut hurt
cattle much to saw off their horns—that, in fact, cattle
rather prefer to have them sawn off—and that, anyhor,
1t 18 much more hamano to saw themn off than to let cattle
wear them off by goring cach other.

On the other hand, 1t 1a urge.l that the practica s a most
tmhuman and brutal one, giving the poor ammals the most
texqunte torture. An * Extensive Feeder ™ writes to tne
) Aorth Brinsh Agrculturist that * hormung 18 a very crucl
operation, and he mentions a caso whica came beforoa
court of justice lately. Ho says:—

Tho horns were cut by shears or somo such instrument,
and then immodiately after this painful operatiun, and
with the wounds fresh, the animals were driven along the
road and trucked at a railway station, their sore heads
coming freely in contact with one another, thus adding to
the pain. I have seen animals days after their horns were
cut, on their heads coming in contact with anything,
spring round about, showing the most manifest symptoms
of pain. Generally, whatover is said to the contrary, aged
cattle with strong horns do little good for a month atleast
after the homns are cut; they often sicken to some oxtent,
and although it is yuite true what sume say, that numbers
of them chew the cud and begin to cat shortly after the
operation, they eat very little for at least a week. Some
die altogether, and others swell so much in the head that
they ars unseemly animals as long as they live.

much, were 1t only calves and yearlings that were operated
upon, the animals carcfully thrown and sccured, and a
very sharp, small-teethed saw used, the animals allowed
plenty room in a warm sheltered place, and undisturbed
for at least a fortnight afterwards ; but the fact 1s that

usng such clomsy iastruments as a shears with lung
handles, causing & rough wound, bemides atunning the
animal, and afterwards huddling them together in close
corifined quarters where they cannct but have the sures

they will be prompted to socure these desirable results for |

This correspondent would not object to *“horning ™ 0,

v cattlo of all ages are “‘horned ” in a very cruel manner by \
rooomont JSthe Miestak of the farm us one of the | tying he animals to loaded carts, pillars, &c., and then | Rural sun, gives hus ideas of smproving stuck. Ho says .-

{and flattened pointa. The cost of the knob and nail,
jespecially if obtamed in tulomble guantities, 13 about 14d
yor &k The modus opnrandi 1s as {uilows.—The animal is
caught by a man, who should grasp one horn and the lower
]jaw, fix his back aganst the animal's shoulder, and curve
1thoe head towanls lumeclf, anuvther man sping tho
yopposite horn and aaing tus tenvw,  Mr. Thyno uses a
yrove round 'tho homx L 1 do nut cunmder necessary.
+A lole 18 nuw bured tirvugh the hurn with an ordinar
qamlet.  The point at which the hole should be bored will
jdepend upon the age of the anunal and the length of tho
yhorn.  ln young catuo with shurt vascuiar hurns half an
s inch from the ip 18 sumunt , i ohier ammals, or thoso
s nath funger hurna the, hwies way by burad one ur oven two
, or thrco inchos down thic hurn. A very simple proceduro
, mll deenle the matter, e, tio tappng of the horn with
, tho handle of the gimict, aud nobiany the difference in the
Jsvund, Alier tw holo us Luiwl thic hnob is affixed, the
, nal passed through aud daasd. Taddvecattle, orsixteon,
Jf o better gunlet for tie puipase wero anveated, can be
,oxpcratcd upon 1 an hour wahiwat the infliitivn of the
, shighivest pain, and wathout javiug seotitse to any moro or
jeven as mach restrat as tuat soecantatod by the vpera
ction of humung, If w tiw Intang of the holes tho sensitivo
, structures arc unpiged upon, Ui anunal at vuce ovinees the
 fact by restlessness and struggling, andblood is seen to oazo
from the hule.  In th s cate the punlet shiould be at once
withdrawn, and the hole Luted a Little cluser to the tip.

1 I'mnapal Walley then reads a lecture upon the stracturo
of the horn to Mr Cowie, one of the gentlemen who think

*homing " advisable.

. Is Mr. Cowieaware, he asks, that the vascularstructure

yof the hurn is a conbinuatiun of the truo ekin, the hum

y being, the analogue of the hair and the false skin ; that the
skin is one of the most sensitive structures of the body;
that the slighteat tap on the horn—a fact well known to
the drover- gives rise to acate pain, and a heavy blow
‘nearly stuns; that an animal with a broken horn doces all

m 1ts power to prevent 1ts comng in contact with any

1

1w rrgarlel as one of the best investments a, —thatis un-horning cattle, or depriving them of thc.r;mrd substance, aud if the horn is struck evinces intenso

pain, that a very slight injury to the nail oi the finger or
! toc of man induces unbearable suffering —tho structure of
, the nailand the horn is identieal—that cutting through the
1 scalp 1n order to expose the brain produces pain; and that
yin tho healing of even & suwall wound great surencss and

inflammation are concumitants.
y  The practico of ** horning cattlo” 1s summed up by Mr.
' Walloy as belonging to the same class of operations as the
jcotting of dog’s ears and tals, the cutting out the haw
trum the cyo of the dug, the cutting of cuck’s conubs, the
hetting and over-stucking of cows udders, and the furaiblo
extraction of the foal teeth of the horse ; the same end is
in view in cach case—viz.,, the attainment of an imaginary
benefit or the panderiug to a barbarvas and cruel custum.
In conclusion, he wants to have six cattle **knobbed,’” and
six ‘‘horned,” and then the rapidity of their developmont
compared. .

It was aunvuseed hae o Dill was Lo buantroduced into
Parhament by Messrs. Barelay, Fordyce and McCombie,
to put down *‘horning.” Tho Strathearn Farmers’ Club
decided to oppose the measure. Since then, Mr. Barclay
| has anuouaced that he nova had wiy inteativn to intredace
such a measure, and that ho 1s ot opimion that, in tho cir-
cumstances i which, so far as ho 1s aware, it 1s dono, the
“horning” of cattle is a disagrecablo necessity. It is also
stated that the other members mentioned do not intend
moving in the matter. And that is how the subjoect stands
at presont.
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On Breeding Horses.

An old breeder of Tennezsce, George T. Allman, i the

1 ** 1 bog and urge cach and ail to patronize only pure bred

males, and never a mongrel.  *Blood will tell' 1n every-
 thing, from achicken to a man. If you proposo to breed
“rott«:rs, or mules, you want a dash of blood to give the



