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The *Early Rose” Potato.

To the Editor of Tug Canapa Faryen:

Sin,~Your extract from the Practical Farmer. in
your issuc of November 1st, relating to the « Early
Rose ** potato, reminds me of our sncsess with this
new and valuable seedling.  Wo procured this last
spring. from Messts. B. K. Bliss & Son, of New York
city. onc and one quarter pounds of * Early Rose,”
costing, with postage, $250.  The tubers were cut
as nearly as could be into one eye pieces, and were
planted from cighteen to twenty inches apart, clong-
side and in the same soil as our common garden va
rietics. The pluzis were almost dried up during the
perioC of our unprecedented dvought , but the rains
of August had the effect of renewing their growth,
which continued till the vines were killed by the
frost. Hence no idea could be obtained of their
earliness. or time of ripening.  The potatoes were
taken up September 29th, aond weighed. They yield.
ed one hundred and lwenfyfive pounds (125 1bs.)lo
eack pound planted. We have no doubt the yicld
would have been much larger had the season Leea
an ordinary onec ; but it was cnough to show what
an enormously productive potato the “Early Rose™ ie
Parties who have tried the “ Early Rose ™ this sea-
son report generally of from one to eight bushels from
the pound of seed.

The potatoes were all of good size (few or no
small tubers), many weiglhng one pound and a quar-
ter each. The great yielding qualities of the ** Early
Rose,™ its carly ripening. producing marketable po-
tatoes in eight weeks from planting, his fine table
quality. its good size and shape, having full eyes,
even with the surface of the tuber, and fine appear-
pearance—in these last respects being the best of all
of the fifteen varieties in our cellar—go to produce
a potato of great value.

We also tested, this past season, the principal
Goodrich zeedlings, from see 1 procur d from original
sources, in New York, the results of which are so
extraordinary that we shall send an account for pub-
lication befare nest season  Saffice it tn say here
that the  Early Goodrich.” one of the best, if not
themost valuable of the Goodrich sredlings. produced
at the rate of 300 per cent more than the common
“Reds'—the variety raised in this section for the
main crop—and 200 per cent more than “ Califor-
nias” or * Rocky Mountain* variety, a coarse po-
tato of little value, except frrstock ferding and the
largest sield cultivated here.  All the variciics were
grown on the same soil, and 1ccetved the same cul-
ture in every respect, the object heing to get an idea,
as near as could be, of their comparative values.

J.I.C
L’Orignal, Ont., Nov. 11th, 1868.

i+ Productive Vermont Farm.

Tae Newport (Vt.) Erpress gives the following
account of a farm in Derby. on the north line of the
State of Vermont, near the Canada border :—

Last summer we spoke of the bay crop of Emera
Kingsbury, Esq., of Dcrby, amounting to ncarly
eleven tuns on a little less than vne aud three-fourths
acres. This was cut Jund 24, and consisted of
timothy, red and white clover; the timothy not
headed, and the red clover not all in blossom. Mr.
K. now informs us that his second crop on the same
picce, cut Aug. 3rd, was 6,163 pvunds, o1 a litile
over three tons, mahing the tutal yield from one and
three-fourths acres ten tons, or five and three-fourths
tons to the acre. Mr. Kingsbury has scales sat in bis
barn, and weighs all his crops. as well as his stock
befure and after fattening, and after slaughtening, so
that he is able to tell exactly what he is doing, and
she results of all his operations.

.Woe were so much interested in Mr K.'s account of
Biis bay crop, that we have prevailed on him to give
us some furtber details of lus farnung. Iis farm
consists of 192 acres. 40 of which are in pasturage.

Ilis corn crop was quite ns remarkable as bis hay.
From 162 rods ho has harvested tius fall 251 hushel
baskets of ears, One basket of this corn, when
ghelled, made eighteen quarts,  This would give o
yi.ld of one hundied and forty-two bushels of shelled
corn on two rods more than an_acre of ground. In
reply to our inquiry as to how the land was prepared
for the crop, Mr. Kingsbury stated that last year he
grew oats upon it with a light dressing of maunure;
this year he spread o compost of potato tops, cut
cornstalks and straw (upon which ho yarded his cows
Jast summer), and w hich was thoroughly rotted ; har-
rowed this in, furrowed four feet apart for the rows,
and made the hills a little less than three feet apart
in the row ; into each hill he put o shovelful of muck
on which he had yarded his hogs. Thorough culti-
vation did the rest. The variety he cultivates is
a longeared 12-rowed sort, which he thinks as
carly as the smaller kinds, more productive, and
iiclding a much greater quantity of forage. Hesays

e had by actual weight from tho above field 15,360
pounds of fodder, and that this fodder alone i3 worth
as much as the corn and forage together from the
same breadth of Canada corn. Last year, from one
and onc-cighth acres. he raised 237 bushels of cars,
and over seven tons of fodder.

Mentioning some other large yiclds, Mr. Kingsbury
stated that in 1860 he raised 762 bushels of oats on
ninc acres ; and in 1866, 581 bushels on seven acres
—the first-mentioned erop weighing 35 pounds, and
the last 364 pounds per bushel. Of Jackson white
potatoes, Mr. K. has raised this scason 192 bushels on
77 rods—one potnto weighing 23 pounds.

Mr. Kingsbury uses no artificial fertilizers on his
farm, relying on his muck beds, his composts and his
?\ot:ll\, 1o prodace everything necesaary to enrich bis

and.

While talking over the subject of exact weighing
and measuring, an/ their importance to the farmer,
Mr. Kingsbury alluded to the shrinkage of beef cattle
and hogs in slaughtering, and gave us a few figures
from hLis books (o show that this shrinkage is usually
overrated, espeeially by drovers and dealers.  Four
fat hogs killed by Mr. Kingsbury shrank 12§ per
cent.,, or onc-cighth. Two cows hilled Dec., 1866,
shrank—on 72 per cent. and the other 37 per cent.
A four-year-old heifer killed Dec., 1867, dressed 987
pounds, and shrauk less than 28 per cent. The figures
are worth remembering.

Irrigation of il[eadow Lands,

Tue advantages and practicability of irrigation
are being cunsiderably discussed. The Ulica f[ncrald
gives the following account of the vesults of the plan
practieally carried out:—

“Mr. Emey Allen, of West Turin, Lewis County,
N Yo, who bus o beaatiful farm of some 335 acres
Iying aleng the foo* of a range of hills, bas practised
irrigation upon lis meadows for <ome years, and
with excellent sucecess. e has 100 acres of meadow
n one field, the surface quute level, over a consider-
able portion of wlich the water is carried in the
spring This meado'r lies at the foot of the hills,
and sireams come down and enter it af different
points. In the spring the melting away of the derp
snaws from the Inlls and lands above, furnish a large
amount of watee, which is spread over the meadow,
and all fertthzing matter mingled with the water al-
lowed to settle upon the soil. The meadow is not
naturaily wet, but s dry enough for the plough. The
soil is deep and of remarkable fertility, and by a
judicious system of irrigation. is madoe o yield large
crops of grass.

Quite a number of acres of the irrigated portions
have never been ploughed, the hillocks and unceven
surfaces having been levelled with the spade. Mr.
Alien ¢siimates the crop of grass grown upon the
meadow the present season at 300 tons. We went
vver this meadow and fuund it covered with a luxu-
riant growih of Lictlage, the whole presentivg onc of
the finest picces of grass land that we have recently
seen.

Mr. Allen says his average yield of bay from 120
avies of meadus, for a serics of years, has been, one
year with anotlicr, not less than 250 tous per year.

Last wintur his stock consisted of fifty-seven canal
horses, five work horses, two yoke of catfle, {wenty-
six cows, five two year old heifers, seven yearlings,
and twenty-seven sheep, and ho sold aud drew off
twenty -six tuns of hay, having several tuns left over.

We should have remarked that forty acres of this
meadow have never received a portion of manure,
but have been kept in a high state of ferlility, solely
by irrigation. The water is let on very carly in
spring, and is about thrce weeks in workiog ftself
off. The annual product is about three tons per acre.
The grass here is cut but onco during the season, and
the after-math is fed off in the fall, but neverallowed
to be closely cropped. Mr. Allen thinks he would

get a finer quality of grass by feeding the meadows

in spring, say till about the tweaty-fifth of May. The
grass is mostly timothy, clover and red top, thuush
of courso largly intermixed with native grasses. When
Mr. Allen’s father came into the country and seitled
hero in 1797, the whole conntry hetween Turin and
Kingston, Canada, was & dense forest, in which no
timber had been cut.”

How to Kill Wild Oats.

To the Edilor of Tur Caxava Fanyer:

Sm,—The following plan has been found very

uscful in erndicating wild onts. Plough the stubblo
carly in the fall, and harrow well. Cross plough
carly in the spring, =nd after a few days barrow well.
Abont the latter end of May, plough a third time and
sow with barley.
This mode of cultivation will do much towards ger-
minating and then killing the foul sced. But should
wild oats still appear, there is one more chance.
Barley will ripen in time to harvest when the “oats™
are yet green, so preventing the seed from shaking
off to pollute the land for another year,

Several farmers of my acquaintance have tried
this method and found it good.

ROBERT BROVWN.
Garafraxa, Nov. 18th, 1868,
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Unprofitableness of Hop Farming

Ocr American exchanges are comforting unfor-
tunate hop-growers by tho publication of the follow-
ing paragragh from Mr. Caird's, “English Agricnl-
ture,” in veference {o the culture of the lop in Sus-
srx. England, where from 10,000 to 12,000 acres are
usually occupied by tais erop :—

«This plant requircs the richest soil of the farm,
and receives nearly all the manunre produced, rob-
bing tho corn and root crops of the share which
rightfully belongs to them. The farmer’s attention
is concentrated on his hop garden, and thorest of his
farm receives very little of his regard, and hardly
any of his capital.  The operation of the duty gives
the busincss a gambling character. A favourable
geason, with a large yield of hops, is_ disastrous to
the farmer, as the market value of thearticle falls, while
the duty swells in proportion to the lucky character
of the crop. When the crop is a short one the far-
mer prospers, as the price of the bop rises and the
total amount of the duty falls.  There is thusa con-
stant succession of chances, extraordinary prices
being sometimes realized, which tempt men to fur-
ther adventure and withdraw them from that steady,
persevering induastry, without which agriculture can-
not beprofitably carried on. The uncertainty of prices
and crops, and the peculiar bearing of the duty, are
such that very few of the hop farmers are cnriched
by it, many are ruined, and still more arc kept on
the verge of bankruptey. It is very probable,
therefore, that if the cultivation of hops were to
ceasce, it would in the end be no loss to the Snssex
farmer, as his rickest land would then be released
for the growth of crops of a less hazardous kind, and
the rest of his farm receive a fair share of mapure
and cultivation.”
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Loss in Stacking Hay.

A rarMER of sound jodgment, and large experience
in cutting and storing hay, cstimates his own loss in
stacking at twenty-five per cent.  He cuts probably
a hundred tuns a year, and stachs a fifth part of it fou
want of barn room. He has very properiy made up
his mind to build a new barn.  We think his estimate
is not wide of tho mark. There is a large loss from
moulding at the bottom of the stack, and old rails,
boards, or straw, will not wholly prevent it.  Then
the whole external surface for three to six inches is
weather-beaten, and loses much of its sweetness, and
it is not improbable that this loss of aroma cxtends
through the wholo stack. The conviction s univer-
sal among intelligent men, tuat barn-stored hay is
worth much more than that which is taken from the
stack. Wby tlen follow this wasteful practice?
T.ook at the great loss to this farmer who cuisone
tundred tous of hay,worth $2,000. According to his
owWn esti.. ote, he pays $100 a year for tho privilego
of stacking onc-fifth u. 1 «s crop.  This is but a small
i)art. of the logs whero the lay is fed out at the stack.

t costs at least & third more hay to keep cattle with-
out shelter. These aro strong arguments for more

bara-room.—Amgrican Agricullurist.



