
Tihc Eveizing Grosbeak i> the East 4:

THE EVENING GROSBEAK IN THIE EAST.

The past wminter lias been a neinorable one for Our
bird-loyers tliroughi the presence in large numbers of th-at
rare visitant, the Evenig Grosbeak (Ilcsp)cr-iphoci
Vospein-?a). This beautiful bird wvith its strikingly
variegcated costume of yellow, white, brown and black,
attracted *much attention in our streets. Coniparatively
few had ever secti or hecard of sueli ; bird. Onie listening
to thue commeuint-, fin1 a group wzatchxngl« CI floek feeding,
ini the trees on the street, wvoufl hear references to, 4ewiId
canaries,' "winter goldfinees.- ' ''ellow robins,'' etc.

Like ils relative, the Crossbill. the Bveingi Grosheali
is som.ewhat erratie lu ils inovemnents. Nestinfr lu the
far N'orthwvest, it iiswally nigrates lu Autimn to the
plaiins of Manitoba, S;aski-itchcwan.ii Alberta a.nd of the
states imnmeiately to the south. Occaisionally, howe.ver.
it continue-- its -%vayi far dlown mbt the %vestern Mississippi
Valleye and at ilifrequent intervals extendls its range as
far east as the provinice of Quebee and the N-'orthi Atintie
States.

The lirst great recorded migration into the e,-ast o.ecur-
redl in thxe w~inter of I $89-90. 1 remember comiting at
Ieast forty on a hitterly cold winter Inorning, twittering
contentedly iii the trees just Ili front of the McGili Arts'
Buiildingoi. Sizuce that dlate. 1 kinw cof no re-cordl of ils.
appearance here, altlioughi Dionne reports it; in numnbers
at Quebec iii the w~inter of 190:34. It lias been occasion-
ally seen in Ottaw'a at Guelplh, Parrýy Sonand at
other points iu W\esterni Ontario. There wvas a visitation
-of the easteri' states in 1910.11.

This year the Evening Groshealis appeared in nurix-
bers towards the end of Fehlruariiy and were reported
front tinte to tinie in alxuost ever-y part of thie city and its
suburbs. Tluey ivere scen iu St. Lailert, Ste. Anne de
]3elevue, Morin Heigflits, Ste. Agathe, Gra-,icldiMere, and
douhtless at xnany other points in the. province. They
reinamned hiere for nearly two uxonths. being observed on
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