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Close of Volume iV.

The-ceaseh·ss march of time has brought us near
the end of:another year and the close of the fourth
volume of the ReviEw. At this period of the year,
when another of old Father Time's numerouls pro-
geny is nearing the hour of hisdissolution.and the
birth of a new year is eagerly.antieipated. it is both
custonary and profitable to take a retrospective
view of the past, and mnake fresh resolves and cal-
culations for the future. As we ,seldoïn trouble
Our readers *ith matters pertaining to this jour-
nal, we trust in availing ourselves of the privilege
conferred by well established usage we shall not
either violate good taste, or trespass on the pati-
ence of our readers.

When, four years ago, we coimenced the p.bli-
cation of the REv.Ew, ,the country was suffering
fromn depression in ntarly all branches of trade,
and the poultry business was at a very low ebb.
Local jealousies were rifefand fanciers were very
little actuated by that fraternal feeling now so hap-
pilyre-vailing. The principal aim of the mana-
gers,ôf the poultr journalsthem existing seumed
to bu the personaliadvatã e-f their proprietors,
and- they -were, çonsequéntly ,without the hearty-
support :which alone could insire their success.
Believing that suécesswhould certainly attend the
publication of a poultry journal, if conducted with
the ihtention.of honestly',.and faitlifully laboring
for the good òf.tbe fancy. and..with the will and
the power to perseveie till this fact-should be
placcd beyond question, we-determined to make
the experiment. The'hearty support we.received
fron the very first, soon.made it appareint that the
task would be casier than wc cpéctéd. Vow,
after four years' trial, we find our most sanguine
anticipations more -thaù realizud" With one ex-
cep.tiqn, al thie Canadian poultry journajs, which
weré xi'iälied ~fôur yýars Ago, or have siicc
been started, have ceasaè to exist. 'We have al-
ways avoided any controversy with our contempo-
raries, leaving the poultry fraternity to be the ar-
biters between us, and never in any way interfered
with thein, exceptwhen we judged it necessary in
the interest of our patrons to expose their state-
nents or mòde of dbing business. Wheh wh àd

good reason to believe that thuy were.in danger of
beconiing the victims of fraud or deception, we ai-
vays fcarlessly sounded the ihoiteof warning.

TIa'hicontrast betwcen the pät -and thc lii t
is àlikè gratifying and enèoujagiiig. 'Zdi' làve
well organized socicties, judiciously and cuergeti-
cally mnnaged, paying their premiums in fuhl, and
working in harmonY with cach other. Local jea-
lousies, which in past years.ivere so annoying and

.baneful in their influence, are dead or nearly 8o,
anùd kindness and good feeling arc almost univer-

sal. The poultry busi.ness is now more thàn ever
aQ important branch of industry, and one of the
mòst distinctive elements in our national prosþer.
ity. We cannot claim that all this has been ac-
complishedý by 'the REviEw, but we can, without
egotisn, claim that this journal lias been largely
instrumental in producing these results, and we
therefore feel:no small degrce of satisfaction in Ire-
viewinig the fruits of our labors, aided as they have
been by the hearty co-operation of fanciers gener.
ally. In saying so muchi, we would certainly -be
guilty of a culpable omission did we not acknow-
ledge our deep obligations to our contributors, and
the extent to which we,are indebted for our success
to their valuable assistance. We are sure wu are
expressing the universal sentiient ofall our readers
as well'as our own, w.hen we tender them, one and
all, this expression of gratitude and-cordial appre-
ciation.

We cannot overlook the fact that the success we
have achieved inercases our responsibility. Witb
a senseof our obligations, and a remnembrance of
promises mpade, in; the past, we have resolved to
make great improvement in the REv1iw during the
comiug yar. l'his inprovement will not consist
in any change iii the inechahical get-up of our
jouinal, as tlis vould involve the seiiousîexpense
of entirely new plant, and thie present form we
believe tô be quite Satisfactory to our patrons. We
purpose adding largely to our staff of contributors,
and when necessary adding extra pages., The il-
lustrati.ons will also receive a great deal of care of
selection. But ln order that these and other con-
templated improvementsniay'be carried out, it is
necessary that arrears due for subscription and ad-
vertising should bu û paid up." Now at the close
of the year many accounts have to be settled, and
we hope all indebted to us will remit at once, and
so wipe ont old scores, comiehce the year *ith a
clean sheet ; and resolve to keep it so. To those
-who have been prompt in their payments we return
our gratefül ack'nowledgments.

We would ask our friendà to assist us in extend-
ing. our circulation. A little exertion on the part
of each one, would, in the aggrcgate, make-a great
increase in our list of subscribers, and this result
would bu beneficial, not to ourselves only, but -to
fanciers generally.

Finally, we. feel like taking courage, and going
on with rncewed vigor into the work of another
year. Ere.another issue of the REviEw another fes-
tive season shall have come and gone forever. May
all our readers find in its pleasant associations, its
chcêring.reñminiscences and innocent -cnjoyments,
food for thougit as well as pleasure, and nay a
MEnn-CisRrSTxAsand a jaPy NEw YEAR, not only
furnisi relaxation, and recreation, but also a butter
prcparàtion for the untried future's labors and re-
sponsibilities.
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