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RESTORATION OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THINGS.
No. VII . '
ON THE BREAKING OF BREAD~No. 1L

Tug aposties were commissivned by the Lord to teach the disciples
loobserve all things he had commanded them. Now we believe them
w have been fuithtul (o their masier, and consequently he gave them to
hnow his will.  Whatever the disciples practised in their meetings with
the approbation of 1he aposlles, is equivalent to an apostolic command to
usto do the same. T'osuppose the contrary, is to make the half of the
New ‘Testament of non-eflect.  For it does not aliogether consist of
cunmands, but of approved precedents. Apostolic example is justly
eseemed of equal authority with an apostobe precept. Hence, say the-
Beptists, shew us where Paul or any apostle sprinkled an infant, and we
will not ask you for a command to go and do likewise. It 1s no deroga~
+ton from the authority for observing the first day of the week, to admit
lihat chiristians are no where in this volume commanded to obsetve it.
:Weare told that the disciples, with the countenance and presence of the

spostles, met for worship on this day.  And so long as we believe they

were honest men, «nd taught all that was commanded them, so long we
must admit that the Lord commaunded 1t to be so done. For if they al-
lowed, and by their presence authorized, the disciples to meet religiously
on the first day, withoutany authority from their King, there is no con-
fidence to be placed in them in other matters. Then it follows that they

Lastituted a sy stem of will-worslup, and made themselveslords instead of
gwrvams. But the thought is nadmissible, consequently the order of

sorship they gave the churches was given them by their Lord, and their
gexample is of the same force with a broad precept.

Bat we come directly tu the ordinance of bresking bread, and to open
e New Testameut on this subject, we see (Malt. xxvi, 26,) that the
Lord instituted bread and winc oun a certain occasion, as emblematic of
his body and of his blood, and as such, commanded his disciples to eat
and drink them.  This was done without any injunction as to the time
when, or the place where, this was to be afterwards observed. Thus-ther
four gospels, or the wrnitings of Matthew, Mark, and John leave it. At
this time the apostles were not fully instructed in the laws of his kinge
dom ; and so they continued il he ascended up to his Father and sent
them the Holy Spisit.  Afier Peatecost, and the accession gained that
¥y, the apostles proceed to organize a congregation of disciples, endto
tthem in the order which the Lord had commanded and faught them
v his Spirit.  The histurian tells minuiely that after they had baptized
@ind received into their society three thousand souls, they continued
@steadfastly in a certain order of worship and edification. Now thiscons
regation was intended to be a model, and did actually become such. to
udea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth. The question
Hhen is, What order of worship and of edification did the apostles give
g the first congregation they organized? This must be learned from.
ghe narrative of the historian who records whatthey did. We shail now
§+ar his testimony, (Actsu. 41,) * Then they who had gladly received.
¥ word were bapiized, and about three thousand were that day added:
g them : and they continued steadfastly in tho apostles’ doctring;.asd in-




