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RESTORATION oF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THINGS.
No. VII

ON TIIE BREAKING OF BREAD-No. Il.
TuE apostIes nere cummissioned by the Lord to teach the disciplea

to observe all things he had comnanded them. Now we believe them
o have been faith ul to their master, and consequently he gave them to
Lnunl his iwill. Whatever the disciples practised in their meetings with
ihe approbation of the aposiles, is equivalent to an apostolic command to
us to do tho same. To suppose the contrary, is to make the ialf of the
Neni Testament of non-eflct. For it does not altogether consist of
canimands, but of approied precedents. Apostolhc example is justly
esteemed of equal authority %% uit an apostoic precept. Hence, say the
Baptists, shew us % here Paul or any apostle sprinkled an infant, and we,
will not ask you for a command to go and do hkewise. It is no deroga-
tion fron the authority for observing the first day of the week, to admit
,iatchristians are no where in this volume commanded to observe it.
We are told tlat the disciples, % ith the countenance and presence of thE
apostles, met fur n orsiîp on this day. And so long ns we believethey
oere honest men, and taught all that w as commanded them, so long wu
must admit that the Lord commanded it to be so done. For if they ai-
lowcd, and by their presence autlhonzed, the disciples to meet religiously
on the first day, n ithout any authorty fron their Kng, there is no con-
fidence to be p!aced in them in other matters. Then it follows that they
Dstituted a s% steni of inili-,worsiip, and made themselveslords instead ofIservants. But the thouglit is inadmissible, ronsequently the order of
norship they gaie the churches vas given them by their Lord, and their
example is of the same force . ith a broad precept.

But we cone directlv tu the ordnance of breaking bread, and to open
'he New Testane.ît on this subject, we see (Matt. xxvi. 26,) that the
Lord instituted bread and wvine on a certain occasion, as emblematie of
his body and of his blood, and as such, commanded his disciples to eat
and drink them. This w as done without any injunction as to the time
when, or the place where, this was to be afterwardsobserved. Thusthe
four gospels, or the writings of Matthew, Mark, and John leave it. At
this unie the apos.t1es were not fully instructed in the laws of his king-.
dom ; and so they coninued ilil he ascended up ta bis Futher and sent
îhem the Holy Spiit. After Pentecost, and the accession gained that
1ay, the a postles proceed ta organize a congregation of disciples, and to
set them in the order which the Lord had commanded and taught them
hy his Spirit. The historian tells minuteiy that after they had baptized
and reccived into their society three thousand souls, they continued
steadfastly in a certain order of worship and edification. Now thiscon-
gegation was intcnded to be a model, and did actually become such.to
Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth. 'The question
hen is, What order of worship and of edification did the apostles give
Sthre first congregation they organized? This must be learned from,
he narrative of the listoran who records whatthey did. We shall.noti

la is testimony, (Acts 1. 41,) " Then they who had gladly received&
word were haptized, and about three titousand were that dayùad4e
them: and they continued steadfastly in the apostlea' doctrinegaMJinb


