‘THEWOOL-CARDER _OF MEAUX.

'+ Soon‘ater the Reformation broke out in

- Germany, the' doctrines by ivhich. it was
.;sustained “entered “sunny. France' to.find
~many. adherénts. ' The Lutheran opinions
" —which meantin the main a.revival of the
* evangelical faith which had been. the life of
- thePrimitive Cliurch—were mightilystimu-
- lited” by ‘the -publication  of the :French
_translation of the New Testament, in-the

year 1523, _Jacobus Lefevre is with some

" justice regarded as the Tyndale of France ;-
“'and he gave to the people that bréad of life

. Which had sustained his own soul. “In the
~ préface ho openlyaccepted the Reforniation
:doctrine of justification by faith in Christ
~as the sinner’s only hope. Though he was
: ab that time a' very dged man, Lefevre was
- able to complete the. translation of the
entire Bible in 15630 ; and & high authority
tells us, that thework **at once took 4 high
place, has often ‘been reprinted, and has,
" indeed, been the basis™of all subsequent
French versions.” . The effect of the.circu-
- lation of the book wasimmediate, . Stealthi-
ily, as it 'were, the copies found their way
" through the land, cairied in this direction
‘and in that by faithful men who understood
. the powerof thie Word, "Peopleread with
the wonder of those who makeé a new. dis-
covery; the. Scriptures went to their
hearts with all the force and freshness of &
new revelation, .
One of thie centres in which the doctrines
.were most pgladly received was Meaux, a
small manufacturing town, and the district
became the seat of an evangelical church.
-For a time Briconuet, the bishop and the
friend of the pious Queen Margaret, sister
of King Francis L., was himself an earnest
preacher of the Word. So great was the
‘revival in all directions, that ono wmight
-have supposed that tho winfer of super-
“stition and formality was “over, and that
the springtide of & néw era was opening.
The people of Meaux wero fer the mast’
part of the artisan class, the majority being
employed in the wooltrade. A chronicler

-of the sixteenth centiry says that, “In|

{| ‘many was erigendered soardent a desire to
lmow the ‘way of salvation, that aitisans,

:carders, spinners, and combers, employed ||

Tthemselves;while engagedin manual:labor,
‘in conversing on the Word of God, and
.deriving comfort from it. In particulir,
Sundays and festivals were employed’in
reading thé Scriptures, and enquiring after
the goodwill of the Lord.” '
" DBefore the revival broke out in Meanx
‘the wool-carder John Leclerc had been one
.of the mostservile followers of the priests:
but the evangelical light entered his house-
hold, his wifeand two sons were converted,
and John began to ask himself whether

there was not something more in what|

might look like new doctrines than he had
at first suspected. Hé was svon numbered

among the band of believers. The Re-| B¥

formers grew more bold and sanguine day.
byday. What did they care for priests
and monks when their hearts were fixed on
‘the true rock of salvation ?

The grace of God which he had received

into his heart filled Leclerc with that zeall

“‘and courage which fitted him to become a
loader of: his humble associates ; and thus
he was soon recognized as the lender of the
evangelical church in Meaux. The wool-
carder’s zeal in the new service carried him
quite away ; he knew nothing of the pru-

" dence which many friends of the evangeli-
cal fiith would fain have seen him exercise.
It was not enough to teach and exhort the
disciples of Christ in the assembly ; Leclerc
visited the mémbers of the church in their,
households, to confiri them in tho faith

" and to urge then ‘to remainsteadfast. He
knew ‘nothing of nervous shrinking ; he
wrote out” what he had tosay and posted
the paper on the gate'of Meaux Cathedral.
No such scene as that which followed had
been witnessed in the city since it had be-

come the seat of a ‘bishop. The crowd

;. which assembled at thé gate was overcome

* with astonishment ; the monks and priests

--were correspondingly enraged. It wasbad

¢ enough when. the arch-heretic of Witten-
berg had attacked the pope in a similar

: way j but for a mere working man to assail
.the Church was past all bearing. The

. clamor of the Franciscans for Leclerc to be

made a fitting example of was too great to

be resisted: The offender was arrestod and
cast into prison. :

" A trial followed, '_Tlie sentence on the

“wool-carder ‘was that he should be beaten

through the strects of Meaux for three

dayesuccessively—beaten with rods,  “Le-
clere,"with" his” hands tied and ‘his back

bare, was led through the streets, and the
oxecutioners’let fall upon-his body those
blows, whicli.-he had braught upon. himself
by attacking the bishop of Rome;” says
the historian.”. **'An"immense ‘crowd fol
lowed the procession,. the course: of wlich
might have been traced by the blood of
the martyr.” .In the main, those who
looked o1, and followed were probably in
sympathy with tho monks and priests, who
seemed capable of ‘any cruelty in support
‘of ‘thei? cause. - Some cried out in rage
against him ; ‘others, more compassionate,
looked on in.silence, or gnve expression to
their abhorrence’ of tho scene. But there
was one, however, who with unfaltering
“eyo and tongue” éncournged the con-
fessor to bear and brave all for Christ’s
sakeo.” Thewoman who showed this heroism
and dependence upon God was the mother
of Leclere. * Her gentle voice mingled with
the savage cries of the bloodthirsty throng
—*‘Blessed be Christ! aid welcome be
Hisprints and miarks!” This she said when
her son was ‘branded as a heretic in the

shorb distance away in the suburbs there
.wag :a’ noted: chapel, furnished: with an

image of the Virgin and certain ‘¢ saints,”
and to which the priests with'a great fol-
lowing periodically resorted. . Oneof these
festivals was about -to take place, and the

soul of the:pious wool-carder was stirred.

within him -when he thought of the poor
people being thus led astray when they
should be instructed in the things of Christ.
Whathad the Lord himselfspoken? **Thou

'shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve

them, nor do after: their works; but thou
shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite
break  down their images.”. Again the
words seemed.{o'be spoken to himself:

In the stillness of evening Leclere went

to the chapel, or to what was to him the

house of idols, inand around which the al-
ready expectant people would crowd on the

‘morrow. He was there nlone, and forsome
time hé remained looking upon the images,”

his heart becoming filled with indignation
wlien he thought of the revival of paganism
in’ the name of Christianity which these
images represented. Then he arose, and
seizing one of the *‘saints,” hurled it down

..

“BLESSED BE CHRIST! '’ CRIED: IS MOTHER, * AND WELCOME BE HIS PRINTS AND MARKS!™

face with hot irons. Thusdid this French-
woman of the sixteenth century, as Merle
’Aubigne remarks, fulfil the command-
‘ment of the Son of God: * He that loveth
his son more .than Me is not worthy of
Me.” : c .

Such boldness, and at such a moment,
merited signal punishment ; but this Chris-
tian mother had appalled the hearts both
of priests and soldiers. Al their fury was
controlled by a stronger arm than theirs.
The crowd, respectfully making way, al-
lowed the martyr’s motherslowly to regain
her dwelling. The monks, and even the
town-sergeants, gazed on her without mov-
ing, ** Not one of her enemies dared lay
hunds upon her,” said Theodore Beza.
- In Metz and about Lortaine, Leclerc
still continued to instruct -the ignorant,
and to build up those who had accepted the
faith, " As he rend the terrific denuncia~
tions of idolatry in Seripture, the burning
words seemed to be spoken directly from
heaven to himself, and he would not have
been true to himself if he had failed to ac
according to his light, - .

In a Romish sense, Metz was a super-
stitious city, .and tho conunon people were

almost wholly given up to idolatry.- A

with all his foree tothe floor, and the frag-
ments were seattered in front of the altar.
Then he took hold of another and did like-
wise, until every one of the imuges ro-
sembled Dagonwhen the Philistines found
him broken in-pieces. The wool-carder
returned to Metz ; but there were those
who saw the image-brealker enter the town.

On the following morning the old Lor-
raine city was all astir betimes ; the bells
rang metrily, and the people in their holi-
day clothes turned out into the streets to
keep the festival of the “*saints,” A great
crowd, preceded by the principal church-
men of the place, was seen moving towards
the chapel in the suburbs,. The old six-
teenth century chronicler quaintly tells us
what next happened. When thé throng
came ‘‘to the place of idolatry, to worship
as was their wont, they found. all their
Dblocks and stocks almighty lie broken upon
the ground ; at the sight whereof they, be-
ing  mightily offended in their minds, set
all the city agog, to search out the author
thereof, who was not hard to be found.”
Everybody knew that thoe wool-carder was
no friend of images and the superstitions
celebrations to which they gave rise. so

-

that hie was at once suspected and arrested, |. -

" Leclerchad nodesire toconcénl anything’
he confessed all, at- the same timo. taking
the - opportunity to: confess .Christ before
his eneniiesag.the one: Saviour to be pre--
ferred before” all pnints and images; ~ The
outspoken ‘boldness of the Christian’ me- -
chanic. - only increased the rage of: his
‘eneies ; and being taken beforo the judges
he was at once condemned to be burned
alive, all such frightful tortures béing added
as the inventive genius of inquisitors could ;
think of. * His arms were broken in several
places’; “ho” was nutilated. with red-hot
pincers, and otherwise treated in'a manner
such as the deadly hatred of the powers of .
darkness alono could haveinspired.  What
was the Divine support given to a martyr
in such an houwr of fiery trial? One thing
appears to be certain, that it was greater’
than we are able to realize : for otherwise,
how are we to account for & man’s appar-
ent peace of mind, and settled determina-
tion still to. confess his Lord even in the
fire?. Ina loud, clear voice, Leclerc said
in vhe words of the Psalmist: *¢Their
idols are silverand gold, the work of men’s
hands, They have mouths, but they speak
not: eyes“have they, but they sec not.
They have ears, but they hear not : noses
have they, but they stuell not. -They have
hands, but-they handlenot: neither speak
they through their throat. Theythatmake

{ | them aro liko unto them: sois everyone

that trasteth. in them. O Israel, trust
thou in the Lord ; he is their help and their
shield.” ' .

The martyr was burned at a slow fire in
order to increase his torments, but all that
the cruelty of his murderers could deviso

-seemed only to have the effect’of increas-

ing his triumph in his Lord and the ever-
lasting gospel.

" Thus lived and died the first martyr of
the Reformation in France. Tho memory
of Leclere,.the humble wool-carder, is still

-| green in Metz and Lorraine.—Sundey «b
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" ASK AND RECEIVE.

I have a word of counsel to give those -
who have just entered Christian life, and

‘| that is, be faithful in prayer. You might

as well, business man, start out in the
morning without food and expect to be.

.| strong all day—you might as well abstain

from food all the week and expect to be

strong physically, as to be strong without .
prayer. The only way to get any strength

into the scul is by prayer, and the only

difference between that Christian who 1s_
worth everything and that who is worth

nothing is the fact that the last does not

pray and the other does. And the only

difference between this Christian who is

getting along very fast in the holy life,

and thiswho isgetting along only tolerablyis

that the first prays more than the last.

You can graduate a man’s progress in reli-

gion by the amount of prayer, not by the

number of howrs, perhaps, but by tho

earnest supplication that he puts up to

God.

A minister comes into the pulpit. Ile
has a magnificent sermon, all the sentences
rounded according to the laws of rhetoric
and fine sermonizing, and the'truth makes
no impression on the hearts of men.
People go away and say: *‘Very beauti-
ful, wasn'tit?’ A plain man comes into
the pulpit. He has been on his knees be-
fore God, asking foran especial messago
that day, and the heuarts of men open to
the plain truth, tho broken - sentences
strike into their consciences, and, though
the people may disperse ab the close of
the services seemingly without having
received any impression, that night voices
will be lifted in some household : ¢ Men
and brethren, what shall wedo tobesaved ?”
Oh, this power of prayer ! Pray! Pray!
—-Dr, Talmage. L
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" LICENSED.

Licensod—to make the strong man weak;
Licensed—to lay the wisc manlow

Licensed—a wifo's fond heart tobreak,
And cause the children’s tears to flow,

Licensed—to do thy neighbor h!m*m H
- Licensed—to kindle hato and strife?
Licensed—tonerve the robber'sarm ;
Liconsed—to whet the murderer’s knife,

Licensed—whero peace and quiet dwell
To bring disease, and want, and woe ;
Licensed—to make tho home & hell,
And fit men for a hell below,
: ) L8
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