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Linding it by beautiful links to the Cathulic past,” and utterly dizregand 1 that * sympathe-
tie cxpansiveness fur moulding into religious unity classes widely separated by rank and -
tellectual culture.,” But the Chureh of Ergland adonted a different course~kept unbroken
her connection with antinuity—and arranged her nitual and services and doctrine with a view
cadainly to reformativn, bat with a tonder ease not tushock any whose minds had been tra-
ed in the old sy2tem | and henee, whilo the inaterial falrics of churches were cleared of cer-
twin urnecessary and dangerous ornsinenty, the buildings reared by self-dorialand zeal wero

preserved to be the glory of the lnvud @ and the Prayer-book and whole ritual wero aranged in

such o way that the worship of her members niught be conducted either in o sunple manner,
suilod ty some minds, ur acecordiug tu o« snore vrnate method, to satisfy the lungings of uthers

That this was the comprehensive design of the Reformers of the Chiurch of England, none
who 13 fumiliar with that part of her istory can deubt: and that this design is stamped upon
her churches, her Prayer-buok, her rivual, and her standards, overy recent inves: 1gaton

whether by the highest functionartes of the law, or the 1wost august tribunal of the Church,
basmost elearly and undeniably establi-hed,  While admitting this libertv within the Church
of England, and within our own Church, which is in full communion with the Church of Fug-
Lind — chore is a limit on both extromes beyoad which it must not be allowed to pass unchal-

lenged, Nostern unyiclding «puit of dislike to whuat is old and reveront on the one hand, no

longings for & more imposing cercmonial vn the other, must be allozed to movo us from that
position which, thanks to the providence of God, we have hitherto maintained with suflieient
ui the old fors and acecs<orics of wor<hip to gratify artistic and devotional tastes, and to
vieutify oursclves with the fauth and practice of Chustendom ot old:and yet with a mode-
rated ritual and ornamentativn uot hhely to Linder the e uing to us of thuso who are with-
out, or to wdentify us with those errors which crept into the mediweval Chureh, and
well-mgh olscured the vital tiuths of the Gospel. It wasz because I conceived there was
danger of this latter sort, that with pain and under a weighty sense of duty I interfered with
the authority of a Bishop in the coneerns of this church and congregation, to preserve tho os en
balance in ornament and ritual which our Church intended her people to maintain, and, be-
cause my authority was resisted,there was atemporary suspension ofthe seryvicesin tlus congre-
gation ; and a withdrawal of the Episcopal ticence from this building. But when the Bishop's
monitions were reccived and acted upon, as thoy have beento a very great oxtent by those
nuw managing the concerns of this congregation . when the vrnamonts of this edifice and the
general course of ntual here purforined wers brought in a great measare witlun the hunts of
that liberty undoubledly and designudly allvwed, the Buhop could not longer withold his eo-
operation and sujppourt ; and could not alluw his uwa tastes and wWeas of expediency to iuterfere
with or curtail tl. incasure of the hiberty which the Church gives to her members, Having
said this, I would suggestto those who find no helpsto desution in architectural ornament
and choral service, that they are nut compelled to attend divine ~ervice in this church, and
thai on no sound Christian principle aro they entitled tu judse thuse who are so affected and
who take delight in peculiar ornaments andin a more claborate worship ; and then again,
with regard to those in this congregation who are impressed with these things, and find wm
thema help to devotion, I would, in all affectionate carnestncss, cxhort them to remember
tho caution of the great Apostle St. Paul, that they take heed ** lest thus liberty of theirs be-
como a stumbling hlock to thoso that are weak,” cither to drive away peoplo from that

Church which we professso dearly o love, or to load othersto associato themsclves with

a system of religion against which our Church offers an unflinching and plain protest,
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(Continued from the CHUrcH MigazINk for September).

The proposition to try some means of inducing the congregation to sing with
the choir is generally met by the objection thatas they cannot be got together
for the sake of practice, there 1s no feasil'e method of making them acquainted
with any tolerable variety of chiant or « hymn-tune. But it is a fact that in
England there are many churches where the people unite with the choir in
such a way as to compose, as it were, & portion ot’ it. And lLow beautiful the
sight of choirs composed of the whole congregation !

In certain churches in the wother country such members of the eongregation
as can sing, mcet with the choir on one or two cvenings in the week to practise



