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The internai economy'bf* the grent cit.y was widely different frein
the present..- No omnibus lines promoted theý circulation of its'
life from one point to. another. No .railways were constantly
carrying thousands to and from the city, and offering a standing
temptation to well-to-do citizens to, take, up their abode beyond
the city limits. Whether, a man resided. near the active centre
of businessý or in some suburban miansion, was not, as r.ow, de-
cided by the one consideration of financial. ability. The men of
vast wealth, the prosperous tradesmen, the rising m2iddle class,
constituted à large,- thoughtful, and most influential population
in the midst of the city Upon such a cornmunity Binney camne
to, exert, bis influence. Re saw bMfre hum, froin Sa9bbath to Sab-
bath, the representatives of the sovereignty of gold, men of
acknowledged influence ini trade, the untitled princes, and citizens
of the greatest mart of the world. Such circuinstances,'could
only fail to develop a truly c-reat preacher where no grat power
had originally been bestowed; but this vas by nomnepas truie iii
the ý,.se of Binney.

Aithougli when he camne to ILondon lie was in the maturity of
bis manhood, ripening to bis prime, yet bis fame was, not yet
mnade; and when we consider the lime of ininisters lie succeeded,
it is flot a littie surprising that lie vas elected to the place at ail.
The Congregational pulpit vas then a~ nodel of conventional
propriety. Its ministers were masters of fashionable decoruni,
and, especially, the standard of ministerial deportment vas main-
tained with despotic rigour. A gentlexnanly air, and the art of easily
xnastering ail the appendages of pblite sôciety, were considered iii
the quaIicationb for pulpit preferment, as well as transparency
of, language and pungency- of thouglit. In public ininistrations,
the fear of giving offence hadà developed'a style of spe*ech- hiighly
polished and pleasing, but strikingly unconvincing and'unag-
gressîve. Taken as a whole, the Independent pulpit partook top
Iargely of conformity to the world on the estlietie side, to, be
quite consistent with the denomination constiituting the vanguard
in the confliets of Nondonformity.

-Binney's'inmediate predecessors, thougli by no-Ineansa inferior
or weak men, were held. in, slavish subserviency to, the conven-
tionaiities, of the turne. Now, his nature vas- not -at ail adaptea&
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