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4, and the latter from 3° to 70°
with the plane of the sun’s equator,
10 say nothing of the eccentricities
of the comets. Moreaover, the direc-
tion of revolution of the satellites of
Uranus and Neptune is retrograde !
Then, the velocities, mass, densities,
temperature, and physical condition
of the planets, especially of the
carth, are shown to be different from
what they ought to be according to
the terms of the hypothesis. We
confess that our faith in this beauti-
ful theory is a good deal shaken.
We lack the mathematical skill to
verify the astronomical calculations
involved, and competent critics have
questioned some of Mr. Slaughter’s

sitions. The whole subject, Ike
that of biological evolution, which
isa sort of pendant to it, may safely
be labelled, “ Not proven.” Mr. Proc-
tr, one of the most eminent living as-
wonomiers, it is known, rejects the
nebular hypothesis ; but his theory
of the aggregation of the planets by
the collision of meteoric matter is
adso involved in great difficulties.
Whether one agrees with Mr.
Slaughter’s book or not, it will be
foond fascinating reading and a
apital intellectual whetstone on
which to sharpen the wits.

0id Tales Re-told from: Grecian
Mythology in Talks Around the
Fire. By AUGUSTA LARNED.
Fifteen Ilustrations. Crown 8vo.
Pp. 498. New York : Nelson &
Phillips. Toronto: S. Rose.

The world will never grow tired
of the strange peetic stories of the
dassic mythology. They are em-
blmed not merely in Greek and
Latin literature, but in that of every
avilised nation. They are embodied
m poetry and painting. They are
«ommemorated in the names of the
days of the week and of the months
of the year. The geography and
bisory of the countries around the
Mediterranean bear the impress of
lhegr influence, and a knowledge of
their general character is necessary
10 understand a thousand allusions
inbooks and conversation.
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One can scarce read a page of
Shakespeare or Milton, of Macaulay
or Carlyle—one cannot visit a gal-
lery of pictures or statuary without
feeling the need of at least some
acquaintance with the thought and
rengion of the Greek mind of two
thousand years ago.

In this elegant volume Miss
Larned supplies, for young people,
a much-needed manual of this fas-
cinating classic lore. The form
in which it is”cast, that of talks
around the fire, will give a living,
human interest to the stories about
the old gods and godesses, long since
vanished from high Olympus and
the Vale of Tempe. The work is
very well’done. We are glad to see
that the Greek and Latin names of
these old deities are both given--a.
matter of considerable importance.
The pernicious associations with
which these subjects are sometimes
connecied in classic literature has
often prevented their study, but in
these pages will be found nothing
that can offend the most fastidious
delicacy.

Quebec—Past and Present. ‘By ]J.
M. LE MoOINE. 8vo. Pp. 46s.
Dagson & Co., Quebec and Mon-
treal.

Mr, Le Moine is well known as
the author of several works of great
value on the early history of Canada.
In this volume he bas given an ex-
ceedingly interesting account of the
strange, romantic history of the an-
cient capital of Canada, that quaint
old city, havated with histo: ic memo-
ries—heroic, tragical, and tender—
beyond any other in the New World.
The book is in two parts, the first
historical—and the history of Que-
bec was for a hundred and fifty years
the history of Canada—and the
second statistical, giving a detailed
account of the public institutions of
the city. It contains some twenty
engravings, of the picturesque old
gates, which gave it such a medizeval
aspect, of the new gatcs and other
improvements proposed by Lord
Dufferin. The preparation of this



