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4d,and the latter from 3' t0700

%ýth the plarie of thse sun's equator,
to say nothing of the eccentricities
of the cornets. Moreover, thse direc-
tion of revolution of thse satellites of
Uranus and Neptune is retrograde :
Then, tise velocities, mass, densities,
teniperature, and physical condition
of the planets, espe,lally of the
eart, are shown to be different from
,what they ouglit to be according to
the termns of thse hypothesis. We
confess that our faith in this beauti-
fui theory is a good deal shaken.
we lack the matisematical skill to
venify the astranornical calculations
jnvolved, and competent critics have
questioned some of Mr. Slaughter's
positions. The whole subject, Fke
that of biological evolution, which
is a sort of pendant to it, may sa-fely
be labelled, " Not proven." Mr. Proc-
tor, one of the most eminent living as-tronorn;ers, it is known, rejects the
nebular hypothesis ; but his theory
of the aggregation of the planets by
the collision of meteoric matter is
also involved in great difficulties.
Whether one agrees with Mr.
Siaughter's book or flot, it will be
found fascinating reading and a
capi.tal intellectual whetstone on
,wh'.ch to sharpen the wits.

Oid TalZes .Re-told frorn Grecian
Mvltihotogy in Talées 44round the
Fire. By AUGUSTA LARNED.
Fifteen Illustrations. Crown 8vo.
Pp. 498. New York:; Nelson &
Phillips. Toronto : S. Rose.
The world will neyer grow tired

of the strange pretic stories of the
dlasic rnythology. They are etn-
bahned not rnerely in Greek and
Latin literature, but in that of every
ciilised nation. Tisey are embodied
in poetry and painting. They are
conimerorated in thse naines of tise
daYs of thse week and of the montbs
of the year. The geography and
history of the countries around thse
liediteranean bear thse inipress of
their influence, and a knowledge of
thtir general character is necessary
t0 understand a thousand allusions
il, books and conversation.

One can scarce read a page of
Shsakespeare or Milton, of Macaulay
or Carlyle-one cannot visit a gai-
lery of pictures or statuary without
feeling tise need of at least some
qcquaintance with thse thought and
reiion of the Greek mmnd of two
tisousand years ago.

In this elegant volume Miss
Larned supplies, for young people~,
a much-needed manual of this fas-
cinating classic 'lore. Tise form
in which it is'cast, that of-talks
around the fire, wîll gîve a living,
human interest to thse stories about
tise old gods and godesses, long since
vanished from higli Olymnpus and
thse Vale of Tempe. The work is
very well'done. We are glad to see
thsat the Greek and Latin. namnes of
these old deities are botis given--a-4
matter of considerable importance.
Thse pernicious associations witis
which these subjects are sometimes
connecied in classic literature has
often preverated their study, but in
these pages will be found nothing
that can offend thse most fastidious
delicacy.

ÇQuebec-Past and Present. By J.
M. LE, MOINE. 8vo. Pp. 465.
Dawson & Co., Quebec and Mon-
treal.
Mr. Le Moine is well known as

tise autisor of several works of great
value on the early history of Canada.
In this volume lie bas given an ex-
ceedingly interesting account of tise
strange, romantic history of the an-
cient capital of Canada, that quaint
old cîty, haviited with histoi;c memo-
ries-heroic, tragical, and tender-
beyond any othýer in thse New World.
Tise book is In two parts, thiserst
historical-and thse isstory of Que-
bec was for a isundred and fifty years
tise history of Canada -and thse
second statistical, givîng a detailed
account of tise public institutions of
tise city. It contairiz soine twenty
engravings, of the picturesque old
gates, which gavz it such a m-edismval
aspect, of tise neNv gatýs and other
improvemnents proposed by Lord
Dufferin. Tise preparation of this
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