
on the 6th of J une, 1844, where it was resolved to forma a
4cSociety for improving the spiritual condition of Young men
engaged in the drapery and other trades." Mr. George Williams,
the originator of this association, was present at the late conven-
tion> and witnessed with devout gratitude to, God the remarkable
growth of that feeble germ which now brings forth its fruits of
holiness in almost every land. To the religious character of the
association its members soon added the idea of intellectual ira-
proveinent, and for that purpo..e established a libray and insti-
tuted debates. They also inaugurated the Exeter Hall lectures
to Young men, which have sinee become famous throughout the
world. These lectures have become a permanent institution,
enlisting much of the firt literary talent in Great Britain, and
attracting thousands to their delivery. lIn their published forrn
they have reached multitudes throughout the English-speakzing
portion of the world. lu ten years an aggregate of 75,000 vol-
umnes was sold, and since tba.t time probably 150,000 more. The
Society also instituted Sunday Bible-classes, and eznployed its
mexubers i general Sumday-school, and IRagged-school work. lIt
adopted a regular system of tract distribution; and in 1851, the
year of the first universal exhibition, its members distributed no
less than 852,000 tracts ainong the visitors to the World's Fair,
and held 1,550 public and social religious services in the metro-
polis.

lIn Pecexuber, 1851> the lirst Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion in America wus establikhed at Montreal, Canada, and on the
29th of the same rnonth the first in the «United States in the city
of Boston, Mass. Sirniila societies rapidly sprang up iu New
York, Buffalo, Washington, Cincinnati, St. Louis, San Francisco,'
and elsewhere, to the number of twenty-five in two years. The
feit necessity of s&(.. 3 means for the interchangê of thought and
opinion led to the ca]ling of the first convention at Buffalo, N. Y.,
on. June 7th, 1854 Thirty-flve delegates were preseut, and a
voluntaxy confederacy was formed, having a central comrnittee
and annual conventions, whose functions, however, were to be
nierely advisory in their character.

The great. Rebellion, though it threatened the very existence of
the contederacy of associations, was really the occasion of marvel-
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