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between the main highways. The cost of such municip3' 
roads would come under the present system of construc­
tion and maintenance by local taxation.

The encouragement of Split Log Drag competition* 
throughout the Province will also be found of the greate*1 
benefit to the good roads movement. In the Province 
of Manitoba a Split Log Drag competition has been 
carried on for several years past by the Manitoba Goo° 
Roads Association, and has been so successful that Bie 
government has decided to help along the movenie1’1 
this year by a special grant towards the cost of the work- 
Such a grant will probably take the form of a percentage . 
on the number of miles kept by each municipality unckr 
the dragging competition, which will commence wlt 
the spring break-up and last until freeze-up. By
tending the competition in this manner it will ensure tbc
roads being left in good condition for the winter, which' 
as everyone will agree, is a most desirable condition, a' 
the smoothness of a road when winter sets in guarantee* 
it being in good condition for shedding the surface water 
when the spring break-up comes.

It may be said that it is almost impossible to get 
work done on the roads when the farmers are busy ba’ 
vesting their crop or hauling grain to the elevators, bu 
this only makes a strong argument for the suggeste 
revision of our road system, as, if the farmer cannot D 
depended on to do the work when it is most necessaf)
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THE ATTITUDE OF LEGISLATURES TO THE 
GOOD ROADS MOVEMENT.*

By A. C. Emmett, Winnipeg.

THE attitude of the Provincial Legislatures toward 
the important question of road-building is becom­
ing more favorable as the economic value of good 
roads in the development of our great Dominion 

is better realized. The Province of Quebec is to be 
especially congratulated on the wideawake policy that 
has been adopted by the Provincial Government and 
which is being so successfully carried out.

For many years the granting of aid from the Pro­
vincial treasuries towards the construction of good roads 
was of the most meagre character, and it is only in recent 
years that the various Provincial Governments have 
passed Good Roads Acts under which the various muni­
cipalities can obtain substantial grants toward the car­
rying out of a definite and well-defined plan of road 
improvement in the country districts.

Under the present Good Roads Act of the Province 
of Manitoba the government gives a grant of fifty per 
cent, of the total cost of construction of all roads of a 
permanent character, including all bridges, culverts, 
etc., necessary to place the highway in perfect condition.

For dirt roads the grant is one-third of the cost. 
No provision is, however, made for after-maintenance, 
and this, to me, would appear to be a weak spot in the 
Act, as, unless roads are properly maintained, the money 
expended in their construction is, to all intents and pur­
poses, wasted, and there should be a provision in the 
Act compelling municipalities to make some provision 
for after-maintenance for a period of time equal to that 
of the bonds which are issued in payment of the con­
struction work, such bonds being guaranteed by the 
Government.

The present system of road construction throughout 
the entire Dominion is not one that is conducive to the 
best results being obtained, as the work is generally 
carried out by the municipal councils, who, although in­
terested in the construction of good roads, have not the 
expert knowledge necessary to see that the best results 
are being obtained from the expenditure of the rate­
payers’ money. In order to remedy this state of affairs, 
it has struck me that the system of road-building would 
be improved by the placing of all the main highways 
throughout the Dominion under the charge of the Do­
minion Government, whose engineers should construct 
the roads, take care of the maintenance, and the cost of 
the work be borne from the consolidated revenues of the 
Dominion.

The second class main roads should come under the 
control of the Provincial Governments, who would be 
responsible for their construction and maintenance, and 
the cost covered from the consolidated revenues of the 
Province, or in a similar manner to that provided for 
under Section 20 of the Road Laws of the Province of 
Quebec, by which the Government may construct or re­
construct roads connecting central points of importance 
and levy the cost on a mileage basis on municipalities 
benefited. This, it will be noted, provides the entering 
wedge for a system of Provincial Roads.

The third class of road would come under the head­
ing of Municipal Roads, and would consist of the local 
market roads and feeders forming the connecting links

*Paper read before the 3rd Canadian and International 
Good Roads Congress, Montreal, March 6-10, igi6.
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and of the greatest benefit to the agricultural 
munities, then the work should be done by means B1 
will assure a continuance of work at all times.

I do not wish to offer any suggestions as to the be*1 
way of bringing about such a radical change as I ba' 
suggested, as there are many delegates to this conféré11 
who are more fitted to deal with this question than 1 aI1' 
and I simply desire to see this question discussed by ' 
congress with a view to the improvement of our pros6 
road system, which, if only considered from the vie'1 
point of military necessity, should receive the attend 
of the Dominion .Government, as far as the main h>.-
ways are concerned.

In conclusion, I would thank the officers of the c°l 
vention for affording me the opportunity of placing t*1 .|| 
suggestions before you, and trust that the congress 'f ( 
meet with the success which such a laudable °b]
deserves.

p)cAt a case argued before the North Carolina Supie J 
Court it was established that a power company that owns iat() 
on one side only of a stream is not entitled to build a dan* j, 
the middle of the stream and divert one-half the water thrOa®f 
a flume for use in developing power, although the 'vVg 
be returned to the channel before leaving the comP^jt 
land. In reaching this decision the court cites New } 0p 
and Maine cases as upholding the principle that each 01.0y- 
posite riparian owners has an indivisible right to the e1i‘ 
ment of the full flow of the stream.

The Nord Railway of France has suffered more tbr° n, 
the war than any other French railway. In September, w tj 
only 414 miles, or 18 per cent, of the total network of 
miles, was actually being operated by the company, 
indicates the invaluable military services which the * 
rendered during the earliest stages of the war. To-day 0( 
company is operating a total length of about 1,200 toi'e5’ 0n 
51.5 per cent, of the entire system. Of the 768 station-^y 
the system, 346 are at present either occupied by the e° 
or closed to traffic. Not all the remaining 412 station® (C- 
open to the public, a certain number being exclusive1 (gf 
served for military purposes. The actual situation is ^ ^0^ 
over a year the Nord has been deprived of the use 91 
of its great arteries, and the only double-track main line 
available is that from Paris to Creil, Amiens, Bom 
Calais and Hazebrouck.


