In the country places the flowers which fall in great
profusion from the trees aro a nover ending source of
amusoment to the children. The little girla adora their
own hair, and the hair of anyone else who will allow thom,
with the fragrant bloasoms. The girls put them in tho
coil of hair at the back of their hoads, and the boya stick
shem funnily over each var. Then they make long
strings of tho flowers and wear them around their nocka
and over thoir heads.

Kito-fiying .i8 a very cominon sport in Indin. In
March, which is at the beginujng of the hot aeason, when
the south wind commences to blow, great numbers of
kites make their appearance over the houses. With
evory kito thore is usually a boy, holding a stick on which
is wound the long pieco of twine to which the kite is
attached. The boys of Indis sre very skilful at this
play. The market-places are well supplied with kites at
this season ; but many boys know how to make their
own,

Somo of tho games which the children play”in India
are similar to those that aro favorites hero in this country.
Juckstone is one that is very common thore. They also
pln{ peggy and tag, much ns the childron do here.  The
children of India aro fond of candy and all aweet things.
Theic candies are very differont from ours, and we must
learu to like them. Thore aro many varieties in the candy
shops, for the boys and girls to choosa from.. I have
sometimes seen somuthing similar to our common mo-
Insscs candy. Many of the Indian aweetmeats ara fried
in ghee, which is jelted butter. The children who read
the Helper would not care very much for sume of them,
1 think, but they would be sure to like the gillupies, which
are very nico when fresh.

In the country parched rice is commonly given to
children to help ﬁ up their stomachs, Here you sce again
how like they are to our own children—always ready for
somothing to eat. Parched rice is somewhat like pop-corn,
and 8o is yory suitable for a between-mesl or luncheon.
Instead o?xhrgish the littlo boy or girl of India carries his
parched rice in the corner of the piece of cloth that he
wenrs, ond that is very convenient for-all concerned.-

The poor little Indian child, whose parents cannot
affurd to make or buy candy, is guite content to suck a
frosh stick of the sweet sugar-cane whioh grows in many
localitics, AN the childron like sour things na well as
swoet ories. In tho season for mangoes ail the childron,
even the babies, eat the green maugoes, which are very
hard and quite as sour as a cucumber pickle. I supposo
thoy taste as tho green apples used to to us, .

1 have very pleasant memuries of the Christian children
ut Miduapoge- and Bhimpore, singing their Christian
songs, somotimes olapping their hands and benting time
to the music with their feet. I remember one bright
little girl who used to go home fram Bundn{-snhuol and
buat off the time to her song in imitation of Miss Coomba,
who led the ainging thers. *“This is the way the
missobiaba does,” she €aid.

The people of India, the Hindus, observe a
mauy holidays ; and the children, espediilly tho boys,
have & sharo in that eort of merriment. Among the
Christians, Ohristmas is almost tho only holiday. ** The
Great Day " it is called in Indid— Th istmas trec
and tho custom of giving have beon introduced, to the
great pleasure of the children. Though atrange it may
scom, their Christmas troo is o live one in tho yard by
the chapel ; and the exorcizes ure held under the trae in
the morning, There the gifts are distributed and the
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sweot story is told of tho birth of the Baviour of the
world, and of His great gift to men.

On my roturn from India I sttended a Christmas
service for the ohildren ig o Christian ohurch. How I*
was disappoiated when .the whale évoning was speut in
talking and singing sbout an old heathen mythical
character, 8t. Nicholas ! Nothing at all sbout the Babe
of Bethlehem, the Baviour of the world, on His own.
birthday. The pastor's wife and all the rest seemed to
think it was all very fine. It seemed to me that there is
indeed enough of hesthenism at home. What an oppor-'
tunity lost |—The Missivnary Helper.
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A MARVELLOUS BIT OF HISTORY.

Onco upon a time two ministers wore seated side hy
side engaged in perusing together the pages of two very
common-place looking letters, and engaged in animated
converaation sbout tho mattarh troated of by the writers. -
Apparently no special signilicance” attached to such aun-
ordinnry ovent, But the results which have followed
show convulsively that events are not to be estimated
always by the attention they sttract at the time of their
occurrence.

One of the ministers was the famous Dr. Ryland, the
friend of Wm. Carey. Tho other was Dr. Bugue,
Presbyterian pastor. The letters were from Caroy and
Thomas, missionaries in Indis. Dr. Ryland had brought
them to read to his friend Dr. Bogue. The latter's heart
was kindled into an intense flame of missionary zeal. He
at once begun an agitation which resulted in the organi-
zation of the histuric London Missionary Society in 1795, -
At ita recent centenary celebration this Sucipty's reports
showed that in the hundred years of its history it haa
raisod and expeunded twenty-five millions of dollars on
the foreign field. It hasou its staff to-day. 196 male and
65 fomale missionatios. It has on ite roll 1,476 native
ordained pastors and 12,000 other native helpers. The
churches of the Society in heathen lunds have a meniber-
ship of 84,182, with abouta half-million native adhorents. ~
Khama, the celebrated Christinn chicf of an African tribe,
was presont at the celebration and bore strong testimony
to the strong results of the Society's work, and thanked
tho missionaries for all they had done for his people.
The Society took steps to send out 100 now missionaries .
in the near future. Besides the.above the Socioty hns -
established ter hospitals and treated uearly 100,000
pationts. t

Just think of it ! This mighty atream of blessing has
beon flowing over the earth one hundred years, as the
result of two lottors !  When you announce a missionary
fact, or put in circulation a missionary journal or tract,
you may bs smiting the rock, from which under God, an
Amazou of epiritual blessing may flow over the earth.— .
The Mission Jowrnal,

A Hint ror Somepopv.—The Woman's Missionary -
Advocate (Nashvillo) saya: ** Somo Mothodist young
people of Washington, D. O, held a service with a unique .
programme. One of the officers apoke on the topic, -
‘Look up,’ another «n *Liftup,’” another, ‘Read up,”
another, ‘ Brush up.' Tho secrotary’s talk was on * Writo-
up,' the troasurer's, * Pay up,’ the junior superintend:
ont's, ‘ Grow up,’ whilo the president concludoed the oxor-,
cises with a briof addross cntitled ‘Summed up."' "



