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There is no religious instruction wh ich
may be substituted for that of home. The
pubhe catechiso ofehildren,the Sabhath
school, and the Bible class, are impor-
tant aids; but the parents may not
resign their personal responsibilities and
their own proper offices to any other
hands whatever. Their power isgreater,
because is can be constantly excercised
- it is daily, hourly influence. Be-
sides, who can feel such interest, who
can be so tender, and patient, and
thorough-who car so get into a child's
heart as father and mother? These
lanbs, parents, are in your fold-youi
must guard hein ; they are to feed in
your pastures-you mnust nourish then.
They are your charge for the world that
now is and in the preparations for eter-
nity. No one can take your place.
Blehold y)m have a double motive for
personal godliness-you are to save not
only your own souls. hut the souls of
your children also. With these instruc-
tions muust be mingled prayer for then
prayer with thon, and the teachng of
them topray. Theearly habiz oftpraver
-oh, who can estiiate its power and
value! The simple hymns and prayers
which we learn in cnildhood at our
mother's knee are never forgotten. John
Quincy Adams remnarked near the close
of his life, that lie had .never omintted
repeating, belore he went to sleep, the
prayer which his mother taught him
when a child-

"Nov I lay me down te sleep,
I pray the Lord my soul to keep,
If 1 should die before 1 wake,
1 pray the Lord ny soul to take."

And the L'rd's prayer. that prayer
fitted to aill ages and conditions, is nade,
too, for little children. - Our Father
who art in heaven" is childlike Lan-
guage. It makes us feel that God is
our Father. And this is the felirg we
muszt ain to produce in the hearts ofour
children-that God is their father, to

whom they must look for protection,
hlessng, salvation, and happiness before
all others. It is by daily habitual
prayer chat this feeling Will be culti-
vated. Thus a little child forns its
dearest and most continding intinacy
with the most glorious of al beings,
and cones to live in the clear atnos-
phere ol God's love.

3. h1 childhood. if ever, the had pas-
sions must be weeded out, just as they
begin to appear. The weeds are easily
reoaved fron a garden before they have
taken deep rmot.

And here, first of ail, let every ten-
dency to prevarication and lying be
checked. Truthfulness is the founilda-
tion of eharacter. Let the mianftulness,
the mioral digrmty, and th ii iperative
duty of alwvaysspeaking the truth be in-
culeated. Let the reanness, the turpi-
tude, and guilt of lying and prevarica-
tion he eqally inculcated. Every sent.-
mient of honor, and the wvrhole moral
sense, should be arrayed against lying,
under every form and degree. Speak
the truth an all things, on all occasions,
under the strongest temptations not to
speak it: in the face of shaue and saif*-
fAring speak it; speak it if ye die for it;
for there is no gain or advantage to be
put in the balance against speaking the
truth. Thus ought we to teach our
,hildrcen fromi the earliest dawn of moral
appreliension.

These thrce things once gained, viz.,
the habait of* inplicit obedience. the ha.
bit of prayer. and unde% iating truth-
fulness, and then the way is open for
every gracious influence. and every foi ni
of hliy nature. You have noiw w ith-
drawn yuar child fromn the circle ut'
worldly snares and unholy powers, and
brought hun to the place % hre heavenly
order reignas, where sacred altars are
kindled, and where angels pay their
visits.
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SELECTED MISCELLANY.
TIlE PERIOD OF A CHIILD'S

EDUCATION.
VARTOUS opinions prevail as to the

nost pauper time to commence the edu-
cation of ciildren-somie cliiaiinîg that

it should h begun earlier thian is usual,
while uthers niaintain that it is already
entered upon at too early an age. Ex-
perience, in discussing this subjoct.is
met by exporience, and observation by


